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ADVERTISEMENT BY THE EDITOR. 

* Come and welcome to Jesus Christ/ is a subject 
peculiarly fitted to the deep and searching experi- 
ence of John Bunyan. He knew all the wiles of 
sin and Satan, in placing stumblingblocks in the 
way of a sincere penitent; all the human craft 
employed in keeping the soul from a simple and 
entire reliance upon Christ for salvation. This 
little work soon became most deservedly popular, 
passmg through four large editions during 
seven years of the autW a \X. 'v^ «^ 
ened display of the dealmga oi xJtL^^^xJoKt"^^^^'^^ 
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sinners to Christ ; the Son in saving them by liis 
atoDement, mediation, and intercession; and the 
Holy Spirit in sanctifying and fitting them for glory. 
Here is no Calvinism, Lutheranism, or Arminian- 
ism ; no Episcopacy, Presbytery, or Independency ; 
nothing but Christism and Bibleism. The gracious 
invitation is addressed to all who feel their misery. 
Come unto me, and I will make you happy and 
blessed. All who feel the leprosy of sin are 
invited to this spiritual Physician, and he only can 
and will heal them. All who suffer under the 
slavery of sin and Satan, Christ alone can make you 
free. Come to him, and you shall be free indeed. 
The analysis of Bunyan*s treatise shows that all 
mankind are born in sin. All sinners are invited to 
Christ. None will come but such as feel the plague, 
and see the leprosy of sin. Those who come are 
drawn in a variety of ways — some terrified with 
the horrors of hell, others allured by the gracious 
voice of the Saviour, and the prospects of heavenly 
felicity. All who sincerely come, attain the same 
end, a sincere and total reliance upon the Saviour 
as the only refuge from the roaring lion. 

Every other way to life is guarded by the flaming 
swords of the cherubim. Christ opens his golden 
arms wider than all our miseries. But he suffers 
no rival on his throne, no partnership with Moses 
or John Baptist, The personification of 'shall 
oome, 'and of * ig'iiorance/ iB BtrVkm^^ \YL>3L%A.\a.u\vi ; 
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as is * sin, the winding-sheet of the soul ; ' * un- 
belief, the white devil ; * the sinner being a coun- 
sellor for Satan ; and the two ways of taking 
our own likeness. His appeal to persecutors on 
pp. 153, 154, is most forcible. But I must not detain 
the reader longer from the pleasure and profit he 
will receive from an attentive perusal of these 
pages. 
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ALL TUAT THE FATHER GIVETH ME SHALL COME TO ME: 
AND HIM THAT COMETH TO ME I WILL IN NO WISE 
CAST OUT.'-JOHN vi.87. 

A LITTLE before, in this chapter, you may read 
that the Lord Jesus walked on the sea to go to 
Capernaum, having sent his disciples before in a 
ship, but the wind was contrary ; by which means 
the ship was hindered in her passage. Now, about 
the fourth watch of the night, Jesus came walking 
upon the sea, and overtook them ; at the sight of 
whom they were afraid. 

Note, When providences are black and terrible to 
God's people, the Lord Jesus shows himself to them 
in wonderful manner ; the which sometimes they 
can as little bear, as they can the things that wero 
before terrible to them. The^ 
vrmd and the water ; they wer^ ^ia^ yix^v^ ^ 



^ote, That the end of the appearing of i 
us unto his people, though the manne 
earing he never so terrible, is to all 
•s and perplexities. 

?hen tliej received him into the ship, 
liately the ship was at land whither it 
NTote, When Christ is absent from his 
Y go on but slowly, and with great di 
when he joineth himself unto them, o 
; they steer their course ! how soon an 
ir journey's end !* 

Phe people now among whom he last p 
3n they saw that both Jesus was gone 
jiples, they also took shipping, and i 
peraaum, seeking for Jesus. And wl 
I found him, they wonderingly ask* 
abbi, when camest thou hither?* 
:d Jesus, slighting their compliment, ai 
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ends, as these went after him beyond sea for 
loaves. A man's belly will carry him a great way 
in religion; yea, a man's belly will make him 
venture far for Christ. 

Note again, They are not feigning compliments, 
but gracious intentions, that crown the work in 
the eye of Christ ; or thus, it is not the toil and 
business of professors,* but their love to him, that 
makes him approve of them. 

Note again. When men shall look for friendly 
entertainment at Christ's hand, if their hearts be 
rotten, even then will they meet with a check and 
rebuke. ' Ye seek me, not because ye saw the 
miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and 
were filled. ' 

Yet observe again, He doth not refuse to give, 
even to these, good counsel : he bids them labour 
for the meat that endureth to eternal life. Oh ! 
how willingly would Jesus Christ have even those 
professors that come to him with pretences only, 
come to him sincerely, that they may be saved. 

The text, you will find, is, after much more 
discourse with and about this people, and it is 
uttered by the Lord Jesus as the conclusion of the 
whole, and intimateth that, since they were pro- 
fessors in pretence only, and therefore such as his 



♦ No ontward prof essioDr is wsoe^Xw^cLWS^^'^^^g^^^ 
hiward love to Chnst. — £d« 



:e to be honoured in your salvation ; out 
r hath bestowed upon me a people, and 1 
;onie to me in truth, and in them will ] 
ed. The text, therefore, may be cf 
repose ; in the fulfilling whereof he res 
If content, after much labour and many 
spent, as it were, in vain. As he saitl 
•ophct, •! have laboured in vain, I have s 
rength for nought, and in vain.' is. xUx. 4. 
t as there ho saith, ' My judgment is 
CRD, and my work with my God;' so ii 
le saith, ' All that the Father giveth me 
to me ; and him that cometh to me I w 
se cast out.' By these words, therefore 
Jesus comforteth himself under the consit 
>f the dissimulation of some of his follo' 
Iso thus betook himself to rest under the 
ation of the little effect that his ministry 
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Son; as also to their joint management of tlie 
salvation of tlie people: 'AH that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me ; and him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out.' The first part 
of the teoct, as is evident, respecteth the Father and 
his gift ; iJie other part the Son and his reception 
of that gift. 

First, For the gift of the Father there is this 
to he considered, to wit, the gift itself ; and that 
is the gift of certain persons to the Son. The Fa- 
ther giveth, and that gift shall come : ' And him 
that cometh.' The gift, then, is of persons; the 
Father giveth persons to Jesus Christ. 

Second, Next you have the Son's reception of 
this gift, and that showeth itself in these particu- 
lar; — 1. In his hearty acknowledgment of it to 
he a gijl: 'The Father giveth me.' 2. In his 
taking notice, after a solemn manner, of aU and 
every part of the gi/l: *A11 that the Father givctli 
me.' 3. In his resolution to hring them to himself: 
* All that the Father giveth me shall come to me.' 
4. And in his determining that not anything shall 
make him dislike them in their coming : ' And him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.' 

These things might he spoken to at large, as 
they are in this method presented to view : hut 
I shall choose to speak to the words. First, By 

WAY OF EXPLICATION. SeCO^\>»^^^KS. ^^^Jia-- 
VATIOS, 



J 



111 that the Father giveth me.' T 
s often used in Scripture, and is to 
) largely, or more strictly, even as t 
rgument, for the sake of which it is i 
fill hear. Wherefore, that we may tl 
^rstand the mind of Christ in the i 
, we must consider, that it is limite< 
Ined only to those that shall he savet 
lose that shall come to Christ ; even 
m he will * in no wise cast out.' Tl 
words all Israel, is sometimes to I 
ough sometimes it is taken for the whc 
acoh. 'And so all Israel shall he s 
3. By all Israel here, he intendeth i 
lel, in the largest sense ; ' for they a 
lel which are of Israel ;' ' neither bee 
of the seed of Abraham, are they all 
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Scripture, and readers, and ourselyes, and all. 
'And I, if I be lifted up from the earth/ said 
Christ, 'will draw all men unto me.' Jn. xH 82. 
Can any man imagine, that by all, in this place, 
he should mean all and erery individual man in 
the world, and not rather that all that is consonant 
to the scope of the place ? And if, by being 
' lifted up from the earth, ' he means, as he should 
seem, his being taken up into heaven ; and if, by 
' drawing all men after him,' he meant a drawing 
them unto that place of glory ; then must he mean 
by ALL men, those, and only those, that shall in 
truth be eternally saved from the wrath to come. 
'For God hath concluded them all in imbelief, 
that he might haVe mercy upon all.' Ro. zL 82. Here 
again you have all and all, two alls ; but yet a 
greater disparity between the all made mention of 
in the first place, and that all made mention of the 
second. Those intended in this text are the Jews, 
even all of them, by the first all that you find in 
the words. The second aU doth also intend the 
same people ; but yet only so many of them as 
God will have mercy upon. * He hath concluded 
them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy 
upon all.' The all also in the text, is likewise to 
be limited and restrained to the saved, and to them 
only. But again;— 

The word 'giveth,* or \sssaJw>» 
restrained, after the Bame 'm«b\iii<^x^ \a 



iv to the Son in tho lurg^^v 
there arc many given to him that she 
} unto him ; yea, many are given in 
he will * cast out. * I shall, therefc 
V you tho truth of this ; and then i 
>e the gift in tho teit must be taken. 
^irst, [All cannot be intended in ita 
se.] That all that arc given to ChrisI 
:e the gift of the Father to him in the 
ise, cannot be intended in the text, is e^ 

1 . Because, then, all the men, yea, all tl 
the world, must be saved. * All thin/ 

3, 'are delivered unto me of my Father, 
his, I think, no rational man in the v 
mclude. Therefore, the gift intended i 
lUst be restrained to some, to a gift ih 
Y way of speciality by the Father to tl 

2. It must not be' taken for all, t 

♦iiA Father to him, 1 
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rs. it This method he useth not with them that 
he saveth hj his grace, hut with those that him- 
self and saints shall rule over in justice and sever- 
ity. Re. iL 2G, 27. Yet, as jou scc, * they are given 
to him.' Therefore, the gift intended in the text 
must he restrained to some, to a gift that is given 
hy way of speciality hy the Father to the Son. 

In Fs. xxiii he saith plainly, that some are given 
to him that he might destroy them. * Thou hast 
given me the necks of mine enemies ; that I might 
destroy them that hate me.' ver. 40. These, there- 
fore, cannot he of the numhor of those that are 
said to he given in the text ; for those, even all 
of them, shall come to him, * and he will in no 
wise cast them out.' 

3. Some are given to Christ, that he hy them 
might hrmg ahout some of his high and deep 
designs in the world. Thus Judas was given to 
Christ, to v/it, that hy him, even as was deter- 
mined hefore, he might hring ahout his death, and 
so the salvation of his elect hy his hlood. Yea, 
and Judas must so manage this husiness, as that 
he must lose himself for ever in hringing it to pass. 
Therefore the Lord Jesus, even in his losing of 
Judas, applies himself to the judgment of his Fa- 
ther, if he had not in that thing done that which 
was right, even in suftering of J udas so to hrluQ^, 
ahout his Master's death, t\v^\.\\QkX£C\^\.^^s^ ^ 
doing, bring about hia ovn e\»TOfii ^OTsa^^J^^wv ^ 
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' Those/ said he, ' that thou gayest me, I havo 
kept, and none of them is lost, hut the sou of per- 
-dition ; that the Scripture might be fulfilled. * Jil 
x?iL 12. Let us, then, grant that Judas was given 
to Christ, but not as others are given to him, not 
as those made mention of in the text ; for then ho 
should have failed to have been so received by 
Christ, and kept to eternal life. Indeed, he was 
given to Christ ; but he was given to him to lose 
him, in the way that I have mentioned before ; he 
was given to Christ, that he by him might bring 
about his own death, as was before determined ; 
and that in the overthrow of him that did it. Yea, 
he must bring about his own death, as was be- 
fore determined, and that in the overthrow of him 
that did it. Yea, he must bring about his dying 
for us iu the loss of the instrument that betrayed 
him, that he might even fulfil the Scripture in his. 
destruction, as well as in the salvation of the rest. 

• And none of them is lost, but the son of perdi- 
tion ; that the Scripture might be fulfilled.' 

[Second, Those intended as the gift.] — The gift, 
therefore, in the text, must not be taken in the 
largest sense, but even as the words will bear, to 
wit, for such a gift as he accepteth, and promiseth 
to be an cfi*ectual means of eternal salvation to. 

* All that the Father giveth me shall come to me ; 
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 

out* ' Mark I they shall oomo that are m special 
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given to me; and they Bball by no means be 
rejected. For this is the substance of the text. 

Those, therefore, intended as the gift in the text, 
are those that are given by covenant to the Son ; 
those that in other pkces are called ' the elect,' 
'the chosen,' Uhe sheep,' and 'the children of 
the promise,' ioo. 

These be they that the Father hath given to 
Christ to keep them ; those that Christ hath pro- 
mised eternal life unto ; those to whom he hath 
given his word, and that he will have with him in 
his kingdom to behold his glory. 

' This is the Father's will which hath sent me, 
that of all which he hath given me I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last 
day. ' Jn. vL 89. * And I give unto them eternal life ; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. My Father which 
gave them me, is greater than all ; and no man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.' 
Jn. X. 28. 'As thou hast given him power over all 
flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him. Thine they were, and 
thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy 
word ; I pray for them : I pray not for the world, 
but for them which thou hast given me ; for they 
are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are 
mine ; and I am glorified in them." * IL-eic^^^^^^ 
thine own name those whom t\iou\i»A\» "^^^^ 
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that tlicy may be one, as we are.' * Father, I will 
that thej also, whom thou hast given me, bo with 
roe where .1 am ; that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst mebeforo 
the foundation of the world.' Jn. xvii. i, 6, o, lo, 24. 

All these sentences are of the same import with 
the text; and the alls and manies, those, they, 
&c., in these several sayings of Christ, are the 
same with all the given in the text. ' All that the 
Father giveth.* 

So that, as I said before, the word all, as also 
other words, must not be taken in such sort as our 
foolish fancies or groundless opinions will prompt 
us to, but do admit of an enlargement or a restric- 
tion, according to the true meaning and intent of 
the text. We must therefore diligently consult the 
meaning of the text, by comparing it with other 
the sayings of God ; so shall we be better able to 
find out the mind of the Lord, in the word which 
he has given us to know it by. 

[the person giving, the FATnER.] 

•All that the Father giveth.* By this word 
•Father,' Christ describeth the person giving; by 
which we may learn several useful things. 

IHrst, That the Lord God, and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, is concerned with the Son in 
^/i0 salvation of his people. True, oAtA^ as to 



COME AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST. 17 

our salvation, are diverse from those of the Son ; 
he was not capable of doing that, or those things 
for us, as did the Son ; he died not, he spilt not 
blood for our redemption, as the Son ; but yet he 
hath a hand, a great hand, in our salvation too. 
As Christ saith, * The Father himself loveth you,' 
and his love is manifest in choosing of us, in giving 
of us to his Son ; yea, and in giving his Son also 
to be a ransom for us. Hence he is called, ' The 
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort.' 
For here even the Father hath himself found out, 
and made way for his grace to come to us through 
the sides and the heart-blood of his well-beloved 
Son. CoL L 12-14. The Father, therefore, is to be 
remembered and adored, as one having a chief hand 
in the salvation of sinners. We ought to give 

* thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light. ' CoL i. 12. For * the Father sent the Son to 
he the Saviour of the world.' Jn. iv. u. As also we 
see in the text, the ' Father giveth ' the sinner to 
Christ to save him. 

Second, Christ Jesus the Lord, by this word 

* Father, ' would familiarize this giver to us. Natur- 
ally the name of God is dreadful to us, especially 
when he is discovered to us by those names that 
declare his justice, holiness, power, and ^lor^ ; 

now this word 'Father' \a ^wsSiiw ^^-^^^^^^ 
frigbtetb not the sinner, \>\xl xa^StLCt yew^vsi^'^^ 
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heart to love, and be pleased with the remembranco 
of him. Hence Christ also, when he would have 
us to pray with godly boldness, puts this word 
* Father ' into our mouths ; saying, * When ye pray, 
say. Our Father which art in heaven ; ' concluding 
thereby, that by the familiarity that by such a word 
is intimated, the children of God may take moro 
boldness to pray for, and ask great things. I 
myself have often found, that when I can say but 
this word Father, it doth me more good than when 
I call him by any other Scripture name. It is 
worth your noting, that to call God by his relative 
title was rare among the saints in Old Testament 
times. Seldom do you find him called by this name ; 
no, sometimes not in three or four books : but now 
in New Testament times, he is called by no name 
so often as this, both by the Lord Jesus himself, 
and by the apostles afterwards. Indeed, the Lord 
Jesus was he that first made this name common 
among the saints, and that taught them, both in 
their discourses, their prayers, and in their writings, 
so much to use it ; it being more pleasing to, and 
discovering more plainly our interest in, God, than 
any other expression ; for by this one name we are 
made to understand that all our mercies are the 
ofiBpring of God, and that we also that are called 
are his children by adoption. 

[Import of the word givbth.] — 'All that the 
Father giveth, ' This word* gp.vetV la owt of Christ's 
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ordinary dialect, and seemeth to intimate, at the 
first sound, as if the Father's gift to the Son was 
not an act that is past, hut one that is present and 
continuing ; when, indeed, this gift was hestowed 
upon . Christ when the covenant, the eternal cove- 
nant, was made between them before all worlds. 
"Wherefore, in those other places, when this gift is 
mentioned, it is still spoken of, as of an act that is 
past ; as, ' All that he hath given me ; to as many 
as thou hast given me ; thou gavest them me ; and 
those which thou hast given me. ' Therefore, of 
necessity, this must be the first and chief sense of 
the text; I mean of this word 'giveth,* otherwise 
the doctrine of election, and of the eternal covenant 
which was made between the Father and the Son, 
in which covenant this gift of the Father is most 
certainly comprised, will be shaken, or at least- 
wise questionable, by erroneous and wicked men : 
for they may say. That the Father gave not all 
those to Christ that shall be saved, before the world 
was made ; for that this act of giving is an act of 
continuation.* 

But again, thisword * giveth ' is not to be rejected, 
for it hath its proper use, and may signify to us — 

* How clearly is every seeming difficulty explained by 
Bunyan, The Father entered into covenant with the Son, in - 
eternity, to save Ms elect; and, in tl\aft,^\)aK^ wg^Rsstxsssra^ 
earth, the Father giveth them to CStoA.\ii ^^srioos^ 
uad he luings them to eterutl ^013 . — 
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1. That though the act of giving among men 
doth admit of the time past, or the time to come, 
and is to be spoken of with reference to such time ; 
yet with God it is not so. Things past, or things 
to come, are always present with God, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ: He * calleth those things 
which be not,' that is, to us, * as though they were. ' 
Bo. iv. 17. And again, * Knowa unto God are all his 
works from the beginning of the world. * All things 
to God are present, and so the gift of the Father 
to the Son, although to us, as is manifest by the 
word, it is an act that is past. Ac. xv. is. 

2. Christ may express himself thus, to show, that 
the Father hath not only given him this portion in 
the lump, before the world was, but that those that 
he had so given, he will give him again ; that is, 
wiU bring them to him at the time of their con- 
version ; for the Father bringeth them to Christ. 
Jn. vi 44. As it is said, * She shall be brought 
unto the king in raiment of needle- work ; ' that 
is, in the righteousness of Christ ; for it is God 
that imputeth that to those that are saved. Ps. ziv. 14. 
ICo. i.^ 

A man giveth his daughter to such a man, first 
in order to marriage, and this respects the time 
past, and he giveth her again at the day appointed 
in marriage. And in this last sense, perhaps, the 
text may have a meaning ; that is, that all that the 
Father hath, before the world Nvaa, g^vN^n ^ J^&ua 
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Clirist, he giveth them again to huu in the day of 
their espousals. 

Things that are given among men, are ofttiuiea 
best at first ; to wit, when they are new ; and the 
reason is, because all earthly things wax old ; but 
with Christ it is not so. This gift of the Father is 
not old and deformed, and unpleasant in his eyes ; 
and therefore to him it is always now. Wlien the 
Lord spake of giving the land of Caiman to the 
Israelites, he saith not, that he had given, or would 
give it to them, but thus : * The Lord thy God 
giveth thee - this good land.' De. ix. c. Not but that 
he had given it to them, while they were in the 
loins of tlieir fathers, hundreds of years before. 
Yet he saith now he giveth it to them ; as if tliey 
.were now also in the very aet of taking possession, 
when as yet they were on the other side Jordan. 
What then should be the meaning? Why, I take 
it to be this. That the land should be to them 
always as new; as new as if they were taking 
possession thereof but now. And so is the gift of 
the Father, mentioned in the text, to the Son ; it 
is always new, as if it were always new. 

* All that the Father giveth me. ' In these words 
you find mention made of two persons, the Father 
and the Son ; the Father giving, and the Son re- 
ceiving or accepting of this gift. This, then, in the 
first place, clearly demonBlTBA.^\Xi, ^<^^vi^^^sst 
And the Son, though ihey, mWi XJ^^^^^-^ Q^^^'^i^^ 
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are one and the same eternal Ood ; yet, as to tlieir 
personality, are distinct. The Father is one, the 
Son is one, the Holy Spirit is one. But hecause 
there is in this text mention made hut of two of 
the three, therefore a word ahout these two. Tho 
giver and receiver cannot he the same person in a 
proper sense, in the same act of giving and receiving. 
He that giveth, giveth not to himself, hut to an- 
other ; the Father giveth not to the Father, to vnt, 
to himself, hut to the Son : the Son receiveth not 
of the Son, to wit, of himself, hut of the Father: 
so when the Father giveth commandment, he giveth 
it not to himself, hut to another ; as Christ saith, 
* He gave me a commandment. ' Jn. zii 49. So again, 
' I am one that hear witness of myself, and tho 
Father that sent me heareth witness of me. ' Jn. vm. is. 

Further, here is something implied that is not 
expressed, to wit, that the Father hath not given 
all men to Christ ; that is, in that sense as it is 
intended in this text, though in a larger, as was 
said hefore, he hath given him every one of them ; 
for then all should he saved: he hath, therefore, 
disposed of some another way. He gives some up 
to idolatry ; he gives some up to imcleanness, to 
vile affections, and to a reprohate mind. Now 
these he disposeth of in his anger, for their destruc- 
tion, that they may reap the fruit of their doings, 
and he filled with the reward of their own ways. 

fU 4Z So, i, 24, 26, 29. But UQllYi^X littCL he thu8 
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disposed of all men ; fae liath eycn of mercy resenred 
some from these judgments, and those are thej 
that he will pardon, as he saith, * For I will par- 
don them whom I reserve/ Je. L 20. Now these he 
hath given to Jesus Christ, by will, as a legacy 
and portion. Hence the Lord Jesus says, ' This 
is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of 
all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day.' Jn.irL 89. 

[the FATHER'S INTENT IN OITINO.] 

The Father, therefore, in giving of them to him 
to save them, must needs declare unto us these 
following things : — 

First, That he is able to answer this design of 
God, to wit, to save them to the uttermost sin, the 
uttemost temptation, he. He. vit 25. Hence he is 
said to lay 'help upon one thai is mighty,' 'mighty 
to save.' Pa. ixxxiz. 19. Is. ixiii. 1. And hcnco it is 
again, that God did even of old promise to send 
his people * a Saviour, a great one. ' is. xix. 20. To 
save is a great work, and calls for almightiness iu 
the undertaker: hence he is called the 'Mighty 
God, the wonderful Counsellor,' <fec. Sin is strong, 
Sat^n is also strong, death and the grave are 
strong, and so is the curse of the law ; therefore 
it follows, that this Jesus must 
the Father, accounted almiglitj, \)tLixX. V«> 



and power. 

nd lie gave us testimony of this his rnig 
I lie was employed in that part of our d 
ICC that called for a declaration of it. 
shed death ; he destroyed him that had 
r of death; he was the destruction of 
) ; he hath finished sin, and made an end 
to its damning effects upon the persons tl 
'ather hath given him ; he hath vanquish 
nirse of the law, nailed it to his cro 
phed over them upon his cross, and madi 
of these things openly. 2 tl L lo. He. ii. 14, 

. 14. Da. ix. 24. Go. iii. 13. Col. ii. 14, 15. Yca, a: 

low, as a sign of his triumph and conquei 
alive from the dead, and hath the keys < 
tid death in his own keeping. Re. 1. 18. 
)nd, The Father's giving, of them to him 
hem, declares unto us that he is and will ] 
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faithful in GocVs hou80 but as a servant; *Lut 
Christ as a Son over his own house.* iio. Hi. And 
therefore this raan is counted worthy of more glory 
tlian Moses, even upon this account, because more 
faithful than he, as well as because of the dignity 
of his person. Therefore in him, and in his trutli 
and faithfulness, God resteth well pleased, and 
liath put all the government of this people upon 
his shoulders. Knowhig that nothing shall be 
wanting m him, that may any way perfect this 
design. And of this he, to wit, tlic Son, hath 
already given a proof. For when the time was 
come, that his blood was, by Divine justice, required 
for their redemption, washing, and cleansing, he 
as freely poured it out of his heart, as if it had 
been water out of a vessel; not sticking to part 
with his own life, that the life which was laid up 
for his people in heaven might not fail to be be- 
stowed upon them. And upon this account, as 
well as upon any other, it is that God calleth him 
* my righteous servant.* la. im. il For his righteous- 
ness could never have been complete, if he had 
not been to the uttermost faithful to the work he 
undertook ; it is also, because ho is faithful and 
true, that in righteousness he doth judge and make 
work for his people's deliverance. lie will faith- 
fully perform this trust reposed in him. The 
Father knows this, and Tiatti tWd^x^ ^hwlX^a 
elect unto him. 



; - 

>ns and miscarriages. It is not to be ima^ 
e trials and provocations that the Son o: 
,th all along had with these people that 
sen given to him that saves them : indeed 
id to be * a tried stone;' for he has been 
>t only by the devil, guilt of sin, death, ai 
irse of the law, but also by his people's 
ice, unruliness, falls into sin, and dcclin 
Tors in life and doctrine. Were we but c 
f seeing how this Lord Jesus has been trie 
y his people, ever since there was one of t^ 
ae world, we should be amazed at his pi 
nd gentle carriages to them. It is said, i 
The Lord is very pitiful, slow to anger, i 
;reat mercy.* And, indeed, if he had nc 
0, he could never have endured their man 
le has done from Adam hitherto. Ther 
lis pity and bowels towards his church pi 
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til is ^foscs, as is said of him by the Holy Ghost, 
was the meekest man that was then t# be found 
in the earth ; yea, and he loved the people at a 
very great rate ; yet neither would his meekness 
nor love hold out in this work ; ho failed and grew 
passionate, even to the provoking his God to anger 
under this work. * And Moses said unto the Lord, 
AVherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant ? ' But 
what was the affliction ? Why, the Lord had said 
unto him, ' Carry this people in thy bosom as a 
nui'sing father beareth the suckling child, unto the 
land which thou swarest unto their fatliers.' And 
how then ? Not I, says Moses, * I am not able to 
bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy 
for me. If thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray 
thee, out of hand, and let me not see my wretched- 
ness.' Ku. xi 11-15. God gave them to Moses, that 
he might carry them in his bosom, that he might 
show gentleness and patience towards them, under 
all the provocations wherewith they would provoke 
liim from that time till he had brought them to 
their land ; but he failed in the work ; he could 
not exercise it, because he had not that sufficiency 
of patience towards them. But now it is said of 
the person speaking in the text, * That he shall 
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry tliem in 
his bosom, cmd shall gently lead those that aro 
with young.' is. n ii. lutiuxalVa^* ^Owfi* 
one of the qualificationB ihat Q^A A^^V^Vst^^^ 

B 



J^ourtti, The Father giving of him to save 
eclares that he hath a Biifficiency of wise 
age with all those difficulties that would 
im in his hnnging of his sons and daughtei 
orj. Ho made him to us to he wisdom ; ^ 
called wisdom itself, i Co. L so. And God 
oreover, That * he shall deal prudently. * i« 
nd, indeed, he that shall take upon him to 
iviour of the people, had need he wise, h< 
eir adversaries are suhtle ahove any. Her 
9 to encounter with the serpent, who fn 
btilty outwitted our father and mother, 
3ir wisdom was at highest. Oe. m. But if w 
wisdom, our Jesus is wise, wiser than Soh 
ler than all men, wiser than all angels ; 
>n the wisdom of God. * Christ is the wi 
God.' 1 Go. L 24. And hence it is that he tu 
, temptations, persecutions, falls, and all th 
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God hath bestowed upon us, iu that he hath given 
us to his Son, and also given his Son for us ? 

[the SON'S RECEPTION OF THE GIFT.] 

' All that the Father giveth me shall come/ In 
these last words there is closely inserted an answer 
unto the Father's end in giving of his elect to Jesus 
Christ. The Father's end was, that they might 
come to him, and be saved by him ; and that, says 
the Son, shall be done ; neither sin nor Satan,' 
neither flesh nor world, neither wisdom nor folly, 
shall hinder their coming to me. 'They shall 
come to me ; and him that cometh to me I will m 
no wise cast out.' 

Here, therefore, the Lord Jesus positively deter- 
mineth to put forth such a sufficiency of all grace 
as shall effectually perform this promise. * They 
shall come;' that is, he will cause them to come, 
by infusing of an effectual blessing into all the 
means that shall be used to that end. As was said 
to the evil spirit that was sent to persuade Ahab 
to go and fall at Ramoth-Gilead ; Go : 'Thou shalt 
persuade him, and prevail also : go forth, and do 
so,' iKi. X3di.22; BO wiU Jcsus Christ say to the 
means that shall be used for the bringing of those 
to him that the Father hath given him. I say, he 
will bless it effectually to t\ua N^x^ \x» "^^^^ 
persuade them, and slioli t)Jk!eiO\ v^^'^x^*^ 
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said, the Father's end would he frustrate ; for t^li^ 
Father's will is, that * of all which he hath given 
him, he should lose nothing, hut should raise it up 
at the last day,' Jn. n. 39 ; in order next unto himself, 
Christ the first-fruits, afterwards those that are his 
at his coming. 1 Co. xv. But this cannot he done if 
there should fail to he a work of grace effectually 
wrought, though hut in any one of them. But 
this shall not fail to he wrought in them, even 
in all the Father hath given him to save. * All 
that the Father hath given me shall come unto 
me,' &c. 

But to speak more distinctly to the words, Tuey 
* SHALL COME,* two things I would show you from 
these words — First, WMt it is to come to Christ, 
Second, What force there is in this promise, to 
make them come to him. 

[what it is to come to CHRIST. ] 

First, 1 would show you what it is to come to 
Christ. This word come must he understood 
spiritually, not carnally ; for many came to him 
carnally, or hodily, that had no saving advantage 
hy him. Multitudes did thus come unto him in the 
days of his fiesh; yea, innumerahlo companies. 
There is also at this day a formal customary com- 
hig to his ordinances and ways of worship, which 
srailelh not anything \ hut with them I shall not 
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now meddle, for tbey are not intended in tbo text. 
The coming, then, intended in the text is to be 
understood of the coming of the mind to him, even 
the moving of the heart towards him. I say the 
moving of the heart towards bim, from a sound 
sense of the absolute want that a man bath of 
him for his justiiication and salvation. 

This description of coming to Christ dividetli 
itself , into two beads: FirU, That coming to 
Christ is a moving of the mind towards bim. 
Second^ That it is a moving of the mind towards 
him, from a sound sense of the absolute want that 
a man hath of bim for bis justification and salva- 
tion. 

[Fir^,'] To speak to the first, that ilia a moving 
of the mind towa/rda Mm. This is evident ; be- 
cause coming hither or thither, if it be voluntary, 
is by an act of the mind or will ; so coming to 
Christ is through the inclining of the will. * Thy 
people shall be willing.' Ps. ex. s. This willingness 
of heart is it which sets the mind a-moving after 
or towards him. The church expresseth this mov- 
ing of her mind towards Christ by the moving of 
her bowels. * My beloved put in his hand by the 
hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for 
bim.' Ca. V. 4. * My bowels ;' the passions- of my 
mmd and affections ; which passions of the affec- 
tions are cxpi essed by -^Ciwcrvwi^ ^'s^ssv^- 
ing of (he bowels, lYie ^\>»i^s^^»^fi^. 



g towards him with tfce mind.* * And it 
)me to pass, that every thing that liveth, - 
oveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, 

re. Ezc. xlvii. 9. 

The water in this text is the grace of G 
le doctrine of it. The living things are the 
ren of men, to whom the grace of God, I 
ospel, is preached. Now, saith he, every 
ling which moveth, whithersoever the watei 
ome, shall live. And see how this word n 
5 expounded by Christ himself, in the bo( 
lie Revelations : * The Spirit and the bride 
''ome. And let him that heareth say, 
Lnd let him that is athirst, come. And who 
rill,' that is, willing, * let him take the wa 
ife freely.' Re. xxu. 17. 

So that to move in thy mind and will after ( 
s to be coming to him. There are man 
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ing to him is Bome strange and wonderful thing ; 
and, indeed, so it is. But I mean, they overlook 
the inclination of their will, the moving of their 
mind, and the sounding of their howels after him 5 
and count these none of this strange and wonderful 
thing ; when, indeed, it is a work of greatest won- 
der in this world, to see a man who was sometimes 
dead in sin possessed of the devil, an enemy to 
Christ and to all things spiritually good ; I say, 
to see this man moving with his mind after the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is one of the highest wonders 
in the world. 

Second, It is a moving of the mind towards him, 
from a sound sense of the absolute vxvnt that a man 
liath of him for his justification and scdvation. 
Indeed, without this sense of a lost condition with- 
out him, there will he no moving of the mind to- 
wards him. A moving of their mouth there may 
he; 'With their mouth they show much love.' 
Eze. xxxiiL 31. Such a people as this will come as 
the true people cometh ; that is, in show and out- 
ward appearance. And they will sit hefore God's 
ministers, as his people sit before them ; and they 
will hear his words too, but they will not do them; 
that is, will not come inwardly with their minds. 
• For with their mouth they shew much love, but 
their heart,* or mhid, * goeth after their covetous- 
ness. ' Now, all this ia becaw^^ ^^^'^ 
mol seDBe of the misery oi Uki^ Vi ^"^^ 
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for not till tliey. have that will they, in their mind, 
movo after him. Therefore, thus it in said con- 
cerning the true comers, At * that day, the great 
trumpet shall he hlown, and they shall come which 
were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and 
the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall wor- 
ship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem.* 
Is. xxAiL 18. They are then, as you see, the outcasts, 
and those that are ready to perish, that, indeed, 
have their minds effectually moved to come to Jesus 
Christ. This sense of things was that which made 
the three thousand come, that made Saul come, 
that made the jailer come, and that, indeed, makes 
all others come, that come effectually. Ac. ii. 8, is. 

Of the true coming to Christ, the four lepers 
were a famous semhlance, of whom you read, 2 kl 
vii. 3, i^c. The famine in those days was sore in 
the land, there was no hread for the people ; and 
as for that sustenance that was, which was asses' 
flesh and doves* dung, that was only in Samaria, 
and of these the lepers had no share, for they were 
thrust without the city. Well, now they sat in 
the gate of the city, and hunger was, as I may 
say, making his last meal of them ; and heing, 
therefore, half dead already, what do they think 
of doing ? Why, first they display the dismal 
colours of death hefore each other's faces, and then 
resolve what to do, saying, • If wo say we will 
eiDter into the city, then t\io ^amm^ is m lli^ ci^. 
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and we shall die there : if we sit still here, we dio 
also. Now, thei'efore, come, let us fall unto the 
host of the Syrians : if they save us alive, we shall 
live ; if they kill us, we shaJl hut die.' Here, now, 
was necessity at work, and this necessity drove 
them to go thither for life, whither else they would 
never have gone for it. Thus it is with them that 
in truth come to Jesus Christ. Death is hefore 
them, they see it and feel it ; ho is feeding upon 
them, and will eat them quite up, if they come not to 
Jesus Christ; and therefore they come, even of neces- 
sity, heing foit^ed thereto by that sense they have of 
their being utterly and everlastingly undone, if they 
find not safety in him. These are they that will 
come. Indeed, these are they that are invited to 
come. ' Come unto me, all ye that labour and arc 
heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest.' Mat. xi28. 

Take two or three things to make this moro 
plain ; to wit, That coming to Christ floweth from 
a sound sense of the absolute need that a man hath 
of him, as afore. 

1. 'They shall come with weeping, and with 
supplications will I lead them ; I will cause them 
to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way 
wherein they shall not stumble. * Je. xxxi. o. Mind 
it ; they come with weeping and supplication ; they 
come with prayers and tears. Now prayers and 
tears are the effects of a y\^Vi\. ^1 ^^^^^ 
mercy. Thus a senscVcBa ^^^sx^^>^^■^ 
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cannot pray, he cannot cry, he cannot come sen- 
sible of what he sees not, nor feels. * In those 
days, and m that time - the children of Israel 
shall come ; they and the children of Judah toge- 
ther, going and weeping : they shall go and seek 
the Lord their God. They shall ask the way to 
Zion with their faces thitherward, saying ^ Come 
and let us join om-selves to the Lord in a pei-petual 
covenant Ihat shall not be forgotten.' Je. L 4, 5. 

2. This coming to Christ, it is called a running 
to him, as filing to him ; a flying to him from 
wrath to come. By all which tei-ms is set forth 
the sense of the man that comes ; to wit. That he 
is aflected with the sense of his sin, and the death 
due thereto ; that he is sensible that the avenger 
of blood pursues him, and that, therefore, he is 
tims off, if he makes not speed to the Son of God 
for life. Mat. m. 7. Pa. cxiui. 0. Flying is the last 
work of a man in danger; all*that are in danger 
do not fly ; no, not all that see themselves in dan- 
ger ; flying is the last work of a man in danger ; 
all that hear of danger will not fly. Men will con- 
sider if there be no other way of escape before they 
fly. Therefore, as I said, flying is the last thing. 
When all refuge fails, and a man is made to see 
that there is nothing left him but sin, death, and 
damnation, unless he flies to Christ for life ; then 
ho flies, and not till then. 

3, That tho true coming ia ivow\ tii ^^w&e of an 
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absolute need of Jesus Clirist to save, &c.» is evi- 
dent by the outcry that is made by them to come, 
even as they are coming to him, * Lord, save mo,' 
or I perish ; * Men and brethren, what shall wo 
do ? ' * Sirs, what must I do to be saved ? ' and the 
like. Mat. xiv. 80. Ac ii 87 ; x^i. 80. This language doth 
sufficiently discover that the truly-coming souls 
are souls sensible of their need of salvation by Jesus 
Christ ; and, moreover, that there is nothing else 
that can help them but Christ. 

4. It is yet further evident by these few things 
that follow: It is said that such are 'pricked in 
their heart, ' that is, with the sentence of death by 
the law ; and the least prick in the heart kills a 
man. Ac ii. 87. Such are said, as I said before, to 
weep, to tremble, and to be astonished in them- 
selves at the evident and unavoidable danger that 
(ittends them, unless they fly to Jesus Christ. 

Ac ix. 16. 

5. Coming to Christ is attended with an honest 
and sincere forsaking of all for him. * If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father and mother, 
and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my dis- 
ciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my disciple. * Ln. xiv. 

2G, 27. 

By these and the like eiL^^x^m^^^ ^wsNws^^^ 
ChriBt deecribeth tte txuo comet, ox 



vaj to hinder his coming to Jesus Christ, 
ire a great many pretended comers to Jesus 
n the world ; and they are much like to th 
fou read of in Mat xxL so, that said to his fs 
)idding, *I go, Sir, and went not.* I say, 
ire a great many such comers to Jesus C 
:hey say, when Christ calls hy his gospel, I 
^ir; but still they abide by their pleasure 
carnal delights. They come not at all, onl 
rive him a courtly compliment ; but he takes 
)f it, and will not let it pass for any more t 
lie. Ho said, 'I go, Sir, and went not;' 1 
jembled and lied. Take heed of this, yoi 
Matter yourselves with you own deceivings. 
(vill not do with Jesus Christ. Coming iao 
ind nothing else will go for coming with hii 

' Objections that usuaUy lie in the vxxy of con 
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are not right in coming to Mm, Quest. Why, what 
is thine end in coming to Christ? Anew. My end 
is, that I might have life, and he saved hy Jesus 
Christ. 

This is the ohjeetion ; well, let me tell thee, that 
to come to Christ for life, and to he saved, although 
at present thou hast no other end, is a lawful and 
good coming to Jesus Christ. This is evident, ho- 
cause Christ propoundeth life as the only argument 
to prevail with sinners to come to him, and so also 
hlameth them hecause they come not to him for 
life. * And ye will not come to me, that ye might 
have life.' Ju. io. Besides, there are many other 
scriptures wherehy lie allureth sinners to come to 
liim, in which he propoundeth nothing to them hut 
their safety. As, * Whosoever helieveth in him 
should not perish ; ' he that helieveth is ' passed 
from death unto life,' * He that helieveth - shall 
be saved.* 'He that helieveth on him is not 
condenuied.' And helieving and coming are all 
one. So that you see, to come to Christ for 
life, is a lawful coming and good. In that he 
helieveth, that he alone hath made atonement for 
sin. Ro. iL 

And let me add over and above, that for a man 
to come to Christ for life, though he comes to him 
for nothing else hut life, it is to give much honour 
to him. 

1. He Lonoiireth ihe ^otJi GVlyns^^ 
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senteth to the truth of it ; and that in these two 
general heads. (1.) He consenteth to the truth of 
all those sayings that testify that sin is most 
abominahle in itself, dishonourable to God, and 
damnable to the soul of man ; for thus saith the 
man that cometh to Jesus Christ. Je. xiiy. 4. Ro. ii. 23 ; 
\t 23. 2 Th. ii. 12. (2.) In that he believeth, as the 
word hath said, that there is in the world's best 
things, righteousness and all, nothing but death 
and damnation; for so also says the man that 
comes to Jesus Christ for life. Ro. Tii. 24, 25 ; viii. 2, 3. 

2 Co. iii. 6-8. 

2. He honoureth Chnst's person, in that he 
believeth that there is life in him, and that he is 
able to save him from death, hell, the devil, and 
damnation ; for unless a man believes this, he will 
not come to Christ for life. He. vii. 24, 25. 

3. He honoureth him, in that he believeth that 
he is authorized of the Father to give life to those 
that come to him for it. Jn. v. 11, 12 ; xvii. 1-3. 

4. He honoureth the priesthood of Jesus Christ. 
(1.) In that he believeth that Christ hath more 
power to save from sin by the sacrifice that he hath 
offered for it, than hath all law, devils, death, or 
sin to condemn. He that believes not this, will 
not come to Jesus Christ for life. Ac xUL 88. He, ii. 
14, 15. Re. i 17, 18. (2.) In that he believeth that 
Christ, according to his office, will be most faithful 

and merciful in the discharge of his office. This 
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niuBt be Licluded in tbe faith of him that oomos for 
life to Jesus Christ, i Jn. ii i-s. He. iL n, is. 

•5. Further, He that oometh to Jesus Christ for 
life, taketh part with him against sin, and against 
the ragged and imperfect righteousness of the 
world ; yea, and against false Christs, and damn- 
able errors, that set themselves against the worthi* 
ness of his morits and suffioiency. This is evident, 
for that such a soul siugleth Christ out from them 
all, as the only one that oan save. 

6. Therefore as Noah, at God's command, thott 
preparest this ark, for the saving of thyself, by 
which also thou condemnest the world, and art 
become heir of the righteousness which is by faith. 
He. XL 7. Wherefore, coming sinner, be content ; 
he tliat Cometh to Jesus Christ, believeth too that 
he is willing to show mercy to, and have com- 
passion upon him, though unworthy, that comes 
to him for hfe. And therefore thy soul lieth not 
only under a special invitation to come, but under 
a promise too of being accepted and forgiven* 

Mat. xL 28. 

All these particular parts and qualities of faith 
are in that soul that comes to Jesus Christ for life, 
as is evident to any indifferent judgment. For, 
will he that believeth not the testimony of Christ 
concerning the baseness of sin, and the insuffi- 
ciency of the righteousneaa of lltt.^ ^wV^^ ^wssa ^ 
Christ for life ? No. He tVi«.\. \>^Cvsh^^ ^^"^ ^ 



veu Ubnst power to lorgive, comes not. iic 
iuketh that thero is more in siu, in the la 
iath, and the devil, to destroy, than there 
hrist to save, comes not. He also that quei 
s faithful management of his priesthood fc 
Ivation of sinners, comes not. 
Thou, then, that art indeed the coming si 
ilievest all this. True, perhaps thou dos 
3lieve with that full assurance, nor hast 
isurc to take notice of thy faith as to thes 
act acts of it ; hut yet all this faith is ir 
)miug to Christ for life. And the faith thai 
orketh, is the faith of the hest and purest 
3cause this man comes alone as a sinner, a 
^eing that life is, and is to be had only in 
hrist. 

Before I conclude my answer to this ohje 
ike into thy consideration these two things. 
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pare the way ; take up the stumblingblock out of 
the way of my people.' is. iviLU. This is meant 
of prcpariug the way to the city of refuge, that tho 
slayers might escape thither ; which flying slayers 
are here, by way of specialty, called the people of 
Cod; even those of them that escaped thither for 
life. 

2dly. Consider that of Ahab, when Benhadad 
sent to him for life, saying, * Thus saith thy ser- . 
vant Benhadad, I pray thee let me live.* Though 
Eenhadad -had sought the crown, khigdom, yea, 
and also the life of Ahab, yet how effectually doth 
Benhadad prevail with him ! Is Benhadad yet 
alive? saith Ahab ; He is my brother ; yea, go ye, 
bring him to me. So he made him ride in his 
chariot. I'm. xx. 

Coming sinner, what thinkest thou? If Jesus 
Christ had as little goodness in him as Ahab, ho 
might grant an humble Benhadad life; thou neither 
beggest of him his crown and dignity ; life, eternal 
life, will serve thy turn. How much more then 
shalt thou have it, since thou hast to deal with 
him who is goodness and mercy itself! yea, since 
thou art also called upon, yea, greatly encouraged 
by a promise of life, to come unto him for life ! 
Read also these Scriptures, No. xxxv. ii, 14, 15. Jos. xx. 
i-Hj. iicb. vi. iG-21. 

Object, 2. Whm I say I onl\| seek m-vj^dj ^ Iwosiv. 
Iclo mt Jind tiiat I do desiga GoSl a ^^^^ 
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<ywn salvaUon hy CJirist, and that makes me fear 1 
do not come aright. 

Anew. Where doth Christ Jesus require such a 
qualification of those that are coming to him for 
h'fe? Come thou for life, and trouble not thy head 
with such objections against thyself, and let God 
and Christ alone to glorify themselves in the sal- 
vation of such a worm as thou art. The Father 
• saith to the Son, * Thou art my servant, Israel, 
in whom I will be glorified/ God propoundeth 
life to sinners, as the argument to pi-evail with 
them to come to him for life; and Christ says 
plainly, *I am come that they might have life.*. 
Jn. X. 10. He hath »o need of thy designs, though 
thou hast need of his. Eternal life, pardon of 
sin, and deliverance from wrath to come, Christ 
propounds to thee, and these bo the things that 
thou hast need of; besides, God will be gracious 
and merciful to worthless, undeserving wretches ; 
come then as such an one, and lay no stumbling- 
blocks in the way to him, but come to him for life, 

and live. Jn. t. 84 ; x. lO ; iU. 8G. Mat. i. 21 ; Tr. viil 85, 8C. 
1 Th. i. 10. Jn. xi. 25, SG. 

When the jailer said, * Sirs, What must I do 
to be saved?' Paul did not so much as once ask 
him. What is your end in this question? do you 
design the glory of God, in the salvation of your 
soul? He had more wit; he knew that such 
questions as those would have been but fools' 
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babbles about, instead of a sniBeient salve* to so 
weighty a question as this. Wherefore, since this 
poor wretch lacked salvation by Jesus Christ, I 
mean to be saved from hell and death, whiob he 
knew, now, was due to him for the sins that he had 
committed, Paul bids him, like a poor condemned 
sinner as he was, to proceed still in this his way 
of self-seeking, saying, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.' Ac. xvi. 80-82. I 
know that afterwards thou wilt desire to glonfy 
Christ by walking in the way of his precepts ; but 
at present thou wantest life ; the avenger of blood 
is behind thee, and the devil like a roaring lion is 
behind thee ; well, come now, and obtain life from 
these ; and when thou hast obtained some comfort- 
able persuasion that thou art made partaker of 
life by Christ, then, and not till then, thou wilt 
say, ' Bless the Lord, my soul, and all that is 
within me Ness his holy name. Bless the Lord, 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits :t who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy 



* * Salve relief, aid, or help. 

Wliicli CamLell seing, though ho could not salve, 

lie done tindoc, yet for to salve his name 
A.nd purchase honour to his friend's hehalve. 

This goodly counterfcsauuce he did frame.* 

Spenser's Faery dueeiu 

t Wc cannot remember all W'eSiXJ^Xs^^'^^^ ^ 
we arc to foi^ct them all I — ISb. 
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diseases ; who redeometli thy life from dcstructiou ; 
who crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender 
mercies.* Pb. cUL 1-4. 

Object. 3. Bat I cannot believe that I came V 
Christ aright, because sometimes I am apt to guestior 
his very being and office to save. 

Thus to do is horrihle; but mayest thou not 
judge amiss in this matter? 

How can I judge amiss, when I judge as I feel ? 
Poor soul! Thou mayest judge amiss for all 
that. Why, saith the sinner, I think that these 
questionings come from my heart. 

Let me answer. That which comes from thy 
heart, comes from thy will and affections, from 
thy understanding, judgment, and conscience, for 
these must acquiesce in thy questioning, if thy 
questioning be with thy heart. And how sayest 
thou, for to name no more, dost thou with thy 
affection and conscience thus question ? Answ. No, 
my conscience trembles when such thoughts come 
into my mind; and my affections are otherwise 
inclined. 

Then I conclude, that these things are either 
suddenly injocted by the devil, or else are the 
fruits of that body of sin and death that yet dwells 
within thee, or perhaps from both together. 

If they come wholly from the devil, as they 
seem, because thy conscience and affections art 
against them, or if they come from that body oi 
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death that is in thee, and he not thou curious in 
inquiring from whether of them they come, the 
safest way is to lay enough at thy own door; 
nothing of this should hinder thy coming, nor 
make thee conclude thou comcst not aright.* 

And hefore I leave thee, let me a little query 
with thee ahout this matter. 

1 . Dost thou like these wicked hlasphemies ? 
Answ. No, no, their presence and working kills me. 

2. Dost thou mourn for them, pray against them, 
and hate thyself because of them? Answ. Yes, 
yes ; but that which afflicts me is, I do not prevail 
against them. 

3. Dost thou sincerely choose, mightest thou 
have thy choice, that thy heart might be affected 
and taken with the things that are best, most 
heavenly, and holy? Answ. With all my heart, 
and death the next hour, if it were God's will, 
rather than thus to sin against him. 

Well then, thy not liking of them, thy moum- 



♦ Chiistian, in the Valley of the Shadow of Death, was thus 
exercised : — * I took notice that now poor Christian was so 
confounded that he did not know his own voice; and thus I 
jjcrceived it: — Just when he was come over against the mouth 
of the burning pit, one of the wicked ones got behind him, 
and stepped up softly to him, and whispcringly suggested 
nany grievous blasphemies to him, which he verily thought had 
proceeded firom his own mind.* See Grcwe A\>ouna.wQ^ 
No. 100-102.--ED. 
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iiig for them, thy praying against them, and thy 
loathing thyself because of them, with thy sincere 
choosing of those thoughts for thy delectation that 
are heavenly and holy, clearly declares, that these 
things are not countenanced either with thy will, 
affections, understanding, judgment, or conscience ; 
and so, that thy heart is not in them, but that 
rather they come immediately from the devil, or 
arise from the body of death that is in thy fl«sh, 
of which thou oughtest thus to say, * Now, then, 
it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelletli 
in me.* Ro. viL 17. 

I will give thee a pertinent instance'. In Deut. 
xxii., thou mayest read of a betrothed damsel, one 
betrothed to her beloved, one that had given him 
her heart and mouth, as thou hast given thyself 
to Christ ; yet was she met with as she walked in 
the field, by one that forced her, because he was 
stronger than she. Well, what judgment now 
doth God, the righteous judge, pass upon the 
damsel for this ? * The man only that lay with 
her,' saith God, ' shall die. But unto the damsel 
thou shalt do nothing ; there is in the damsel no 
sin woiihy of death. For, as when a man riseth 
against his neighbour, and slayeth him, even sr 
is this matter ; for he found her in the field, anc 
the betrothed damsel cried, and there ivas none t( 
save her.' De. xxii 25-27. 

T/joii art this damsel. The man that foj- 
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thee with these hlasphemous thoughts, is the 
devil ; and he lighteth upon thee in a fit place, 
even in the field, as thou art wandering after Jesus 
Christ ; hut thou criest out, and hy thy cry did 
show, that thou ahhorj*est such wicked lewdness. 
Well, the Judge of all the earth will do right ; ho 
will not lay the sin at thy door, hut at his that 
ofiered the violence. And for thy comfort take 
this into consideration, that he came to heal them 
* that were, oppressed of the devil.' Ac. x. 38. 

Object, 4. But, saith another, I am so heartless, 
80 slow, and, as I think, soiridifferentin my coming, 
that, to speak truth, I know not whdher my kind of 
coming ought to he caUed a coming to Christ, 

Answ, You know that I told you at first, that 
coming to Christ is a moving of the heart and 
affections towards him. 

But, saith the soul, my dulness and indifferency 
in all holy duties, demonstrate my heartlessness 
in coming ; and to come, and not with the heart, 
signifies nothing at all. 

1. The moving of the heart after Christ is not 
to he discerned, at all times, hy thy sensible affec- 
tionate performance of duties, hut rather hy those 
secret groanings and complaints which thy soul 
makes to God against that sloth that attends thee 
in duties. 

2. But grant it to he even as thou. 

that thou comest so slowlj, fcc,, -j^^.* ^Vx>sx» 



3 them oouie ihat eome not at all, aurfilj 

y be accepted tliat come, tJion^k altended 'M 

ijifii wliich thou jvt prcecut groanc 

li'T. Uii ajiitli, ' And h'un that cometli ; * J 
fli not, ir till J come ^^iiaiUe; so fast; bu 
t\>.\ liini that cometh to me I will in no wl 
L "-lit/ He saith also in the uintb of ProFerb 
ii/or Km ih^k lyanletfa qitfari ta pil ing, ' that j 
heart ffin^oftentifme^ttem^oftttaiM^^ 
tliG lieart), ' coiiie, eat of mj broftdf and 
ihc nine wliicli I liave uimglocl/ 
3* Thou iruiji^st hii veln^uitiiit in tliy spiiiL 
iiiug to Jeaus Christ, and jfct be plngucd wi 
i^ihle j|filli| BO was the chui eh wIjcli ahc crie 

me, we will run after thee;* and Paul, wbi 
said, 'When I wonkl do good, evil ia prete 
til me,' Ct iiv. vtL. Gil V. TJic works, stni 
ngs, and oppositions of the fit^^h, aia tuo 
iiiifost thmi aro tho works of tlie Si>iiit m o 
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and warm gleads* of promise aro liko the com- 
fortable beams of the sun, which liven and re- 
fresh.! You see how little the bee and fij do plaj 
in the air in winter; why, the cold hinders them 
from doing it ; but when the wind and sun is warm, 
who so busy as thej? 

5. But again, ho that comes to Christ, flies for 
his life. Now, there is no man that flies for his 
life, that thinks he speeds fast enough on his 
journey ; no, could he, he would willingly take a 
mile at a step. my sloth and hcartlessness, 
sayest thou ! ' Oh that I had wings like a dove ! 
fo7' tJten would I fly away, and be at rest. I 
would hasten my escape from the windy storm arid 
tempest. * Pa. Ir. 6, 8. 

Poor coming soul, thou art like the man that 
would ride full gallop, whose horse will hardly 
trot ! Now, the desire of his mind is not to be 
judged of by the slow pace of the dull jade he rides 
on, but by the hitching, and kicking, and spur- 



* 'Warm glcads;' from Saxon glow, onythiug heated or 
hot. 

' My destiny to beliold ber doth me leade. 
And yet 1 know I ranne into the gUade* — Wyatt. — ^£d. 

t ^lany misspend their time in poring upon their own 
hearts, to find out some evidence of their ir»tcrest in Christ, 
when they should rather be employed in receiving Christ, and 
walking in him, by a conHdeiit ^UTii^!^ ^^'OaA \i>2^«^ 
testimony, — Ma^on. 
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ring, as he sits on his back. Thj flesh is like this 
dull jade ; it will not gallop after Christ ; it will 
be backward, though thy soul and heaven lie at 
stake.* But be of good comfort, Christ judgeth 
not according to the fierceness of outward motion, 
Mar. X. 17, but according to the sincerity of the heart 
and inward parts, Jn. L 47. Pa. IL e. Mat xxvi. 4i. 

6. Ziba, in appearance, came to* David much 
faster than did Mephibosheth ; but yet his heart 
was not so upright in him to David as was his. 
It is true, Mephibosheth had a check from Daidd ; 
for, said he, * Why wentest not thou with me, 
Mephibosheth?' But when David came to re- 
member that Mephibosheth was lame, for that was 
his plea — * thy servant is lame ' (2 Sa. xix.), he was 
content, and concluded; he would have come after 
him faster than he did ; and Mephibosheth appealed 
to David, who was in those days as an angel of 
God, to know all things that are done in the earth, 
if he did not believe that the reason of his back- 
wardness lay in his lameness, and not in his mind. 
Why, poor coming sinner, thou canst not come to 
Christ with that outward swiftness of a courier as 
many others do ; but doth the reason of thy back- 

* How striking are Bimyan's illustrations I The devil, as r 
roaring lion, is in pursuit of the flying sinner ; he would ^ 
faster than his infirmities will let him. We cannot wo 
that modem preachers horrowed so vivid and truthful a fie 



COHE AND WELCO^ TO JESUS CHRIST. 53 

wardDess lie in thy mind and will, 6r in the slug- 
gishness of the flesh ? Canst thou say sincerely, 
* The spirit indeed is willing, hut the flesh is weak.* 
^fAL xxvL 41. Yea, canst thou appeal to the Lord 
Jesus, who knoweth perfectly the very inmost 
thought of thy heart, that this is true ? Then take 
this for thy comfort, he hath said, * I will assomhlc 
her that halteth - I will make her that halted a 
remnant,' ml iy. 6, 'and I will sayeher that halteth.' 
zcp. iii 19. What canst thou have more from the 
sweet lips of the Son of God? But, 

7. I read of some that are to follow Christ in 
chains ; I say, to come after him in chains. * Thus 
saith the Lord, The lahour of Egypt, and mer- 
ciiandise of Ethiopia and of the Saheans, men of 
stature, shall come over tmto. thee, and they shall 
be thine: they shall come after thee: in chains 
.hey shall come over, and they shall fall down unto 
hee : thoy shall make supplication unto thee, say^ 
ig - Surely there is none else ' to save. is. xiv. i4. 
urely they that come after Christ in chains, come 

him in great difliculty, because their steps, by 

3 chains, are straitened. 

And what chains are so heavy as those that 
courage thee? Thy chain, which is made up 
;uilt and filth, is heavy ; it is a wretched bond 
it thy neck, by which thy strength doth fail. 

14; iil. 18. But come, t\\0\\^\l <5.WCvSi*^» '^a- 

s; it is glory to CliYHit ^ ivaafex ^was^ 
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Answ. Yea ; and God forbids that prayers sliould 
Le made to liim for them. Je. vL 16. Jude 22. 

Quest. Then, why may not I doubt that I may 
be one of these ? 

Answ. By no means, if thou art coming to Jesus 
Christ; because when God shuts the door upon 
men, he gives them no heart to come to Jesus 
Christ. * None come but those to whom it is given 
of the Father. ' But thou comest, therefore it is 
given to thee of the Father. 

Be sure, therefore, if the Father hath given theo 
an heart to come to Jesus Christ, the gate of mercy 
yet stands open to thee. For it stands not wili 
the wisdom of God to give strength to come to the 
birth, and yet to shut up the womb, is. ixvi 9 ; to 
give grace to come to Jesus Christ, and yet shut 
up the door of his mercy upon thee. * Incline your 
ear,' saith ho, * and come imto me: hear, and your 
soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.' 

IB. Iv. 8. 

Object. But it is said, that some knocked when 
the door was shut. 

Answ. Yes ; but the texts in which these knockers 
are mentioned, are to be referred unto the day of 
judgment, and not to the coming of the sinner to 
Christ in this life. See the texts, Mat. xxv. 11. 1/ 
m. 24, 25. These, therefore, concern thee nothii 
At all, that art coming to CUvUt) thou 1 
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coming now ! * Now ia the accepted time ; behold, 
now is the day of salvation.* 2 Co. vi. 2. Now. God 
is upon .the mercy-seat; now Christ Jesus sits 
by, continually pleading the victory of his blood 
for sinners ; and now, even as long as this world 
lasts, this word of the text shall still be free, and 
fully fulfilled ; * And him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast' out.' 

Sinner, the greater sinner thou art, the greater 
need of mercy thou hast, and the more will Christ 
be glorified thereby. Come then, come and try ; 
come, taste and see how good the Lord is to an 
undeserving sinner ! 

Obfect. 6. £iU, says another, I am faUen since I 
began to come to Christ ; there/ore I fear I did not 
come aright, and so consequently that Christ vnU noo 
receive me, 

Answ. Falls are dangerous, for they dishonour 
Christ, wound the conscience, and cause the ene- 
mies of God to speak reproachfully. But it is no 
good argument, I am fallen, therefore I was not 
coming aright to Jesus Christ. If David, and 
Solomon, and Peter, had thus objected against 
themselves, they had added to their griefs ; and 
yet, at least they had as much cause as thou. A 
man whose steps are ordered by the Lord, and 
whose goings the Lord delights in, may yet be 
overtaken with a temptation \\v«i.\. mvj <iw».^\ssss^. 



and falls ; falls pardonable and fails unparao 
Falls unpardonable are falls against ligbt, fn 
faith, to the despising of, and trampling upon 
Christ and his blessed undertakings. He. vi. 2-6; 
Now, as for such, there remains no more sf 
for sin. Indeed, they have no heart, no mi 
desire to come to Jesus Christ for life, th 
they must perish. Nay, says the Holy Gh( 
is impossible that they should be renewed 
unto repentance.' Therefore these God 1 
compassion for, neither ought we; but fo 
falls though they be dreadful, and God will c 
his people for them, they do not prove thee a 
less man, one not coming to Jesus Christ f 
It is said of the child in the gospel, tha 
• he was yet a-coming, the devil threw him 
and tare him.* Lu-ix. 42. Dejected sinner, 
wonder that thou hast caught a fall in coi 
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vre are by Dature. 2. What weaknesses are in us. 
3. What mighty powers the fallen angels, our im- 
placable enemies, are. 4. Considering also how 
often the coming man is benighted in his journey ; 
and also what stumblingblocks do lie in his way. 
5. Also his familiars, that were so before, now 
watch for his halting, and seek by what means 
they may to cause him to fall by the hand of their 
strong ones. 

What then ? Must we, because of these temp- 
tations, incline to fall ? No. Must we not fear 
falls ? Yes. * Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall.' i Co. x. 12. Yet let him not 
utterly be cast down ; * The Lord upholdeth all 
that fall, and raiseth up those that are bowed 
down.* Make not light of falls ! . Yet, hast thou 
fallen ? * Ye have,* said Samuel, * done all this 
wickedness ; yet turn not aside from following the 
Lord,' but serve him with a perfect heart, and tura 
not aside, 'for the Lord will not forsake his people,' 
and he oounteth the coming sinner one of them, 
* because it hath pleased to Lord to make you his 
people.' 1 So. xU. 20-22. 

[what force there is in the promise to make 
them gome to christ.] 

Second, * Shall come to me.' 

show WHAT FORCE THERE- IS \S TOl^ ^^'ii^SSSk ^ 
C 



t'OMK ANJJ WELCOME TO .JESUS rHRlST* 

E THEM COME TO iiiii. *A11 th&t tha F&l 
^ th me aliall coma to mo.* I will ^peaih 

fird], Li geaemL Tliis word shali, is i 
ta tkesQ all that arc given to Christ. J 
t the Father givB^b ilid fllAS | 
nee I conclude, 

L That combg to Jeana €%iiie£ aHgkt i% 
ct of their lieing, of God, gitetito Chiist 1}«£ 
ilv, aliall come. Who? Tfiose tLst 

t'ii. Tlioy came, then, hccnuae thoy were gi 
I tine they wure, and thou gavest theui i 
w, tiMa Jyi Indeed a ahignlar comfort to tJ 
L t are coming in truth to Cliriat, to think ) 
; reason ythj they come ki Wiktm they, ^ 
L^n of the Father before to him, Thud, tl 
y the coming bouI reaaoii with himself as 
ijts. Am I cijnii[]g\ indeed, to Jcsua Chr. 
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given them to me, and ihey shall; yea, ihey shall 
come to me. ' Christ is as full in his resolation to 
save those given to him as is the Father in giving 
of them. Christ prizeth the gift of his Father ; he 
will lose nothing of it ; he is resolved to save it 
every whit hy his hlood, and to raise it up again 
at the last day; and thus he fulfils his Father's 
will, and accomplisheth his own desires. Jn. tL 89. 

3. These words, shall came, make thy coming 
to he also the effect of an ahsolute promise ; com- 
ing sinner, thou art concluded in a promise; 
thy coming is the fruit of the faithfulness of an 
ahsolute promise. It was this promise, hy the 
virtue of which thou at first receivcdst strength to 
como ; and this is the promise, hy the virtue of 
which thou shalt be effectually brought to him. 
It was said to Abraham, * At this time will I come, 
and Sarah shall have a son.' This son was Isaac. 
Mark! 'Sarah shall have a son;' there is the pro- 
mise. And Sarah had a son ; there was the ful- 
filling of the promise; and, therefore, was Isaac 
called the child of the promise. Ge. xriL lo ; xviii lo. 

Ro. ix. 9. 

Sarah shall have a son. But how, if Sarah be 
past age ? Why, still the promise continues to say, 
^arah shall have a son. But how, if Sarah be 
>arren ? Why, still the promise says, Sarah shall 
ave a son. But Abraham's \^ wqh? ^fe'sw^^ 
^hjr, the promise is stilV tVi^ ^^"^ 
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do we como to Jesu:* 
rf^ t^i * AUtUat 

comer to Je»na Ohri** 

ihfi children of pro- 
are tbe cliildreu tliat 
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nve a son/ Abraham did not at all look at any 
lalification in liimself, because the promise looked 
; none; but as God had, by the promise, abso- 
itely promised him a son ; so he considered no\7 
3t his own body now dead, nor yet the barren- 
3SS of Sarah's womb. ' He staggered not at tho 
romise of God through unbelief ; but was strong 
I faith, giving glory to God ; and being fully pcr- 
iiaded that what he had promised he was able 
Iso to perform. ' ro. iv. 20, 21. He had promised, and 
ad promised absolutely, Sarah shall have a son. 
'hcrefore, Abraham looks that he, to wit, God, 
mst fulfil the condition of it. Neither is this 
spectation of Abraham disapproved by the Holy 
host, but accounted good and laudable ; it being 
lat by which he gave glory to God. The Father, 
Iso, hath given to Christ a certain number of 
)uls for him to save ; and he himself hath said. 
They shall come to him, ' Let the church of God 
len live in a joyful expectation of the utmost 
3Complishment of this promise ; for assuredly it 
lall be fulfilled, and not one thousandth part of 
tittle thereof shall fail. ' They shall come to 
le.' 

[Second^ In paHicular,] And now, before I go 
ay further, I will more particularly inquire into 
^ nature of an absolute promise. 

1. We call that an absolute ^jromk^tJwt'wwxwfe 
it/u?u^ any condition ; or mox^ iviJiJL^ ^>a&\ 



our part for the obtaining thereof. / 
have in hand is such an one. Let the 1 
of Arts on earth show me, if he can, ac 
in this text depending upon any qualific 
^vhich is not by the same promise cone 
be by the Lord Jesus effected in us. 

2. An absolute promise therefore is, 
wUhmt if or and ; that is, it requireth 
fiSt thai itsdf might be accomjMshed, ] 
They shall, if they will ; but they shal 
shall, if they use the means ; but. 
You may say, that a will and the use c 
is supposed, though not expressed. B 
No, by no means ; that is, as a condi 
promise. If they be at all included in 
they are included there as the fruit of 
promise, not as if it expected the que 
arise from us. ' Thy people ahaJl he 
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the mighty power of Christ and his faithfulness to 
accomplish. 

3. The difference, therefore, hetwixt the absolvie 
and conditional promise is this : 

(1.) They differ in their terms. The ahsolute 
promises say, I will, and you shall : the other, 1 
will, if you will ; or. Do this, and thou shalt live. 

Jo. xxxi. 31-38. Eze. xxxvL 24-34. He. vUL 7-13. Je. It. 1. Eze. 

rviii. 30-32. Mat xix- 21. 

(2.) They differ in their way of communicating 
of good things to men ; the ahsolute ones com- 
municate things freely, only of grace ; the other, - 
if there he that qualification in us, that the pro- 
mise calls for, not else. 

(3.) The ahsolute promises therefore engage 
God, the other engage us : I mean, God only, us 
only. 

(4.) Ahsolute promises must he fulfilled ; condi- 
tional may, or may not he fulfilled. The absolute 
ones must he fulfilled, because of the faithfulness 
of God ; the other may not, because of the unfaith- 
fulness of men. 

(5.) Absolute promises have therefore a suffi- 
ciency in themselves to bring abcut their own ful- 
filling ; the conditional have not so. The absolute 
promise is therefore a big-bellied promise, because 
it hath in itself a fulness of all desired things for 
us ; and will, when the time o£ iVvv^X Y^wwN&'^k 
como, yield to us mortala tJaB^X. ^Vv^ ^'^^^^^ 



of tho insiiiu.^ 

4, Wherefore, though there u 
eternal diiFerenee, in these thin 
hetwixt the conditional and ahsol 
again, in other respects, there is a 
betwixt them ; as may he seen in i 
The conditional promise calls fo 
absolute promise gives it. Ac. v. si. 
promise calls for faith, the ahsoh 
it. Zep. iiL 12. Ro. xv. 12. The cor 
calls for a new heart, the ahsoh 
it. Ere. xxxvi. 25, 26. The Condition 
for holy obedience, the absolute 
or causeth it. Eze. xxxvL 27. 

5. And as they harmonious^ 
again the conditional promise hi 
by the absolute promise is enduec 
for instance, the absolute pr 
— .«'o.v»f . and then the conditio 
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conditional, ' Blessed are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered.' Ko. iv. 7. 
The absolute promise says, that God's elect shall 
liold out to the end ; then the conditional follows 
with his blessings, ' He that shall endiu'e unto the 
end, the same shall bo saved.' i Fe. i. 4-c. Mat. xxiv. 13. 

Thus do the promises gloriously serve one an- 
other and us, in this their harmonious agreement. 

Now, the promise under consideration is an 
absolute promise. 'All that the Father giveth 
me shall come to me.' 

This promise therefore is, as is said, a big- bellied 
promise, and hath in itself all those things to bo- 
stow upon us that the conditional calleth for at 
our hands. They shall come ! Shall tliey come ? 
Yes, they shall come. But how, if they want 
those things, those graces, pow&r, and heart, with- 
out which they cannot come ? Why, ShoU^onie 
answereth all thb, and all things else that may in 
this manner be objected. And here I will tako 
the liberty to amplify things. 

[Objections to the absoluteness of this promise {the 
/orce o/* Shall-come) answered,] 

Object. 1. But they are dead^ dead in trespasses 
and sins, how shall they then come ? 

Answ, Why, ShaU-come can raise them froir 
this death. * The hour is coming, cAvd w^nk 
when the dead siall hear tVio yoi^^ xXi^"^^^ ^ 



Object, 2. But they are ISalan's cap. 
them captive at his unll, and he is 
they : how then can they come ? 

Answ. Why, ShaU-come hatli also 
help for this. Satan had bound thai 
Abraham so, that she could by no r 
herself; but yet ShaU-come set hei 
body and soul. Christ will have 
from the power of Satan to God. 
Must it be, if they turn themselves 
thing to merit of him to tura them ? 
do it freely, of his own good will, 
whoso soul is possessed by the de^ 
whithersoever that governor listeth, i 
tive by him, notwithstanding its na 
at his will ; but what will he do ? 
him when ShaU-come puts forth itself 
let* him, for coming to Jesus Chris 
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too many for her to get from under the power of ; 
"but when the time was come that ShaU-come was 
to be fulfilled upon her, they give place, fly from 
lier, and she comes indeed to Jesus Christ, accord- 
ing as it is written, • All that the Father giveth 
me shall come to me.' 

The man that was possessed with a legion, 
Mat. v., was too much by them captivated for him 
by human force to come ; yea, had he had, to boot, 
all the men under heaven to help him, had he that 
said. He shall come, withheld his mighty power: 
but when this promise was to be fulfilled upon him, 
then he comes ; nor could all their power hinder 
his coming. It was also this ShaU-come that pre- 
served him from death ; when by tlrese evil spirits 
ho was hurled hither and thither ; and it was by 
the virtue of ShaU-come that at last he was set at 
liberty from them, and enabled indeed to come to 
Christ. • All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me.' 

Object, 3. ITiei/ shall, you say; huJt hoio if they 
wiU not ; and, if so, then what can ShaU-come do ? 

Amw. True, there are some men say, * We arc 
lords; we will come no more unto thee.' Jc. ii 8i. 
13ut as God says in another case, if they are con- 
cerned in ShaU-come to me, they 'shall know whose 
words shall stand, mine or theirs.' Je. xiL 28. Here, 
then, is the case ; we must now ^Ci^ \iVv^ ^'>JJ^ 
the liar, bo that saith, 1 wiW TiO\.\ ox >aa 
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lie shall come to me. You shall come, says God ; 
I will not come, saith the sinner. Now, as sure 
as he is concerned in this Shall-come, God will 
make that man eat his own words ; for I will not, 
is the unadvised conclusion of a crazy-headed sin- 
ner ; hut ShaU-come was spoken hy him that is of 
power to perform his word. * Son, go work to-day 
in my vineyard,* said the Father. But he an- 
swered, and said, I will not come. What now ? 
will he he ahle to gtand to his refusal ? will ho 
pursue his desperate denial? No, *he afterwards 
repented and went.' But how came he hy that 
repentance ? Why, it was wrapped up for him in 
the absolute promise ; and therefore, notwithstand- 
ing he said, * I will not, he afterwards repented 
and went.* By this parable Jesus Christ sets 
forth the obstinacy of the sinners of the world, as 
touching their coming to him ; they will not come, 
though threatened: yea, though life be offered 
them upon condition of coming. 

But now, when SlwU-come, the absolute promise 
of God, comes to be fulfilled upon them, then they 
come ; because by that promise a cure is provided 
against the rebellion of their will. * Thy people 
shaR he willing in the day of thy power. * Pb. ex. a 
Thy people, what people ? Why, the people that 
thy Father hath given thee. The obstinacy and 
plague that is in the will of that people, shall be 
taken dwaj; and they B\va\\ \sv^^^ billing; 
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ShaUrCome will make them willing to come to 
tlieo. 

He that had seen Paul in the midst of his out- 
rages against Christ, his gospel, and people, would 
hardly have thought that he would ever have heeu 
a follower of Jesus Christ, especially since he went 
not against his conscience in his persecuting of 
them. He thought verily that he ought to do 
what he did. But we may see what ShaU-come 
can do, when it comes to he fulfilled upon the soul 
of a rehellious sinner: he was a chosen vessel, given 
by the Father to the Son ; and now the time being 
come that ShaU-come was to take him in hand, 
behold, he is over-mastered, astonished, and witli 
trembling and reverence, in a moment becomes 
willing to be obedient to the heavenly call. Ac ix. 

And were not they far gone, that you read of, 
Ac ii., who had their hands and hearts in the mur- 
der of the Son of God ; and to show their resolvcd- 
ness never to repent of that horrid fact, said, * His 
blood be on us and on our children V But must 
their obstinacy rule? Must they be bound to 
their own ruin, by the rebellion of their stubborn 
wills ? No, not those of these the Father gave to 
Christ ; wherefore, at the times appointed, /ShaU- 
come breaks in among them ; the absolute promise 
takes them in hand ; and then they come intlecd, 
crying out to Peter, and the rest of the apostles, 
*Men and brethren, what '^^ ^^'^^ 
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stubbornness of man's will can stand, wben God 
hatli absolutely said tbe contrary ; ShaU-come can 
make them come * as doves* to their windows,' that 
had afore resolved never to come to him. 

The Lord spake unto Manasseh, and to his 
people, by the prophets, but would he hear ? No, 
he would not. But shall Manasseh come off thus ? 
No, he shaU not. Therefore, he being also one of 
those whom the Father had given to the Son, and 
so falling within the bounds and reach of ShaU-conie, 
at last ShaU-come takes him in hand, and then he 
comes indeed. He comes bowing and bending ; he 
humbles himself greatly, and made supplication to 
the Lord, and prayed unto him; and he was entreated 
of him, and had mercy upon him. 2 Ch. xxx. 10. 

The thief upon the cross, at first, did rail with his 
fellow upon Jesus Christ ; but he was one that the 
Father had given to him, and, therefore, ShaU-come 
must handle liim and his rebellious will. And be- 
hold, so soon as he is dealt withal, by virtue of that 
absolute promise, how soon he buckleth, leaves his 
railing, falls to supplicating of the Son of God for 
mercy ; * Lord,' saith he, 'Remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.' Mat. xxvU. 44. Lu. xxia. 40-42. 

Object, 4. They shall come, say you, hut how if 
they he blind, and see not the vxiy? For some arc 
kept off from Christ, not bnly by the obstmacy of 
their will, but by the blindness of their mind. .Now, 
if they be blind, how shall they come? 
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Anm. The question is not, Are they blind ? But, 
Are they within the reach and power of Shall-come ? 
If so, that Christ that said, they shall come, will 
find them eyes, or a guide or both, to bring them 
to himself. * Must is for the king.* If they shall 
come, they shall come. No impediment shall hinder. 

The Thessalonians' darkness did not hinder them 
from being the children of light ; * I am come,' said 
Christ, * that they which see not might see.' And 
if he saith. See, ye 'blind that have eyes,' who shall 
hinder it? Ep. v. & Jn. iz. 39. is. xxix. I8; xim. 8. 

This promise, therefore, is, as I said, a big-bellied 
promise, having in the bowels of it, all things that 
shall occur to the complete fulfilling of itself. They 
shall come. But it is objected, that they are blind. 
Well, Shall-come is still the same, and continueth 
to say, 'They shall 'come to me.* Therefore he 
saith again, * I will bring the blind by a way that 
they know not, I will lead them in paths that they 
have not known ; I will make darkness light before 
them, and crooked things straight. These things 
will I do unto them, and not forsake them. ' u. xiii. 10. 

Mark, I will bring them, though they be blind ; 
I will bring them by a way they know not ; I will 
— I will ; and therefore * they shall come to me.* 

Object. 5. But how, if (hey have exceeded many in 
sin, cmd so made themselves far more abominable? 
They are the ring-leading sinners in the county, 
tho town, or family. 
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Answ. What then ? Shall that hmder the execu- 
tion of iShaU-come ? It is not transgressions, nor 
sins, nor all their transgressions in all their sins, 
if they hy the Father are given to Christ to savo 
them, that shall hinder this promise, that it should 
not he fulfilled upon them. ' In those days, and in 
that time,' saith the Lord, *the iniquity of Israel 
shall he sought for, and there shall he none ; and 
the sins of Judah, and they shall not he found.' 
Je. L 20. Not that they had none, for they abounded 
in transgression, 2 Ch. xxxm. 9. Eze. xtL 48, hut God 
would pardon, cover, hide, and put them away, hy 
virtue of his absolute promise, by which they are 
given to Christ to save them. *And I will cleanse 
them from all their iniquity, whereby they have 
sinned against me; and I will pardon all their 
iniquities, whereby they have transgressed against 
me. And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise, 
and an honour before all the nations of the earth, 
which shall hear all the good that I do unto them ; 
and they shall fear and tremble for all the good- 
ness and for all the prosperity that I procure imto 

it.' Je. xixiU. 8, 9. 

Object. 6. But how, \f they have not faith and 
r^crUance? How shall they come then? 

Answ, Why, he that saith, They^udl come, shall 
he not make it good? If they shall come, they 
shall come ; and he that hath said, they shall come, 
if faith and repentance be the way to come, as in- 
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deed they are, then faith and repentance shall be 
given to them ! for ShaUrCome must be fulfilled on 
them. 

1. Faith shall be given them. • I will also leave 
in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, 
and they shall trust in the name of the Lord.' 

There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall 
rise to reign over the Gentiles ; in him shall the 
Gentiles trust.* Zcp. hl 12. jio. xv. 12. 

2. They shall have repentance. He is exalted 
to give repentance. * They shall come weeping, 
and seeking the Lord their God.' And again, 
* With weeping and supplication will 1 lead them.' 

Ac. V. 31. Je. xxxi. 9. 

I told you before, that an absolute promise hath 
all conditional ones in the belly of it, and also pro- 
vision to answer all those qualifications, that they 
propound to him that seeketh for their benefit. 
And it must be so ; for if Shall-come be an absolute 
promise, as indeed it is, then it must be fulfilled 
upon every of those concerned therein. I say, it 
nmst be fulfilled, if God can by grace, and his 
absolute will, fulfil it. Besides, since coming and 
believing is all one, according to Jn. vi. 35, * He that 
Cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst,' then, when he 
saith they shall come, it is as much as to say, they 
shall believe, and coDsequently repent, to the saving 
of the soul. 



turns'^ ff^^;;evora\opevaUm 



COME AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHBIST. 77 

given to Christ are entangled in, and the j shall oomet 
because he hath said they shall come to him. 

Indeed, errors are like that whore of whom you 
read in the Proverbs, that sitteth in her seat in the 
liigli places of the city, * to call passengers who go 
right on their ways.' Pr. ix. is-io. But the persons, 
as I said, that by the Father are given to the Son 
to save them, are, at one time or other, secured by 
' shall come to me.* 

And therefore of such it is said, God will guide 
them with his eye, with his counsels, by his Spirit, 
and that in the way of peace ; by the springs of 
water, and into all truth. Pa. toxM 8;L\xiii. 24. Jn. xvi. la. 
Lu. i. 79. Is. xiix. 10. So then ho that hath such a guide, 
and all that the Father giveth to Christ shall have 
i*, he shall escape those dangers, he shall not err 
in the way ; yea, though he be a fool, he shall not 
err therein, Ib. xxxv. 8, for of every such an one it is 
said, ' Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, 
saying. This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye 
tui-n to the right hand, and when ye turn to the 
left. ' Is. XXX. 21. 

There were thieves and robbers before Christ's 
coming, as there are also now ; but, said he, * The 
sheep did not hear them.' And why did they not 
hear them, but because they were under the power 
of ShaU<ome, that absolute promise, that had that 
grace in itself to bestow upon them, as could make 
them able rightly to distinguisVi oi '''^^ 
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Blieep hear my voice.' But how came they to hoar 
it ? Why, to them it is given to know and to hear, 
arid that distinguishingly. Jn. x. 8, 16; v. 23. Ep. v. u. 

Further, The very plain sentence of the text 
makes provision against all these things ; for, saitli 
it, * All that the Father giveth me shall come to 
me that is, shall not he stopped, or he allured to 
take up anywhere short of me, nor shall they turn 
aside, to abide with any besides me. 

[Import of the words to me.] 

^ Shall come to me.' — To me. By these words 
there is further insinuated, though not expressed, a 
double cause of their coming to him. First. There 
is in Christ a fulness of all-sufficiency of that, even* 
of all that which is needful to make us happy. 
Second, Those that indeed come to him, do there- 
fore come to him that they may receive it at his 
hand. 

First, For the first of these, there is in Christ a 
fulness of aU-sufficienci/ of aU that, even of all that 
which is needful to make us liappy. Hence it is 
said, * For it pleased the Father that in him should 
all fulness dwell.' Col. i. 19. And again, * Of his ful- 
ness have all we received, and grace for grace.* 
Jn. i. iG. It is also said of him, that his riches are 
imsearchahh — *the unaeaxcVv^xNAe Tv^'^'a* Ghvist.' 
Ep. HI. 8. If ear what lie Bail\v Vvkv&^I, ^^x^'i:^ 
and honour are with me ; yea, dxvctJoVk xvSaKa. 
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righteousness. My fruit ia better than gold, yea, 
than fine gold ; and my revenue than choice silver. 
I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of 
the paths of judgment ; that I may cause those that 
love me to inherit substance. And I will fill their 
treasures.' Pr. ym. 18-21. 

This in general. But, more particularly, 

1. There is that light in Christ, that is sufficient 
to lead them out of, and from all that darkness, in 
the midst of which all others, hut them that come 
to him, stumble, and fall and perish : ' I am tbc 
light of the world,' saith he, *he that followeth mo 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life.* Jn. viii. 12. Man by nature is in darkness, 
and walketh in darkness, and knows not whither 
he goes, for darkness hath blinded his eyes ; neither 
can anything hut Jesus Christ lead men out of this 
darkness. Natural conscience cannot do it ; the 
tea commandments, though in the heart of man, 
cannot do it. This prerogative belongs only to 
Jesus Christ. 

2. There is that life in Christ, that is to be found 
nowhere else. Jn. v. 40. Life, as a principle in the 
soul, by which it shall be acted and enabled to do 
that which through him is pleasing to God. * Ho 
that believeth on,* or cometh to, *me,' saith he, 
* as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. * Jn. y\L WvtVvQvxt thU 
n/o a man is dead, ^rhetlier ^\nrJv^^^ 
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Ouerefofre cometo Mm that (hey mght receive U at Jus 
hand. They come for light, they come for life, 
they come for reconciliation with God : they also 
come for peace, they come that their soul may be 
satisfied with spiritual good, and that they may be 
protected by him against all spiritual and eternal 
damnation ; and he alone is able to give them all 
this, to the filling of their joy to the full, as they 
also find when they come to him. This is evident, 

1. From the plain declaration of those that 
already are come to him. 'Being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice 
in liope of the glory of God,* Ro. v. i, 2. 

2. It is evident also, in that while they keep 
their eyes upon him, they never desire to change 
him for another, or. to add to themselves some 
other thing, together with him, to make up their 
spiritual joy. * God forbid, * saith Paul, ' that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.' • Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord : for whom I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and do count them but dung, that I 
may win Christ, and be found in him, not having 
niJne own righteousnesa, which \ft of the law, but 

tliat which is through t\ie icA\)a. q?1 
JfighteomnGQ& which ia o« ioi^^' 
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3. It is eyident also, bj their earnest desires 
that others might be made partakers of their 
blessedness. 'Brethren/ said Paul, * my heart's 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved.* That is, that way that he ex- 
pected to be saved himself. As he saith also to 
the Galatians, 'Brethren,* saith he, * I beseech 
you, be as I aw ; for I am as ye are ; ' that is, I 
ftm a sinner as you are. Now, I beseech you, seek 
for life, as I am seeking of it ; as who should say, 
For there is a suflSciency in the Lord Jesus both 
for me and you. 

4. It is evident also, by the triumph that such 
men make over all their enemies, both bodily and 
ghostly: * Now thanks be unto God,' said Paul, 
• which always causeth us to triumph in Christ. * 
And, 'who shall separate us from the love of Christ ' 
our Lord? and again, *0 death, where is thy 
sting? grave, where is thy victory? The 
sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 
law ; but thanks be to God, which givoth us tho 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.* 2 Co. a. i4. 

Ro. viU. 85. 1 Co. XV. 65, 56. 

5. It is evident also, for that they are made by 
the glory of that which they have found in him, to 
suffer and endure what the devil and hell itself 
liath or could invent, as a means to separate them 
from him. Again, « Who shall Bei^MtvX.^ ^^^'^^ 
ibe lore of Cbriet ? Shall triWlatioTi, ot ^ic^Nx^'^J^^ 



for the slaugiuer. nay, m t**x ^ 
more than conquerors, through 
For I am persuaded, that neith 
nor angels, nor principalities, 
things present, nor things to 
nor depth, nor any other creatu 
separate us from the love of Go( 
Jesus our Lord.* Ro. vm. 35-39. 

• Shall come to me. ' Oh ! t 
glory that is in Jesus Christ, wh 
to draw those to him that are { 
Father ; therefore those that c£ 
this as the cause of their con 
wo heheld his glory, as of the ( 
Father.* Jn. 1 14. And the reas 
not, hut perish in their sins, is 
of his glory : * If our gospel 
them that are lost: in whoi 
— ,^1.1 i,rtfi, iJinrlpH flip, minds 
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Qome, then they shall come to me. Therefore, as 
the true comers come with weeping and relenting, 
Eis heing sensible, of their own vileness, so again it 
is said, that ' the ransomed of the Lord shall re- 
turn, and come to Zion with songs and everlast- 
ing joy upon their heads ; they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away.' That is, at the sight of the glory of that 
grace that shows itself to them now in the face of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the hopes that they 
now have of being with him in the heavenly taber- 
nacles. Therefore it saith again, * With gladness 
and rejoicing shall they be brought ; they shall 
enter into the King's palace.' Ib. xxxt. lO; ii. ii. Pb. 
iiv. 15. There is therefore heart-attracting glory 
in the Jjord Jesus Christ, which, when discovered, 
subjects the heart to the Word, and makes us como 
to him. 

It is said of Abraham, that when he dwelt in 
Mesopotamia, 'the God of glory appeared unto 
him,' saying, * Get thee out of thy country.' And 
what then? Why, away he went from his house 
and friends, and all the world could not stay him, 
*Now,' as the Psalmist says, * Who is this King 
of glory ? ' he answers, * The Lord, mighty in 
battle. ' Ps. xxiv. 8. And who was that, but he that 
'spoiled principalities and powers,' when he did 
hang upon the tree, triumphing over them thereon ? 
And who was that but Jesua 01ai\a\., 
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person speaking in the text? Therefore lie 
of Abraham, * He saw his day. Yea/ saith 
the Jews, • your father Abraham rejoiced t 
my day, and he saw it, and was glad. ' CoL 

Ja. ii 23. Jn. viiL 56. 

Indeed, the carnal man says, at least ii 
heart, * There is no form or comeliness in Ch 
and when we shall see him, thei'e is no beautj 
we should desire him,' is. uu. 2; but he lies, 
he speaks, as having never seen him. But 
that stand in his house, and look upon him thi' 
the glass of his Word, by the help of his 
Spirit, they will tell you other things. * Bt 
all,* say they, *with open face, beholding as 
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed int< 
same image from glory to glory.* 2 Co. m. is. ' 
see glory in his person, glory in his undertak 
glory in the merit of his blood, and glory ir 
perfection of his righteousnes ; yea, heart-affec 
heart-sweetening, and heart-changing glory I 

Indeed, his glory is veiled, and cannot be 
but as discovered by the Father. Mat. xi 27. 
veiled with flesh, with meanness of descent 
the flesh, and with that ignominy and shame 
attended him in the flesh ; but they that ca 
God*s light, see through these things, they 
Bee ghij in him ; yea, such glory as will drav 
pull their hearts mto \msi. 
Moses was ihe oAo^^l^^ vsii YS^ick 
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daughter ; and for aught I know, had heen king 
nt last, had he now conformed to the present 
vanities that were there at court ; hut he could 
not, ho would not do it. Why? What was the 
matter ? Why ! he saw more in the worst of 
Christ (hear with the expression), than he saw in 
the host of all the treasures of the land of Egypt. 
He 'refused to he called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter ; choosing rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season ; esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt ; for ho 
had respect unto the recompeuce of the reward. 
He forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 
king.* But what emhbldened him thus to do? 
Why, * he endured for he had a sight of the 
person speaking in the text. * He endui*ed, as 
seeing him who is invisihle.' But I say, would a 
sight of Jesus have thus takeil away Moses' heart 
from a crown, and a kingdom, &c., had he not hy 
that sight seen more in him than was to ho seen 

in them? He. zi. 24r-26. 

Therefore, when he saith, shall come to me, he 
means, they shall have a discovery of the glory of 
the grace that is ia him ; and the heauty and glory 
of that is of such virtue, that it constraineth, and 
forceth, with a hlessed violency, the hearts of 
those that are given to him. 

Moses^ of whom we spake Woie* ^^'^ 
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when he was thus taken with the beauteous glory 
of his Lord. He was forty years old, and so con- 
sequently was able, being a man of that wisdom 
and opportunity as he was, to make the best judg- 
ment of the things, and of the goodness of them 
that was before liim in the land of Egypt. But 
he, even he it was, that set that low esteem upon 
the glory of Egypt, as to count it not worth the 
meddling with, when he had a sight of this Lord 
Jesus Christ. This wicked world thinks, that the 
fancies of a heaven, and a happiness hereafter, may 
serve well enough to take the heart of such, as 
either have not the world's good things to delight 
in ; or that are fools, and know not how to delight 
themselves therein. But let them know again, 
that wc have had men of all ranks and qualities, 
that have been taken with the glory of our Lord 
Jesus, and have left all to follow him. As Abel, 
Seth, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
Samuel, David, Solomon ; and who not, that had 
either wit or grace, to savour heavenly things? 
Indeed none can stand off from him, nor any 
longer hold out against him, to whom ho reveals 
the glory of his grace. 

[the PROMISE TO THOSE COMING TO CHRIST.] 
^AnD HIM THAT COMETH. TO m 1 wOI \.u uo •VKvafc 

case out.* 
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By these words our Lord Jesus doth set forth 
yet more amply the great goodness of his nature 
towards the coming sinner. Before, he said, They 
shall come; and here he declareth. That with 
heart and affections he will receive them. But, hy 
the way, let me speak one word or two to the 
seeming conditionality of this promise with which 
now I have to do, * And him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out.' Where it is evident, 
may some say, that Christ's receiving us to mercy 
depends upon our coming, and so our salvation by 
Christ is conditional. If we come, we shall be 
received; if not, we shall not; for that is fully 
intimated hy the words. The promise of reception 
is only to him that cometh. ' And him that com- 
eth,' I answer, that the coming in these words 
mentioned, as a condition of being received to life, 
is that which is promised, yea, concluded to be 
effected in us by the promise going before. In 
those latter words, coming to Christ is implicitly 
required of us ; and in the words before, that grace 
that can make us come is positively promised to 
us. ' All that the Father giveth me shall come 
to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out' thence. We come to Christ, because it 
is said. We sJuiU come; because it is given to us to 
come. So that the condition which is expressed by 
Christ in these latter words is absolutely promised 
m tlie words before. And, md«iftv5i» ^iwa^sas^ 
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here intended is nothing else but the effect of * si 
come to me. They shall come, and I will not c 
them out.' 

* And him that cometh.* 

He saith not, and him that is come, but l 
(hat cometh. To speak to these words, First, 
general. Second, More particularly. 

[i^rsi.] In general. They suggest unto us th 
four things : — 

1. That Jesus Christ doth build upon it, t 
since ihe Fatha* gave his people to him, they shall 
enabled to come unto him, * And him that comet 
As who should say, I know that since they are gi'< 
to me, they shall be enabled to come unto me. 
saith not, if they come, or, I suppose they will cm 
but, *and him that cometh.' By these wor 
therefore, he shows us that he addresseth hims 
to the receiving of them whom the Father gave 
him to save them. I say, he addresseth hims 
or prepareth himself to receive them. By whi 
as I said, he concludeth or buikleth upon it, t 
they shall indeed come to him. He looketh i 
the Father should bring them into his bosom, i 
80 stands ready to embrace them. 

2. Christ also suggesteth by these words, t 
he very well kn&weth who are given to him; not 
their comiDg to him, but by tUelr being given 

him. 'All that the EatW ^w^xXim^ ^ 
to me; and him that cometVi/ ^l^^* '^^^^^ 
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owcth to bo ono of them that the Father hath 
reii him ; and, therefore, he received him, even 
3ause the Father hath given him to him, Jn. z. 

know my sheep,' saith he. Not only those that 
eady have knowledge of him, hut those, too, 
it yet are ignorant of him. * Other sheep I 
ve,' said he, * which are not of this fold,* Jn. x. 16; 
t of the Jewish church, but those that lie in their 
IS, even the rude and barbarous Gentiles. There- 
•e, when Paul was afraid to stay at Corinth, from 
mpposition that some mischief might befall him 
3re; 'Be not afraid,' said the Lord Jesus to 
n, ' but speak, and hold not thy peace - for I 
ve much people in this city.' Ac xviiL o, lo. The 
ople that the Lord here speaks of were not at 
is time accounted his, by reason of a work of 
ttversion that already had passed upon them, but 

virtue of the gift of the Father; for ho had , 
rea them unto him. Therefore was Paul to stay 
re, to speak the word of the Lord to them, that, 

his speaking, the Holy Ghost might eflfectimlly 
>rk over their souls, to the causing them to come 
him, who was also ready, with heart and soul, 
receive them, 

3, Christ, by these words, also suggesteth, that 
more come unto him than, indeed, are given him 
the Father. For the him in this place is one of 
e aU that by Christ was mentioned before, * All 
at the Father giveth me c^m^ ^aa^i 
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every 1dm of that ally * I will in no wise cast out.* 
This the apostle insinuateth, where he saith, ' He 
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the hody of Christ; 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ.' Ep. iv. 11-13. 

Mark, as in the text, so here he speaketh of aJl, 
* Until we all come. ' We all ! all who ? DouU- 
less, ' All that the Father giveth to Christ.' This 
is further insinuated, hecause he called this all the 
hody of Christ ; the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ. By which he means "the univer- 
sal numher given ; to wit, the time elect church, 
which is said to he his hody and fulness. Ep. i. 33, 28. 

4. Christ Jesus, hy these words, further sug- 
gesteth, that he is well content wUh tJiis gift o/the 
Father to him. * All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me ; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out. ' I will heartily, willingly, 
and with great content of mind, receive him. 

They show us, also, that Christ's love in receiv- 
ing is as large as his Father's love in giving, and 
Jio larger. Hence, he thanks him for his gift, and 
also thanka Jiim for hidVug oi \i\m W£v\ 
-from the rest of the wickeiL iax.x.^\. ^>\v 
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Secondly i and more particularly/, * Aud iiM that 
meth.' 

[Import of the vx)rd him.] 

* And liim.' This word Mm; by it Christ look- 
1 Lack to tbo gift of the Father ; not only in the 
np and whole of the gift, but to the every him of 
%t lump. As who should say, I do not only ac- 
pt of the gift of my Father in the general, but 
ve a special regard to every of them in parti- 
lar ; and will secui'e not only some, or the great* 
t part, but every Mm, every dust. Not a hoof 
all shall be lost or left behind. And, indeed, 
this he consenteth to his Father's will, which 
that of all that he hath given him, he should 

36 nothing. Jn. ri. 89. 

'And him.' Chnst Jesus, also, by his thus 
viding the gift of his Father into Mma, and by 
3 speaking of them in the singular number, shows 
lat a particular work shall be wrought in each 
e, at the time appointed of the Father. * And 
shall come to pass in that day,' saith the pro- 
et, * that the Lord shall beat off from the chan- 
1 of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye 
all be gathered one by one, yo children of 
rael.' Here are the Mms, one by one, to be 
.thered to him by the Father, is. xxvii. 12. 
He shows abo hereby that no VvjA^'^V^ 
relation, can at all be pro^le^ wi-^ 



ther hath given lu v,^ 
given nm, the coming Mm, that no 
lately to secure. Men make a great ado wi 
children of believers ; and oh the children 
lievers ! * But if the child of tlie believer 
the him concerned in this absolute promise 
not these men's great cry, nor yet what the 
or child can do, that can interest him in th 
mise of the Lord Christ, this absolute prom 
And him. There are divers sorts of j 
that the Father hath given to Jesus Chrisf 
are not all of one rank, of one quality ; sc 
high, some are low; some are wise, some foo 
are more civil, and complying with the la^ 
more profane, and averse to him and hi 
Now, since those that are given to hir 
some sense, so diverse; and again, sin* 

* * The Scripture contains many gracious prom 
' ^olieving parents ; but grace ' 



COME AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST. 95 

BaitL,/And him that cometh,' &c., he, by that, 
doth give us to understand that he is not, as men, 
for picking and choosing, to take a best and leave 
a worst, but he is for him that the Father hath 
given him, and that cometh to liim. * lie shall 
not alter it, nor change it, a good for a bad, or a 
bad for a good, * Le. xxvii. lo ; b\it will take him as 
he is, and will save his soul. 

There is many a sad wretch given by the Father 
to J esus Christ ; but not one of them all is despised 
or slighted by him. It is said of those that the 
Father hath given to Christ that they have done 
worse than the heathen ; that they were murderers, 
thieves, dnmkards, unclean persons, and what not ; 
but he has received them, washed them, and saved 
them. A fit emblem of this sort is that wretched 
instance mentioned in the 16th of Ezekiel, that 
was cast out in a stinking condition, to the loath- 
ing of its person, in the day that it was bom ; a 
creature in such a wretched condition, that no eye 
pitied, to do any of the things there mentioned 
unto it, or to have compassion upon it ; no eye 
but his that speaketh in the text. 

And him. Let him be as red as blood, let him 
be as red as crimson. Some men are blood-red 
sinners, crimson-sinners, sinners of a double die ; 
dipped and dipped again, before they come to J esus 
Christ. A rt thou that readeal Xvws^^ ^ 
one ? Speak out, maul kr\, ^"wx wa^^ ^ ^^'^^'^ 
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and art thou now coming to Jesus Christ for the 
mercy of justification, that thou mightest bo made 
white in his blood, and be covered with his righ- 
teousness ? Fear not ; forasmuch as this thy com- 
ing betokeneth that thou art of the number of them 
that the Father hath given to Christ ; for he will 
in no wise cast thee out. ' Come now,' saith 
Christ, * and let us reason together ; though your 
fiins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.' IB. L 18. 

And him. There was many a strange him came 
to Jesus Christ, in the days of his flesh ; but he 
received them all, without turning any away ; 
speaking unto them ' of the kingdom of God, and 
healed them that had need of healing.' Lu. ix. n; 
iv. 40. These words, and him, are therefore words 
to be wondered at. That not one of them who, 
by virtue of the Father's gift, and drawing, are 
coming to Jesus Christ, I say, that not one of 
them, whatever they have been, whatever they 
have done, should be rejected or set by, but ad- 
mitted to a share in his saving grace. It is said 
in Luke, that the people 'wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth.* iv. 22. 
Now this is one of his gracious words; these words 
are like drops of honey, aa \ft ^«id, * Pleasant 
trords are as an honey-com\>, ft^eeV,\ft\)!ci^ ^>^,\bsA 
ieaJiib to the bones. * pt. xv\. ^4. 'IV^^ 
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words indeed, even as full as a faithful and merci- 
ful High-priest could speak them. Lather saith, 
* When Christ speaketh, he hath a mouth as wide 
as heaven ai\d earth.' That is, to speak fully to 
the encouragement of every sinful him tJiat is com- 
ing to Jesus Christ. And that his word is certain, 
hear how himself confirms it: * Heaven and earth/ 
saith he, ' shall pass away ; hut my words shall 
not pass away.* is. u. 6. Mat. xxiv. 35. 

It is also confirmed hy the testimony of the four 
evangelists, who gave faithful relation of his loving 
reception of all sorts of coming sinners, whether 
they were puhlicans, harlots, thieves, possessed of 
devils, hedlams, and what not. La. six. 1-10. Mst 

xxi. 31. La. XT. ; zziU. 43. Mar. zyL 9 ; y. 1-0. 

This, then, shows us, 1, *The greatness of the 
merits of Christ.' 2. The wilhngness of his heart 
to impute them for life to the great, if coming, 
sinners. 

1. This shorn us the greatness of the merits of 
Christ ; for it must not he supposed, that his words 
are bigger than his worthiness. He is strong to 
execute his word. He can do, as well as speak. 
He can do exceeding abundantly more than we ask 
or think, even to the uttermost, and outside of his 
word. Ep. iii. 20. Now, then, since he concludeth 
any coming him; it must be concluded, that he can 
save to the uttermost sin, any coming him. 

Do jon think, I say, ibat \5ii^ ItfJJt^ ^^soa. ^ 



when he began to build this blessed g 
the text ; it was for that he had firs 
and counted the cost ; and for that, ] 
was able to finish it ! What, Lord, a? 
klm that Cometh to thee ? This is a 
looking after, this is a Christ worth cc 
This, then, should learn us dilige 
sider the natural force of every word < 
to judge of Christ's ability to save, 
sins, or by our shallow apprehensions c 
but by his word, which is the true 
grace. And if we do not judge th 
dishonour his grace, lose the" benefit 
and needlessly fright ourselves into nc 
agements though coming to Jesus CI 
any him that cometh, hath sufficiei 
word of Christ, to feed himself with '. 
ration . As thou art therefore con 
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therefore by his word, how able he is to save thee. 
It is said of God's sayuigs to the children of Israel, 

* There failed not aught of any good thing which 
the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel ; 
all came to pass.' Jos. xxi, 45. And again, * Not 
one thing hath failed of all the good things which 
the Lord your God spake concerning you, all are 
come to pass unto you ; and not one thing hath 
failed thereof.' Jo«. xxiiL u. 

Coming sinner, what promise thou findest in the 
word of Christ, strain it whither thou canst, so 
thou dost not corrupt it, and his blood and merits 
will answer all ; what the word saith, or any true 
consequence that is drawn therefrom, that we may 
boldly venture upon. As here in the text he saith, 

* And him that comcth,' indefinitely, without the 
least intimation of tlie rejection of any, though 
never so great, if ho be a coming sinner. Take 
it then for granted, that thou, whoever thou art, 
if coming, art intended in these words; neither 
shall it injure Christ at all, if, as Benhadad's ser- 
vants served Ahab, thou shalt catch him at his 
word. *Now,' saith the text, *the man did dili- 
gently observe whether anything wofM come from 
him,' to wit, any word of grace; • and did hastily 
catch a. And it happened that Ahab had called 
Bonhadad his brother. The man replied, therefore, 
•Thy brother Behadad I' ilii. <i^\.Oc:\xw^V\sss. 

at his word. Sinner, commg i^x»wst» "^^^s^ 



woman dog, sbe catclied liim at it, ai 
Lord ; yet the dogs eat of the crui 
from their master's iable.' I sa 
him thus iu his words, and he took 
ing, • woman, great is thy faith ; 
even as thou wilt.* Mat xv. 28. Gate' 
sinner, catch him iu his words, sure 
it kindly, and will not be offended a 

2. The other thing that I told i 
from these words, is this: lyie veiling 
heart to impute his merits for life U 
coming sinner. • And him that co 
will in no wise cast out.' 

The awakened coming sinner dot] 

question the power of Christ, as his 

save him. Lcrd, ' if thou wilt, the 

one. Mar. L 40. He did not put the 

power, but upon his will. He conch 
1,1 . rt 11 « 



COME AND WBLCOME TO JESUS CHRIST. 101 

Other ; for we have to plead the promise of a faith- 
ful God. Jacob took him there: ' Thou saidst/ 
said he, * I will surely do thee good.' 6e.xzxiL 13. 
For, from this promise he concluded, that it fol- 
lowed in reason, ' He must be willing. ' 

The text also gives some ground for us to draw 
the same conclusion. ' And him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out.' Here is his will- 
ingness asserted, as well as his power suggested. 
It is worth your observation, that Abraham's faith 
considered rather God's power than his williugnesfl; 
that is, he drew his conclusion, ' I shall have a 
child,' from the power that was in God to fulfil 
the promise to him. For he concluded ho was 
willing to give him one, else he would not have 
promised one. * He staggered not at the promise 
of God through unbelief ; but was strong in faith, 
giving glory to God ; and being fully persuaded 
that what he had promised he was able also to 
perform.' Ro. iv.20, 21. But was not his faith exer- 
cised, or tried, about his willingness too ? No, 
there was no show of reason for that, because he 
had promised it. Indeed, had he not promised it, 
ho might lawfully have doubted it ; but since ho 
had promised it, there was left no ground at all 
for doubting, because his willingness to give a 
son was demonstrated in his promising him a son. 
These words, therefore, are sufficient ground to 
encourage any coming amneT CiVic V8^» ^^^^ 



but to como in full hope of acceptauuc, c* 
being received unto grace and mercy. * Ar 
that Cometh.' He saith not, and him that is 
but, and him that comcth ; that is, and him 
heart begins to move after me, who is leavj 
for my sake ; him who is looking out, wlu 
his journey to me. We must, therefore, 
guish betwixt coming, and being come to 
Christ. lie that is come to him has attai 
him more sensibly what he felt before tl 
wanted, than he has that but yet is coming i 

[Advantages to the man that is come to ( 
A man that is come to Christ hath the adi 
of him that is but coming to him; and 
seven things. 

1. He that is come to Christ is nearer 
than he that is but coming to him ; for Ik 
hut coming to him is yet, in some sense, t 

• 1 «r ♦Via o.i\m 
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sent the Son to he the Saviour of the world.* i Jib 
iv. 14. He that is not yet come, though he is com« 
lug, is not fit, not being indeed capable to make 
that judgment of the worth and glory of the grace 
of Christ, as ho is that is come to him, and hath 
seen and beheld it. Therefore, sinner, suspend 
thy judgment till thou art come nearer. 

2. He that is come to Christ has the advantage 
of him that is but coming, in that he is eased of 
his burden ; for he that is but coming is not cased 
of his burden. Mat. xi. 28. He that is come has 
cast his burden upon the Lord. By faith he hath 
seen himself released thereof ; but he that is but 
coming hath it yet, as to sense and feeling, upon 
his own shoulders. * Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden,' implies, that their 
burden, though they are coming, is yet upon them, 
and so will be till indeed they are come to him. 

3. He that is come to Christ has the advantage 
of him that is but coming in this also, namely, ho 
hath drank of the sweet and soul-refreshing water 
of life ; but he that is but coming hath not. * If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.' 

Jn. vu. 37. 

Mark, He must come to him before he drinks : 
according to that of the prophet, • Ho ! every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.' He 
drinketh not as he cometh, but when ho is come 
to the waters, ii, iv. i. 
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4. He that is come to Christ hath the advantage 
of him that as yet is hut coming in this also, to 
wit, he is not so tcrrifiod with the noise, and, as 
I may call it, hue and cry, which the avenger of 
hlood makes at the heels of him that yet is hut 
coming to him. When the slayer was on his flight 
to the city of his refuge, he had the noise or fear 
of the avenger of hlood at his heels ; hut when 
he was come to the city, and was entered there- 
into, that noise ceased. Even so it is with him 
that is hut coming to Jesus Christ, he hieareth 
many a dreadful sound in his ear ; sounds of 
death and damnation, wliich he that is come is at 
present freed from. Therefore he saith, ' Come, 
and I will give you rest.' And so he saith again, 
' We that have believed, do enter into rest,' as ho 
said, &C, He. iv. 

5. He, therefore, that is come to Christ, is not 
so suhject to those dejections, and castings down, 
by reason of the rage and assaults of the evil one, 
as is the man that is hut coming to Jesus Christ, 
though he has temptations too. * And as he was 
yet a-coming, the devil threw him down, and tare 
him.' Lu. ix. 42. For he has, though Satan still 
roareth upon him, those experimental comforts and 
refreshments, to wit, in his treasury, to present 
himself with, in times of temptation and conflict ; 

fFjj/ch he that is hut commg x^oX.^ 
& He that is come to CVmai W% ^^n^ww^^ 
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of him that is but coming to him, in this also, to 
wit, he hath upon him the wedding-garment, &c., 
but he that is coming has not. The prodigal, when 
coming home to his father, was clothed with nothing 
but rags, and was tormented with an empty belly ; 
but when he was come, the best robe is brought out, 
also the gold ring, and the shoes, yea, they are put 
upon him, to his great rejoicing. The fatted calf 
was killed for him ; the music was struck up to 
make him merry; and thus also the Father himself 
sang of him, * This my son was dead, and is alive 
again ; was lost and is found.' Lq. xf. 18, 19, Ac 

7. In a word, ho that is come to Christ, his 
groans and tears, his doubts and fears, are turned 
into songs and praises ; for that he hath now re- 
ceived the atonement, and the earnest of his in- 
heritance ; but he that is but yet a-coming, hath 
not those praises nor songs of deliverance with 
him ; nor has he as yet received the atonement and 
earnest of his inheritance, which is, the sealing 
testimony of the Holy Ghost, through the sprink- 
ling of the blood of Clirist upon his conscience, for 

llO is not come. Ro. v. ll. Ep. i. 13. ne. xH 22-r.24. 

[Import of tiie word cometh. ] 

*And him that cometii.' There is further to 
be gathered from this word C07neth, these following 
particulars : — 

I. That JeBUB Christ hatii his c?ye u-pofa, oav^ 

J 
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takes notice of^ Hie first onoving of the heart of a 
smner after himself. Coming sinner, thou canst 
not niOYO with desires after Christ, but he sees the 
working of those desires in thy heart. ' All niy 
desire,' said David, before thee; and my groan- 
ing is not hid from thee/ Ps. xxxviii. 9. This he 
spake, as he w.as coming, after he had backslidden, 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is said of the pro- 
digal, that while he was yet a great way off, his 
father saw him, had his eye upon him, and upon 
the going out of his heart after him. Lu. xv. 20. 

When Nathanael was come to Jesus Christ, the 
Lord said to them that stood before him, ' Behold 
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile.' But 
Nathanael answered him, * Whence knowest thou 
me V Jesus answered, * Before that Philip called 
thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw 
thee.' There, I suppose, Nathanael was pouring 
out of his soul to God for mercy, or that ho would 
give him good understanding about the Messias 
to come ; and Jesus saw all the workings of his 
honest heart at that time. Jn. i. 47, 43. 

Zaccheus also had some secret movings of heart, 
sueli as they were, towards Jesus Christ, when he 
ran before, and climbed up the tree to see him ; 
and the Lord Jesus Christ had his eye upon him : 
therefore, wJien he was come to the place, he 
looked up to him, bids lum com^ ^on^w, 

* said be, * I must aUd© oA. 
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wit, in order to the further completing the work 
of grace in his soul. Lu. xix. 1-9. Remember this, 
coming sinner. 

2. As Jesus Christ hath his eye upon, so he Iiafh 
his heart open to receive^ the coming sinner. This 
is verified by the text : * And him that comotli to 
me I will in no wise cast out.* This is also dis- 
covered by his preparing of the way, in his making 
of it easy (as may be) to the coming sinner ; which 
preparation is manifest by those blessed words, • I 
will in no wise cast out;' of which more when wo 
come to the place. And while * he was yet a great 
way oflP, his Father saw him, and had compassion, 
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.' 
Lu. XV. 20. All these expressions do strongly prove 
that the heart of Christ is open to receive the 
coming sinner. 

3. As Jesus Christ has his eye upon, and his 
lieart open to receive, so he hath resolved already 
that nulling shall alienate his heart from receiving 
the coming sinner. No sins of the coming sinner, 
nor tlie length of the time that he hath abode in 
them, shall by any means prevail with Jesus Christ 
to reject him. Coming sinner, thou art coming to 
a loving Lord Jesus ! 

4. These words therefore are dropped from his 
blessed mouth, on purpose thai the coming sinner 
might take encouragement to conlinuc on his ^ourneti^ 
unid he be conie indeed to Jeaus Clvrxsi* W.^^^ 



Lave mercy on me ; tnereioic, n, lo oci 
away his gai-meut, *rose, and came 
Mot. X. 46, Ac. Now, if a Call to come 
encouragement in it, \Yhat is a promise c 
such, but an encouragement much m< 
obseiTO it, though ho had a call to coi 
having a promise, his faith was forced to 
a mere consequence, saying. Ho call 
surely since he calls me, he will grt 
desire. Ah I but coming sinner, thi 
need to go so far about as to draw (in t 
consequences, because thou hast plain 
* And him that cometh to me I will in i 
out.' Here is full, plain, yea, what 
ment one can desire; for, supposo the 
niitted to make a promise thyself, and C 
attest that he would fulfil it upon the 
cometh to hiui, Couldst thou make a 
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of the coming sinner ! For all this lieth fully in 
this promise, and doth naturally flow therefrom. 
Here thou needest not make use of far-fetched 
consequences, nor strain thy wits, to force encour- 
aging arguments from the text. Coming sinner, 
the words are plain : ' And him that cometh to mo 
I will in no wise cast out.' 

[two sorts op sinners coming to CHRIST.] 

* And him that cometti.' There are two sorts 
of sinners that are coming to Jesus Christ. Firsts 
II im that hath never, while of late,* at all hegan 
to come. Second, Him that came formerly, and 
after that went hack ; hut hath since hethought 
himself, and is now coming again. Both these 
sorts of siimers are intended by the niM in tho 
text, as is evident; because both are now tho 
coming sinners. *And him that cometh.' 

First, [The newly-awakened comer.] — For the 
first of these : tho sinner that hath never, while of 
late, began to come, his way is more easy ; I do 
not say, more plain and open to come to Christ 
than is the other — those last not having the clog 
of a guilty conscience, for the sin of backsliding, 
hanging at their heels. But all the encouragement 
of the gospel, with what invitations are therein 



♦ ' While of late;' M^.— ^Ti. 



•All things are ready;' all things for 1 
backsliders, as well as for the others : 
the wedding.' *And let him that is ath 

Mat. xxii. 1-4. Re. xxii. 17. 

Second, [The returning backslider.] — 
spoke to the first of these already, I 
pass it by ; and shall speak a word or 
that is coming, after backsliding, to J < 
for life. Thy way, thou sinner of a < 
thy way is open to come to Jesus Chris 
thee, whose heart, after long backsli 
think of turning to him again. Thy > 
is open to him, as is the way of the ott 
comers ; as appears by what follows :— 

1 . Because the text makes no except 
thee. It doth not say, And any him b 
slider ; any him but him. The text do 
object, but indefinitely openeth wide its ^ 
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slider; else vfhat need that clause have been so 
inserted, *I will in no wise cast out?' As who 
should say, Though those that come now are such 
as have formerly backslidden, I will in * no wise * 
cast away the fornicator, the covetous, the railcr, 
the drunkard, or other common sinners, nor yet 
the backslider neither. 

3. That the backslider is intended is evident, 

(1.) For that he is sent to by name, * Go, tell his 
disciples and Peter.' Mar. xvi. 7. But Peter was a 
godly man. Time, but he was also a backslider, 
yea, a desperate backslider: he had denied his 
Master once, twice, thrice, cursing and swearing 
that he knew him not. If this was not backslid- 
ing, if this was not an high and eminent backslid- 
ing, yea, a higher backsliding than thou art capable 
of, I have thought amiss. 

Again, when David had backslidden, and had 
committed adultery and murder in his backsliding, 
he must be sent to byname: *And,' saith the 
text, 'the Lord sent Nathan unto David.* And 
he sent him to tell him, after he had brought him 
to unfeigned acknowledgment, *The Lord hath also 
put away, or forgiven thy sin.' 2 Sa. xii. 1, 13. 

This man also was far gone : he took a man's 
wife, and killed her husband, and endeavoured to 
cover all with wicked dissimulation. Ho did this, 
I say, after God had exalted him, and showed him 
great favour ; wherefore \i\a \x?fift&\gt^'»ss^ 
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greatened also hj the prophet with mighty aggra- 
Yations ; yet he was accepted, and that with glad- 
ness, at the first step he took in his returning to 
Christ. For the first step of the hackslider's re- 
turn is to say, sensibly and unfeignedly, * I have 
sinned;' hut he had no sooner said thus, hut a 
pardon was produced, yea, thrust into his bosom : 
* And Nathan said unto David, The Lord bath also 
put away thy sin.' 

(2.) As the person of the backslider is mentioned 
by name, so also is his sin, that, if possible, thy 
objections against thy returning to Christ may be 
taken out of thy way ; I say, thy sin also is men- 
tioned by name, and mixed, as mentioned, with 
words of grace and favour : * I will heal their back- 
sliding, 1 will love them freely.* iio. xiv. 4. What 
sayest thou now, backslider? 

(3.) Nay, further, thou art not only mentioned 
by name, and thy sin by the nature of it, but tliou 
thyself, who art a returning backslider, put, (a) 
Amongst God*s Israel, * Return, thou backsliding 
Israel, saith the Lord ; and I will not cause mine 
anger to fall upon you ; for I am merciful, saith 
the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever.' 
Je. iii. 12. {b) Thou art put among his children ; 
among his children to whom he is manied. ' Turn, 
backsliding children, for I am married unto you.* 
rer. 14, (c) Yca, after all t\\\a, ti.^ VS. \m Vft.<»x\. ^^^a. 
so full of grace for them, tiial Vie ^^^^.^^^s. xi.^'v^ 
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he had uttered it hefore them, he adds, * Return, 
ye hacksliding children, and I will heal your back- 

slidiugS. ' ver. 22. 

(4.) Nay, further, the Lord hath considered, that 
the shame of thy sin hath stopped thy mouth, and 
made thee almost a prayerless man ; and therefore 
he saith unto thee, *Take with you words, and 
turn to the Lord: say unto him. Take away all 
iniquity, and receive U8 graciously. * See his gi ace, 
that himself should put words of encouragement 
mto the heart of a backslider ; as he saith in another 
place, * I taught Ephraim to go, taking him by the 
anus/ This is teaching him to go indeed, to 
hold him up by the arms ; by the chin, as we say. 

Ho. adv. 2 ; xL 3. 

From what has been said, I conclude, even as I 
said before, that the him in the text, and him that 
Cometh, includeth both these sorts of siuners, and 
therefore both shoidd freely come. 

Quest, 1. But where doth Jesus Christ, in all the 
word of the New Testament, expressly speak to a 
returning backslider with words of grace and peace? 
For what you have urged as yet, from the New 
Testament, is nothing but consequences drawn 
from this text Indeed it is a full text for carual 
ignorant sinners that come, but to me, who aii\ a 
backslider, it /wldeth but litlVe t^Y^^i. 
-r//z^. How! but little enco\urag;&me^\» ^^^"csv 
tej^t, when it is said, < I will in ^^"^"^ 
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What more could have been said? What is lierc 
omitted that might have been inserted, to make 
the promise more full and free? Nay, take all 
the promises in the Bible, all the freest promises, 
with all the variety of expressions of what nature 
or extent soever, and they can but amount to the 
expressions of this very promise, * I will in no wise 
cast out I vfiW for nothing, by no means, upon no 
accoimt, however they have sinned, however they 
have backsliden, however they have provoked, cast 
out the coming sinner. But, 

Quest, 2. Thou sayest, Where doth Jesus Christ, 
in all the words of the New Testament, speak to a 
returning backslider with words of grace and peace, 
that is under the name of a backslider? 

Answ, Where there is such plenty of examples 
in receiving backsliders, there is the less need for 
express words to that intent ; one promise, as the 
text is, with those examples that are annexed, are 
instead of many promises. And besides, I reckon 
that the act of receiving is of as much, if not of 
more encouragement, than is a bare promise to 
receive ; for receiving is as the promise, and tl:o 
fulfilling of it too ; so that in the Old Testament thou 
hast the promise, and in the New, the fulfilling of 
it ; and that in divers examples. 

7. J/3 Peter. Peter dcm^vSi Vkia \svo.ster, once, 
twice, thrice, and tliat o^^\\ ^^\.^V\\^^^ 
receives him again without atv^ \\v«k V^'sX.V^ivHs^^^^^ 
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or stick. Yea, he slips, stumbles, falls again, in 
doAvnrlght dissimulatiou, and that to the hurt and 
fall of many others ; but neither of this doth Christ 
make a bar to his salvation, but receives him again 
at his return, as if he knew nothing of the fault. 

Ga.iL 

2. The rest of the disciples, even all of them, did 
backslide and leave the Lord Jesus in his greatest 
straits. ' Then all the disciples forsook him and 
fled,* Mat. xxvL 50, they returned, as he had foretold, 
every one to his own, and left him alone ; but this 
also he passes over as a very light matter. Not 
that it was so indeed in itself, but the abundance of 
grace that was in him did lightly roll it away ; for 
after his resurrection, when first he appeared unto 
them, he gives them not the least check for their 
perfidious dealings with him, but salutes them with 
words of grace, saying, ' All hail ! be not afraid, 
peace be to you ; all power in heaven and earth is 
given unto me.* True, he rebuked them for their 
unbelief, for the which also thou deservest the 
same. For it is unbelief that alone puts Christ 
and his benefits from us. Jn. xvL 52. Mat. zztUL 9-il 

LiL xxiv. S9. Mar. xvi. 14. 

3. The man that after a large profession lay with 
his father's wife, committed a high transgression, 
even such a one that at that day was not heard of, 
no, not among the Gentiles. "Wherefore this was a 
desperate backsliding; yet, at \3ia I^^»^a».t^^ft''^^^ 



4. The tniei 
not at all doubting but that Uli 
forgive him this act of backslidir 

Now all these are examples, pt 
of Chriat's readiness to receive i 
mercy ; and, observe it, example 
he hath done so are, to our ur 
stronger encouragements than hi 
so he will do. 

But again, the Lord Jesus ha^ 
for the encouragement of return 
come to him. (1 .) A call to come, 

them. Re. ii. 1-6, 14-16, 20-22 ; iil 1-J 

New Testament backsliders hav 
come. (2.) A declaration of i 
them that come, as here in th 
other places, is plain. Ther 
way-marks, make thee high 1 
- fhe ffospel, * set thi 
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him. It is not him that Baith be comes, nor him 
of whom others aifirm that he comes ; but him tbut 
Christ himself shall say doth come, that is concerned 
in this text. When the woman that had the bloody 
issue came to him for cure, there were others as well 
as she, that made a great bustle about him, that 
touched, yea, thronged him. Ah, but Christ could 
distinguish this woman from them all ; ' And ho 
looked round about' upon them all, * to see her that 
bad done thip thing.* Mar. v. 26-82. He was not ^ 
concerned with the thronging, or touchings of 
the rest ; for theirs were but accidental, or at 
best, void of that which made her touch accept- 
able. Wherefore Christ must be judge who they 
be that in truth are coming to him ; Every man's 
ways are right in his own eyes, * but the Lord 
weigheth the spirits. * Pr. xvi. 2. It standeth therefore 
every one in hand to be certain of their coming to 
Jesus Christ ; for as thy coming is, so shall thy sal- 
vation be. If thou comest indeed, thy salvation 
shall be indeed ; but if thou comest but in outward 
appearance, so shall thy salvation be; but of coming, 
see before, as also afterwards, in the use and appli« 
cation. 

* And him that cometh TO me.* These words to 
me are also well to be heeded ; for by them, as he 
secureth those that come to him, so also he shows 
himself unconcerned with those thalm\?afevc <iws^\a% 
rest short, to turn aside to oiketft \ i«t ^q^ts^'^^* 



»«*"> 

is not concerned ; with these His prouuo^? 
do. ' Christ is become of no effect unto 
soever of you are justified by the law, y< 
from grace. ' Oa. t. 4. Again^ some that c 
no further than to gospel ordinances, and 
they came not through them to Christ ; 
neither is he concerned ; nor will their * L 
avail them anything in the great and c 
A man may come to, and also go fron 
and ordinances of worship, and yet not 
bered by Christ. • So I saw the wick 
said Solomon, ' who had come and goi 
place of the holy, and they were forg( 
city where they had so done ; this is t 

Ec vliL 10. 

* To ME.' These words, therefore, ; 
Christ very warily put in, and serve foi 
encouragement ; for caution, lest we ti 
V niiriat : an 
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nor cure thee of thy wound. Ho. v. 13. Take tho 
caution, I say, lest Christ, instead of being a Saviour 
unto thee, becomes a lion, a joung lion, to tear thee, 
and go away. Ho. v. 14. 

There is a coming, but not to the Most High ; 
there is a coming, but not with the whole heart, 
but as it were feignedly ; therefore take the caution 
kindly. Je. m. 10. Ho. vii I6. 

* And him that cometh to me ; ' Ghi-ist as a 
Saviour will stand alone, because his own arm alone 
hath brought salvation unto him. He will not be 
joined with Moses, nor suffer John Baptist to be 
tabernacled by him. I say they must vanish, for 
Christ will stand alone. La. ix. 28-36. Yea, God the 
Father will have it so; therefore they must be parted 
from him, and a voice from heaven must come to 
bid the disciples hear only the beloved Son. Christ 
will not suffer any law, ordinance, statute, or judg- 
ment, to be partners with him in the salvation of tho 
sinner. Nay, he saith not. And him that cometh 
to my WORD ; but, and him that cometh to me. The 
words of Christ, even his most blessed and free pro- 
mises, such as this in the text, are not the Saviour 
of the world ; for that is Christ liimself, Christ him- 
self only. The promises, therefore, are but to en- 
courage the coming sinner to come to Jesus Christ, 
and not to rest in them, short of salvation by him. 
• And him that cometh to me.' The mau, therefore, 
that comes anght, easts a\ll\miga'\>^>sA^^^^^'» 



* My soul, wait tnuu v*.*^ 

tation is from him. He only ia my roc 

salvation; he is my defence; I shall not 1 

Pa. ixu. 5, 0. Ilis eye is to Christ, his 1 

Christ, and his expectation is from him, 

only. 

Therefore the man that comes to Oh 
that hath had deep considerations of his 
slighting thoughts of his own righteou 
high thoughts of the blood and righte 
Jesus Christ ; yea, he sees, as I have 
virtue in the blood of Christ to save 
there is in all his sins to damn him. I 
setteth Christ before his eyes ; there ii 
heaven or earth, he knows, that can e 
and secure him from the wrath of God 
that is, nothing but his personal right 
blood. 

■* - -M/viv/o TW tan xo 
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of my death and righteousness. This word, there* 
fore, is like that which he speaks of the everlasting 
damnation of the sinner in hell-fire ; ' He shall hy 
no means depart thence ;* that is, never, never come 
out again, no, not to all eternity. Mat v. 26 ; xxv. 46. 
So that as he that is condemned into hell-fire hath 
no ground of hope for his deliverance thence ; so 
him that cometh to Christ, hath no ground to fear 
he shall ever he cast in thither. 

• Thus saith the Lord, If heaven ahove can be 
measured, and the foundations of the earth searched 
out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of 
Israel, for all that they have done, saith the Lord.' 
je. xxxi. 87. * Thus saith the Lord, If my covenant 
be not with day and night, and if I have not ap- 
pointed the ordinances of heaven and earth, then 
will I cast away the seed of Jacob.* Je. amdii. 25, 26. 
But heaven cannot be measured, nor the founda- 
tions of the earth searched out beneath ; his cove- 
nant is also with day and night, and he "hath 
appointed the ordinances of heaven ; therefore he 
will not cast away the seed of Jacob, who are the 
coming ones, but will certainly save them from the 
dreadful wrath to come. Je. L 4, 5. By this, there- 
fore, it is manifest, that it was not the greatness 
of sin, nor the long continuance in it, no, nor yet 
the backsliding, nor the pollution of thy nature, 
that can put a bar in against, or be an hinderanco 
of, the salvation of the commg ^^^>*'^ 



me Joshua/ said tne 

standing before the angel of the Lord, ai 

standing at his right hand to resist him.' 

To resist him ; that is, to prevail with 1 
Jesus Christ to resist him ; objecting the 
ness and unlawful man*iage of his sons ^ 
Gentiles ; for that was the crime that Sa 
against them. Ezr. x. is. Yea, and for augh^ 
Joshua was also guilty of the fact ; but i 
that, of crimes no whit inferior ; for he'w 
ed with filthy garments, as he stood b 
angel. Neither had he one word to say ii 
tion of himself, against all that this wicke 
to say against him. But notwithstaudin 
came off well ; but he might for it thai 
Lord Jesus, because he did not resist 
contrariwise, took up his cause, pleadc 
the devil, excusing his infirmity, and put 
- Kafnrft his adversary's 1 
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pass from tUee, and I will clothe thee with change 
of raiment.' Zea m. 2-4. 

Again, how did Satan ply it against Peter, when 
he desired to have him, that he might sift him as 
wheat? that is, if possible, sever all grace from 
his heart, and leave him nothing but fleSh and 
filth, to the end that he might make the Lord 
Jesus loathe and abhor him. ' Simon, Simon,' said 
Christ, ' Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat.' But did he prevail against 
him ? No : • But I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not.' As who should say, Simon, Satan 
hath desired me that I would give thee up to him, 
and not only thee, but all the rest of thy brethren — 
for that the word you imports — ^but I will not leave 
thee in his hand : I have prayed for thee, thy faith 
shall not fail ; I will secure thee to the heavenly 
inheritance. La. xxiL 8O-32. 

(2.) As Satan, so every sin of the coming sinner, 
comes in with a voice against him, if perhaps they 
may prevail with Christ to cast off the soul. When 
Israel was coming out of Egypt to Canaan, how 
many times had their sins thrown them out of the 
mercy of God, had not Moses, as a type of Christ, 
stood in the breach to turn away his wrath from 
them ! Pb. cvL 23. Our iniquities testify against us, 
and would certainly prevail against us, to our utter 
rejection and damnation, had we not an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Ghral\Xi^i\^\ftWN»*v5.^^^ 
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cast out the coming sinner. When Shimei camo 
down to meet king David, and to ask for pardon for 
his rebellion, up starts Abishai, and puts in his 
caveat, saying. Shall not Shimei die for this? This 
is the case of him that comes to Christ. He hath 
this Abishai, and that Abishai, that presently steps 
in against him, saying, Shall not this rebel's sins 
destroy him in hell ? Read further. But David an- 
swered, * What have I to do with you, ye sons of 
Zeruiah, that ye should this day be adversaries unto 
me ? Shall there any man bo put to death this day 
in Israel, for do not I know, that I am king this 
day over Israel ? * a sn. xix. 16-22. That is Christ's 
answer by the text, to all that accuse the coming 
Shimeis. What have I to do with you, that accuse 
the coming sinners to me ? I count you adversaries, 
that are against my showmg mercy to them. Do 
not I know that I am exalted this day to be king 
of righteousness, and king of peace ? * I will in no 
wise cast them out.' 

2. -But again, these words do closely imply, that 
the coming sovls a/re afraid that these accmers wiU 
prevail against them, as is evident, because the text 
is spoken for their relief and succour. For that 
need not be, if they that are coming were not sub- 
ject to fea;r and despond upon this account. Alas, 
there is guilt, and the curse lies upon the conscience 
of the coming sinner I 

Besidesi he is conAcio\x% lo ^"W. 



til Lcen at Satan's Deci*., 

ery lust. lie hath now also new thougntb o* «... 
>liness and justice of God. Also he feels, that ho 
uinot forbear sinnmg against him. For the mo- 
ions of sins, which are by the law, doth still work 
n his members, to bring forth fruit unto death. 
xo. vii. 6. But none of this needs be [a discourage- 
ment] since we have so good, so tender-hearted, 
and so faithful a Jesus to come to, who will rather 
overthrow heaven and earth, than suflfer a tittle of 
this text to fail. ' And him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out.' 

[Import of the loords to cast out.] 

Now, we have yet to inquire into two things th 
lie in the words, to which there hath yet been i 
thing said. As, First, What it is to cast o 
Second, How it appears that Christ hath powc; 
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temn ; as it is said of Saul's shield, * it was vilely 
cast away/ 2 So. i. 2], that is, slighted and contemned. 
Thus it is with the sinners that come not to Jesus 
Christ. He slights, despises, and contemns them ; 
that is, * casts them away.' 

2. Things cast away are reputed as menstruous 
cloths, and as the dirt of the street, i8.ui.24. p8.xviiL42. 
Mat. V. 13 ; xv. 17. And thus it shall be with the men 
that come not to Jesus Christ, they shall be counted 
as menstruous, and as the dirt in the streets. 

3. To be cast out, or off, it is to be abhorred, 
not to be pitied ; but to be put to pei-petual shame. 

Ts. xliv. 9 ; Ixxxix. 38. Am. i 11. But, 

Secorid, More particularly, to come to the text. 
The casting out here mentioned is not limited to 
this or the other evil: therefore it must be extended 
to the most extreme and utmost misery. Or thus: 
He that cometh to Christ shall not want any- 
thing that may make him gospelly-happy in this 
world, or that which is to come ; nor shall he want 
anything that cometh not, that may make him 
spiritually and eternally miserable. But further. 
As it is to be generally taken [as respecteth the 
things that are now], so it respecteth things that 
shall be hereafter, 

1. For the things thai are ruyw, they are either, 
1. More general: Or, 2. More particular. 

1. More general, thus: 

(1.) It is * to be cast out' <A ^x^»esiS5?^«s^ 
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favour of God. Thus was Cain cast out: * Thou 
has driven,' or cast *me out this day; from thy 
face,' ^at is, from thy favov/r * shall I he hid.' 
A dreadful complaint ! But the eflPect of a more 

dreadful judgment ! Ge. iv. 14. Je. xxiiL so. l Ch. xxviii. 9. 

(2.) ' To he cast out,' is to he cast out of God's 
siglit. God will look after them no more, care for 
them no more ; nor will he watch over them any 
more for good. 2 Ki. xvii 20. Je. vii. 15. Now they 
that are so, are left like hlind men, to wander and 
fall into the pit of hell. This, therefore, is also 
a sad judgment ! therefore here is the mercy of 
him that cometh to Christ. He shall not he left 
to wander at uncertainties. The Lord Jesus Christ 
>vill keep him, as a shepherd doth his sheep. P8.xxiii, 
*Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.' 

(3.) * To he cast out,' is to he denied a place in 
God's house, and to he left as fugitives and vaga- 
honds, to pass a little time away in this miserahlo 
life, and after that to go down to the dead. Go. 
\v. 30. Ge. ir. 18, 14 ; xxi. 10. Therefore here is the 
heneiit of him that cometh to Christ, he shall not 
he denied a place in God's house. They shall not 
ho left like vagahonds in the world. ' Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.' See 

Pr. xiy. 26. la. Ivi. &-5. Ep. i. 19-22. 1 Co. iU. 21-23. 

(4.) In a word, *To he cast out,' is to be rejected 
as are the fallen angels. For their eternal damna< 
tion began at their being OMt down from heaven 
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to hell. So theD, not to be cast out, is to bavo a 
place, a bouse, and habitation tbere ; and to bavc 
a share in the privileges of elect angels. 

These words, therefore, * I will not cast out,' 
will prove great words one day to them that come 

to Jesus Christ. 2 Pe. U. 4. Jn. xx. si. Ln. XX. 85. 

2. Second, and more particularly, 

(1.) Christ hath everlasting life for him that 
Cometh to him, and he shall never perish ; * For 
lie will in no wise cast him out;' but for the rest, 
they are rejected, 'cast out,' and must be damned. 

Jn. X. 27, 28. 

(2.) Christ hath everlasting righteousness to 
clothe them with that come to him, and they shall 
be covered with it as with a garment, but the rest 
shall be found in the filthy rags of their own 
stinking pollutions, and shall be wrapt up in them, 
as in a winding-sheet, and so bear their shame bo- 
fore the Lord, and also before the angels. Da. ix. 27. 

Is. Ivii. 20. Re. iii. 4-18 ; xv. ; xvi. 

(3.) Christ hath precious blood, that, like an 
open fountain, stands free for him to wash in, that 
comes to him for life ; * And he will in no wise 
cast him out;' but they that come not to him are 
rejected from a share therein, and are left to ire- 
ful vengeance for their sins. Zec. xm. 1. 1 Pe. i. is, 19. 

JiL xiiL 8 ; iU. 10. 

(4.) Christ hath precious promises^ and they 
shall have a share in tliem ^iwcia \si ^s^^ 



■ICJ tUUb UtlUIU . 

lecause they are true only in niui , 
Inly in liini, all the promises are yea and amen 
m hereforc tliey that come not to him, are no whi 
Ithe hotter for them. Ps. i. ic. 2 Co. i. 20, 21. 
f (5.) Christ hath also fulness of grace in bimseli 
for them that come to him for life : * And he wil 
in no wise cast them out.' But those that com 
not unto him are left in their graceless state ; an( 
as Christ leaves them, death, hell, and judgmen 
finds them. * Whoso findeth me,* saitli Chris 
* liudeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lor 
But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his 01 
Boul: all they that hate me love death.* Pr.vm.35, 
(6.) Christ is an Intercessor, and ever livetb 
make intercession for them that come to God 
him : * But their sorrows shall he multiplied, 
hasten after another, * or other gods, their sins 
* Their drink-offerings will I not offer 
--♦o liis lips. * Ps. xvi. 4. He 
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tliat come to hiin have their persons and perform- 
ances accepted of tlio Father: * And he will in no 
wise cast them out;' but the rest must fly to the 
rocks and mountains for shelter, hut all in vahi, to 
hide them from his face and wrath, lie. vi. 15-17. 

II. But again, These words, cast out, have a 
special look to tvhat wUl he hereafter ^ even at Vie 
clay of judgment. For then, and not till then, will 
be the great anathema and casting out made mani- 
fest, even manifest by execution. Therefore here 
to speak to this, and that under these two heads. 
As, First, 0/ the casting out itself. Second, Of 
the place into which they shall be cast, that shall 
then be cast out. 

First, 77ie casting out itself standeth in two 
things. 1. In a preparatory work. 2. In the 
manner of executing the act. 

1. The preparatory work standeth in these three . 
things. 

(1.) It standeth in their separation that have not 
come to him, from them that have, at that day. 
Or thus: At the day of the great casting out, 
those that have not now come to him, shall bo 
separated from them that have; for them that 
have * he will not cast out.' * When the Son of 
man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glory ; and before him shall be gathered 
nil nations, and he slialV \xsfs^ 



llO goats/ Mat. XXV. di, 

lion, therefore, shall then be 
that NOW come to Christ, and them that con 
[not. And good reason ; for since they would n< 
with us come to him now they have time, wl 
should they stand with us when judgment 
come ? 

(2.) They shall be placed before him accordic 
to their condition : they that have come to him, 
great dignity, even at his right hand; *For 1 
will in no wise cast them out:* but the rest sh 
be set at his left hand, the place of disgrace 2 
shame; for they did not come to him for 1 
Distinguished also shall they be by fit ten 
these that come to him he calleth the sheep, 
the rest are fro wish goats, * and he shall sep( 
them one from another, as a shepherd dividet 
sheep from the goats ; * and the sheep will 1 
---lit, hand — next heaven gate, for 
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victed, this is the preparatory work upon which 
follows the manner of executing the act which will 
be done 

(1.) In the presence of all the holy angels. 

(2.) In the presence of all them that in their 
lifetime came to him, by saying unto them, ' De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels:' with the 
reason annexed to it. For you were cruel to me 
and mine, particularly discovered in these words, 
* For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat; 
I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink ; I was a 
stranger, and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye 
clothed me not : sick, and in prison, and ye visited 
me not.' Mat. xxv. 41-43. 

Second, Now it remains that we speak of the 
place into which these shall he cast, which, in the 
general, you have heard already, to wit, the fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. But, in 
particular, it is thus described : — 

1 . It is called Tophet : * For Tophet is ordained ot 
old, yea, for the king,' the Lucifer, *it is prepared ; 
he hath made it deep cmd large ; the pile thereof is 
firo and much wood ; the breath of the Lord, like 
a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.' is. zxx. 83. 

2. It is called h^. * It is better for thee to 
enter halt ' or lame * into life, than having two 
feet to be oast into hell.' Mar. iz. 45. 

3. It is called the xuirie-jMress oj' >wtoiKoJ Cl^^ 
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' And the aDgel thrust in his sickle into the earth, 
and gathered the vine of the earth/ that is, them 
that did not come to Christ, ^ and cast it into the 
great wine-press of the wrath of God.* Re. xir. i». 

4. It is called a lake of fire. * And whosoever 
was not foimd written in the hook of life was cast 
into the lake of fire. ' Re. zz. 15. 

5. It is called a pit. * Thou hast said in thj 
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God : I will sit also upon 
the mount of the congi'egation, in the sides of the 
north. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, 
to the sides of the pit.' is. xiv. I8-15. 

6. It is called a boUomlesa pit, out of wliicli Vie 
moke and the locust came, and into which the great 
dragon vxia cast ; and it is called bottomless, to show 
the endlessness of the fall that they will have into 
it, that come not, in the acceptable time, to Jesus 

Christ. Re. ix. 1, 2 ; XX. 8. 

7. It is called outer danhness, * Bind him hand 
and foot - and cast hkn into outer darkness,' 
'and cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness,' * there shall be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth.' Mat. xxiL 18; xxv. 30. 

8. It is called a furnace of fire, * As therefore 
the tares are gathered and burned in the fire ; so 
shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of 
man shall send forth his angels, and they shall 

gather out of his kingdom a.VL tlvlvx^a that offend. 
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and them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire : there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.' And again, *So shall it ho 
at the end of the world: the angels shall como 
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 
and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. * Mat. xiii. 40-51. 

9. Lastly, It may not be amiss, if, in the conclu- 
sion of this, I show in few words to what the things 
that torment them in this state are compared. In- 
deed, some of them have been occasionally men- 
tioned already ; as that they are compared, 

(1.) To wood that bunieth. 

(2.) To fire. 

(3.) To fire and brimstone: But, 

(4.) It is compared to a worm, a gnawing worm, 
a never-dying gnawing worm ; They are cast into 
hell, * where their worm dieth not.* Mar. ix. u. 

(5.) It is called unquenchable fire; *He will 
gather his wheat into the gamer ; but he will bum 
up the chaff with imquenchable fire.' Mat. m. 12. 

Ln. iii. 17. 

(6.) It is called everlasting destruction; * The Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction fi'om the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glotj oi\vL«» Y^^^"^' ^^vv^* 



receive hia mark in his tareaeau, wx — 
the same shall drink of the wine of the wratl 
God, which is poured out without mixture, intc 
cup of his indignation ; and he shall he tonne 
with fire and hrini stone in the presence of 
holy angels, and in the presence of the La 

«e. xiv. 9, 10. 

(8.) It is called the second deaih. * And deatl 
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This i 
second death. Blessed and holy ia he that 
part in the first resurrection : on such the s 
death hath no power. ' Be xx. u. 

(9.) It is called eternal damnation. * But l 
shall hlaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hatl 
forgiveness, hut is in danger of eternal damn 
Oh ! these three words ! EverlasUng pwniai 
Eternal da/innation I And For ever and ever I 
will they gnaw and eat up all the expeetatioi 
^ au« rtoaf.fl.wav sinners. 
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[the POWER OP CHRIST TO SAYB, OR TO OAST OUT.] 

Second. And now wc come to the second thing 
that is to be inquired into, namely, How it appears 
Uiai Christ haOi power to sa/ve, or to cast out. For by 
these wdrds, * I will in no wise cast out/ he declareth 
that he hath power to do both. Now this inquiry 
admits us to search into two things : First, How it 
appears thai lie hath power to save; Second, How it 
appears that he hath power to cast out. 

First, That he hatli power to save, appears by that 
which follows : — 

1. To speak only of him as he is mediator: he 
was authorized to this blessed work by his Father, 
before the world began. Hence the apostle saith, 
* He hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world.' Ep. L 4. With all those things that 
effectually will produce our salvation. Eead the 
same chapter, with 2 Ti. L 9. 

2. He was promised to om* first parents, that he 
should, in the fulness, of time, bruise the serpent's 
head ; and, as Paul expounds it, redeem them that 
were under the law. Hence, since that time, he 
hath been reckoned as slain for our sins. By which 
means all the fathers under the first testament were 
secured from the wrath to come ; hence he is called, 
'The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.' 
Re. ziii. 8. Qe. iii. 15. Qa. iv. 4, 6. 
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3. Moses gave testimoDj of him bj the types and 
shadows, and bloody sacr^ces, that he commanded 
ftx>m the mouth of God to be in use for the support 
of his people's faith, until the time of reformation ; 
which was the time of this Jesus his death. He. ix.; x. 

4. At the time of his birth it was testified of him 
by the angel, ' That he should save his people from 
their sins.' UaL i 2L 

5. It is testified of him in the days of his flesh, that 
he had power on earth to forgire sins. Mar. u. 5-12. 

G. It is testified also of him by the apostle Peter, 
that 'God hath exalted him with his own right hand, 
to hen priuce and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Israel, and forgiyeness of sins.' Ac r. si. 

7. In a word, this is everywhere testified of him, 
both in the Old Testament and the New. And 
good reason that he should bo acknowledged and 
trusted in, as a Saviour. 

(1.) He came down from heaven to be a Saviour. 

Ja vL 8S-40. 

(2.) Ho was anointed when on earth to be a 
Saviour. La. m. 22. 

(3.) He did the works of a Saviour. As, (a.) Ho 
fulfilled the law, and became the end of it for 
righteousness, for them that believe in him. Ro.x.3,4. 
(6.) He laid down his life as a Saviour ; he gave his 
life as * a ransom for many.' Mat. xx. 28. Mar. x. 45. 1 tl 
(c.) He hath abolished deatli, destroyed the 
put away sin, got the keys of hell and death, 
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ascended into heaven ; is there accepted of God, 
d bid sit at the right hand as a Saviour ; and that 
sause his sacrifice for sins pleased God. 2 tl L lo. 

ii. 14, 15. Ep. iv. 7, 8. Jn. xvi. 10, 11. Ac. v. 80, 31. He. x. 12, 13. 

(4.) God hath sent out and proclaimed him as a 
viour, and tells the world that we have redemption 
rough his blood, that he will justify us, if we be- 
ve in his blood, and that he can faithfully and 
stly do it. Yea, God doth beseech us to be recon- 
Bd to him by his Son ; which could not be, if he 
re not anointed by him to this very end, and also 
lis works and undertakings were not accepted of 
Q considered as a Saviom*. Ro. m. 24, 25. 2 Co. v. I8-21. 
(5.) God hath received already millions of souls 

his paradise, because they have received this 
3us for a Saviour ; and is resolved to cut them ofi^, 

1 to cast them out of his presence, that will not 
le him for a Saviour. lie. xii. 22-26. 

I intend brevity here ; therefore a word to the 
tend, and so conclude. 

Second, How it appears that he hath 'power to cast 
. This appears also by what follows : — 

1. The Father, for the service that he hath done 
1 as Saviour, hath made him Lord of all, even 
rd of quick and dead. * For to this end Christ 
:h died, and rose, and revived, that he might be 
rd both of the dead and living.' Ro. jdv. o. 

2. The Father hath left it with him to quicken 
om he will, to wit, witVi BaVm^ 



3. The fatliet Ittll ioaidi'iiiii judge I 

il iL^ail, Lath, committed all judgment irntt 
I], ui^l appoiiitiid that nil should hcmour the 
11 an tiicv honour tli& Pather, Jn. v. 33,23^ 

4, God will judge the world by this man 
y 13 appoiiUcd for judgment, and he ib a>pp€ 
' j udgfj. ' lie hath. appoLDted a d^ m fitf ul 

vrill judge the world m nghkmBwmi fc^ 
I u / Ac. X : i . - ; L hijv e1 o fc \v e must all jipp c a 
u ifio jLidL:;ijjf"'UL->i(;at of Ohriat^tbat every oa^ 
"Give lur uio lliiui^^i tluno iu tlie hoiiy, ucco 
;v 1 ) a 1 1 b cy 1 » u v e done* If thej have cloeed 

1, LoL-iveTi and BatvJlticail: jf tftigf'^^.Ilrt 
d d|^n«|^H I 

And i^ CBe^ rea^a ti6 miM he judge :^ 

(L) Ect^auric of lii^ Imuiiliatlon, because | 



COMB AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHK18T. 143 

(2.) That all men might honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father. * For the Father judgeth 
no man, hut hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son ; that all m&n should honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father/ Jn. v. 22, 28. 

(3.) Because of his righteous judgment, this work 
is fit for no creature ; it is only fit for the Son of 
God. For he will reward every man according to 
his ways. Re. ndi. 12. 

(4.) Because he is the Son of man. He * hath 
given him authority to execute judgment also, be- 
cause he is the Son of man.' jn. y. 27. 

[SECOND, THE TEXT TBEATBD BY WAT OP 

OBSERVATION.] 

Thus have I in brief passed through this text by 
way of explications. My next work is to speak to 
it by way of observation. But I shall be also as 
brief in that as the nature of the thing will admit. 
* All that the Father giveth mo shall come to me ; 
aud him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 

out. ■ Jn. vi. 87. 

And now I come to some observations, and a 
little briefly to speak to them, and then conclude 
the whole. The words thus explained afford us 
many, some of which are these. 1. That God the 
Father, and Christ his Son, are two distinct per- 
sons in the G odhead. 2 . lYitsA. ^^evsi^XkaX. w^W^-- 
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ing tlie Holy Ghost, is contrived and determined 
the salvation of fallen mankind. 3. That this con- 
trivance resolved itself into a covenant between 
these persons in the Godhead, which standeth in 
giving on the Father's part, and receiving on the 
Son's. *A11 that the Father giveth me,' &c. 
4. That everv one that the Father hath given to 
Christ, according to the mind of God in the text, 
shall certainly come to him. 5. That coming to 
Jesus Christ is therefore not by the will, wisdom, 
or power of man ; but by the gift, promise, and 
drawing of the Father. * All that the Father giveth 
me shall come.' 6. That Jesus Christ will be care- 
ful to receive, and will not in any wise reject those 
that come, or are coming to him. * And him that 
Cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.' There 
are, besides these, some other-truths implied in the 
words. As, 7. They that are coming to Jesus 
Christ are ofttimes heartily afraid that he will not 
receive them. 8. Jesus Christ would not have 
them that in truth are coming to him once think 
that he will cast them out. 

These observations lie all of them in the words, 
and are plentifully confirmed by the Scriptures of 
truth ; but I shall not at this time speak to them 
all, but shall pass by the first, second, third, fourtli, 
and sixth, partly because I design brevity, and 
partly because they are touched upon in the ex- 
^^fUcatory jfavi of the text. 1 ^Vi^il tW^fore begin 
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with the fifth obserratioD, and so make that the 
first in order, in the following discourse. 

[coming to CHRIST NOT BY THE POWER OP MAN, 
BUT BY THE DRAWING OP THE FATHER.] 

Observation First. First, then, coming to Christ 
is not by the vnU, wisdom, or power of mariy but by 
the gift, promise, and dramng of tfie Father, This 
observation standeth of two parts. First, Tlie 
coming .to Christ is not by the will, wisdom, or 
power of man ; Second, But by the gift, promise, 
and drawing of the Father. 

That the text carrieth this truth in its bosom, 
you will find if you look into the explication of the 
first part thereof before. I shall, therefore, here 
follow the method propounded, viz. show, 

First, Thai coming to Christ is not by the vnU, 
wisdom, or power of man. This is true, because 
the Word doth positively say it is not. 

1. It denieth it wholly to be by the will of man. 
* Not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man.' Jn. 1 13. And again, * It is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth.' Ro. ix. ic. 

2. It denieth it to be of the wisdom of man, as 
is manifest from these considerations : 

(1.) In the wisdom of God it pleased him, that 
the world by wisdom should not know him. Now, 
if by their wisdom they canuot kaoYr him,it foUowa^ 
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by that wisdom, they cannot come unto him ; for 
coming to him is not before, but after some know- 
ledge of him. 1 Co. i. 21. Ac xiii. 27. Ps. uc. 10. 

(2.) The wisdom of man, in God's account, as to 
the knowledge of Christ, is reckoned foolishness. 
* Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world ?' 1 Co. L 20. And again. The wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God. u. i4. If God hath 
made foolish the wisdom of this world ; and again, 
if the wisdom of this world is foolishness with him, 
then yerily it is not likely, that by that a sinner 
should become so prudent as to come to Jesus 
Christ, especially if you consider, 

(3.) That the doctrine of a crucified Christ, and 
so of salvation by him, is the very thing that is 
counted foolishness to the wisdom of the world. 
Now, if the very doctrine of a crucified Christ be 
counted foolishness by the wisdom of this world, it 
cannot be that, by that wisdom, a man should be 
drawn out in his soul to come to him. i Co. m. 19 ; 
LIS, 2a 

(4.) God counted the wisdom of this world one 
of his greatest enemies ; therefore, by that wisdom 
no man can come to Jesus Christ. For it is not 
likely that one of God's greatest enemies should 
draw a man to that which best of all pleaseth God, 
as coming to Christ doth. Now, that God oounteth 
the wisdom of this world one of his greatest enemies, 
Is evident, (a.) For that it casteth the greatest con- 
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mpt upon his Son's undertakings, as afore is 
•oved, in that it counts his crucifixion foolishness ; 
lOugh that be one of the highest demonstrations 
' Divine wisdom. Ep. i. 7, 8. (b.) Because God hath 
ireatened to destroy it, and bring it to nought, 
id cause it to perish ; which surely he would not 
), was it not an enemy, would it direct men to, 
id cause them to close with Jesus Christ, is. zxiz. 14. 
)o. L 19. (c.) He hath rejected it from helping in 
e ministry of his Word, as a fruitless business, 
id a thing that comes to nought. 1 Co. iL 4, 6, 12, is. 
.) Because it causeth to perish, those that seek 

and pursue it. 1 Co. i. is, 19. (e,) And God has 
'oclaimed, that if any man will be. wise in this 
)rld, he must be a fool in the wisdom of this 
jrld, and that is the way to be wise in the wisdom 

God. * If any man seemeth to be wise in this 
3rld, let him become a fool that he may be wise. 
3r the wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
od. ' 1 Co. m. 18-20. 

3. Coming to Christ is not by the power of man. 
[lis is evident partly, 

(1.) From that which goeth before. For man's 
iwer in the putting forth of it, in this matter, is 
ther stirred up by love, or sense of necessity ; but 
e wisdom of this world neither gives man love to, 
sense of a need of, Jesus Christ ; therefore, his 
>wer lieth still, as from that. 
(2.) What power has he that ift «a 
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natural man spiritually is, even dead in trespasses 
and sins ? Dead, even as dead to God's New Testa- 
ment things as he that is in his grave is dead to tho 
things of this world. What power hath he, then, 
whereby to come to Jesus Christ ? Jn. 25. Ep. ii. l 

Col il 13. 

(3.) God forbids the mighty man's glorying in 
his strength; and says positively, ' By strength 
shall no man prevail;' and again, *Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.* 

Jc. ix. 23, 24. 1 Sa. It 9. Zee It. 6. 1 Co. L 27-31. 

(4.) Paul acknowledgeth that man, nay, con- 
verted man, of himself, hath not a sufficiency of 
power in himself to think a good thought ; if not 
to do that which is least, for to think is less than 
to come; then no man, by his own power, can 
come to Jesus Christ. 2 Co. u. 5. 

(5.) Hence we ai'e said to be made willing to 
come, by the power of God ; to be raised from a 
state of sin to a state of grace, by the power of 
God ; and to believe, that is to come, through the 
exceeding working of his mighty power. Pt. ex. s. 
CoL iL 12. £p. i. 18, 20. Job xxiti. 14. But this needed not, 
if either man had power or will to come ; or so much 
as graciously to think of being willing to couie, of 
tliemselves, to Jesus Christ. 

/Second, I should now come to the proof of the 
second part of the observation [namely, the coming 
U> Chrietis by the gi/U prondae, cmd drawing ofthB 
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Father]^ but that is occaBionally done already, in 
the explicatory part of the text, to which I refer 
the reader ; for I shall here only give thee a text 
or two more to the same purpose, and so come to 
the use and application. 

1. It is expressly said, ' No man can come to 
me, except the Father which hath sent me draw 
him.' Jn. vi. 44. By this text, there is not only 
insinuated that in man is want of power, hut also 
of will, to come to Jesus Christ : they must be 
drawn ; they come not if they be not drawn. And 
observe, it is not man, no, nor all the angels in 
heaven, that can draw one sinner to Jesus Christ. 
No man cometh to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him. 

2. Again, * No man can come unto me, except it 
were given unto him of my Father. ' Jn. vi. 65. It is an 
heavenly gift that maketh man come to Jesus Christ. 

3. Again, « It is written in the prophets. And 
they shall be all taught of God. Every man, 
therefore, that hath heard, and hath learned of the 
Father, cometh unto me.' Jn. vi. 45. 

I shall not enlarge, but shall make some use and 
application, and so come to the next observation, 

[Use and Applicatimh of Observation First.] 

Use First. Is it so ? Is coming to Jesus Christ 
not by the will, wisdom, or power of man, but by the 
gift, promise, and drawing of thft F&ibfit I Thask 



There aro Bumt^ *^ .. 

contradicted, wlien they plead for the wil 
and power of man in reference to the t 
are of the kingdom of Christ ; hut I ^ 
such a man, he never yet came to unders 
himself is what the Scripture teacheth < 
him ; neither did he ever know what 
Christ is, hj the teaching, gift, and drav 
Father. He is such a one that hath se 
enemy in opposition to him, and that co 
such acts of defiance ; and what his en^ 
new birth, will he, the Scripture teachel 
we will pass this. 

Use Second. Is it so? Is coming to J 
by the gift, promise, and drawing of 1 
Then let saints here learn to ascribe i 
to Christ to the gift, promise, and dn 
Father. Christian man, bless God, wh 
in Jftsus Christ by promise; and 
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is by the Father, as aforesaid? Then this should 
teach us to set a high esteem upon them that 
indeed are coming to Jesus Christ ; I say, an high 
esteem on them, for the sake of him by virtue of 
whose grace they are made to come to Jesus Christ. 

We see that when men, by the help of human 
abilities, do arrive at the knowledge of, and bring 
to pass that which, when done, is a wonder to the 
world, how he that did it, is esteemed and com- 
mended; yea, how are his wits, parts, industry, 
and unweariedness in all admired, and yet the man, 
as to this, is but of the world, and his work the 
effect of natural ability ; the things also attained by 
him end in vanity and vexation of spirit. Further, 
perhaps in the pursuit of these his achievements, 
he sins against God, wastes his time vainly, and 
at long-run loses his soul by neglecting of better 
things ; yet he is admired ! But I say, if this 
man's parts, labour, diligence, and the like, will 
bring him to such applause and esteem in the world, 
what esteem should we have of such an one that 
is by the gift, promise, and power of God, coming 
to Jesus Christ ? 

1. This is a man with whom God is, in whom 
God works and walks; a man whose motion is 
governed and steered by the mighty hand of God, 
and the effectual workiiag of his power. Here is 
a man ! 

2. This man, by tho (k^^ mv^t^ 
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"whicli worketh in him, is able to cast a whole world 
behind him, with all the lusts and pleasures of it, 
and to charge through all the difficulties that men 
and devils can set against him. Here is a man. 

3. This man is travelling to Mount Zion, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, and the 
spirits of just men made perfect, to God the Judge 
of all, and to Jesus. Here is a man ! 

4. This man can look upon death with comfort, 
can laugh at destruction when it cometh, and longs 
to hear the sound of the last trump, and to see his 
Judge coming in the clouds of heaven. Here is a 
man indeed ! 

Let Christians, then, esteem each other as such. 
I know you do it ; but do it more and more. And 
that you may, consider these two or three things. 
(1.) These are the objects of Christ's esteem. Mat. 

jdi 48, 49 ; zr. 23-28. Ln. viL 9. (2.) ThcSO are the objcctS 

of the esteem of angels. Da. ix. 12 ; x. 21, 22. zii 3, 4. 
He. iL 14. (3.) These have been the objects of the 
esteem of heathens, when but convinced about 
them. Da. y. 10, 11. Ac y. ifi. 1 Co. zLt. 24, 25. ' Let each 
[of you, then,] esteem [each] other better than 
themselves. ' Phi u. 2. 

Use Fmrth, Again, Is it so, that no man comes 
to Jesus Christ by the will, wisdom, and power of 
man, but by the gift, promise, and drawing of the 
i^a^er ? Then this shows us how horribly ignor- 
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ant of this such are, who make the man that is 
coming to Christ the ohject of their contempt and 
rage. These are also unreasonable and wicked 
men ; men in whom is no faith. 2 Th. ul 2. Sinners, 
did you but know what a blessed thing it is to 
come to Jesus Christ, and that by the help and 
drawing of the Father, they do indeed come to 
him ; you woidd hang and burn in hell a thousand 
years, before you would turn your spirits as you do, 
against him that God is drawing to Jesus Christ, 
and also against the God that draws him. 

But, faithless sinner, let us a little expostulate 
the matter. What hath this man done against 
thee, that is coming to Jesus Christ ? Why dost 
thou make hhn the object of thy scorn? doth his 
coming to Jesus Christ offend thee ? doth hia 
pursuing of his own salvation offend thee? doth 
his forsaking of his sins and pleasures offend thee ? 

Poor coming man ! * Shall we sacrifice the 
abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, 
and will they not stone us ? ' Ex. vUi. 26. 

But, I say, why offended at this ? Is he ever 
the worse for coming to Jesus Christ, or for his 
loving and serving of Jesus Christ? Or is he 
ever the more a fool, for flying from that which 
will drown thee in hell-fire, and for seeking eternal 
life ? Besides, pray. Sirs, consider it ; this he 
doth, not of himself, but by the drawing of the 
Father. Come, let me tell thee in thine ear^ tkou 



this poor sinner. is coming. 

2. Thou shalt be judged, too, foi 
hated the Father, by whose powerf' 
sinner doth come. 

3. Thou shalt be taken and judg 
has done despite to the Spirit of gr 
is, by its help, coming to Jesus 
sayest thou now ? Wilt thou stand 
Wilt thou continue to contemn an 
living God ? Thinkest thou that i 
ther it out well enough at the day 
* Can thine heart endure, or can 1 
strong, in the days that I shall d 
saith the Lord ? Ese. xxiL u. Jn. z 

1 Th. iv. 8. 

Use FifUi. Is it so, that no ma: 
BUS Christ by the will, wisdom, and 
but by the gift, promise, and dra^ 
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none ; then the work goes on ! Elias threw his 
mantle upon the shoulders of Elisha; and what a 
wonderful work followed ! When Jesus fell in 
with the crowing of a cock, what work was 
there ! when God is in the means, then shall 
that means — ^he it never so weak and contemptible 
in itself — work wonders, i kl xix. 19. Mat xxvi. 74, 76. 
Mar. xiT. 71, 72. Lu. xxii. 60-62. Tho world. Understood 
not, nor believed, that the walls of Jericho sliould 
fall at the sound of rams' horns ; but when God 
will work, the means must be effectual. A word 
weakly spoken, spoken with difficulty, in temp- 
tation, and in the midst of great contempt and 
scorn, works wonders, if the Lord thy God will 
say so too. 

Use Sixth* Is it so ? Doth no man come to 
Jesus Christ by the will, wisdom, and power of 
man, but by the gift, promise, and drawing of the 
Father ? Then here is room for Christians to 
stand and wonder at the effectual working of 
God's providences, that he hath made use of, as 
means to bring them to Jesus Christ. 

For although men are drawn to Christ by the 
power of the Father, yet that power putteth forth 
itself in the use of means : and these means are 
divers, sometimes this, sometimes that; for God 
is at liberty to work by which, and when, and 
how he will ; but let the means be what they will, 
and as contemptible as may be, yet God that com- 

F 



doth ottentinicD 

to bring about the conversion ana — 
people. Therefore, you that are come U 
— and that by unlikely means — stay yoi 
and wonder, and, wondering, magnify a 
power, by the work of which the means ha 
made effectual to bring you to Jesus Chris 
What was the providence that God no 
of as a means, either more remote or mo 
to briug thee to Jesus Christ ? Was it 
moving of thy habitation, the change of 
dition, the loss of relations, estate, or t' 
Was it thy casting of thine eye upon sc 
book, thy hearing of thy neighbours tal 
venly things, the beholding of God's jud/ 
executed upon others, or thine own d 
from them, or thy being strangely cast 
ministry of some godly man ? tab 
--^^ providence or providences ! Thei 
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rork by them as be bath done for' thy poor soul, 
y his effectually working with them. that Jesus 
Jhrist should meet thee in this providence, that 
ispensation, or the other ordinance I This is 
:race indeed ! At this, therefore, it will he thy 
risdom to admire, and for this to bless God. 

Give me leave to give you a taste of some of 
hose providences that have been effectual, through 
he management of God, to bring salvation to the 
ouls of his people. 

(1.) The first shall be that of the woman of 
•amaria. It must happen, that she must needs 
out of the city to draw water, not before nor 
fter, but just when Jesus Chi'ist her Saviour 
as come ^om far, and set to rest him, being 
eary, upon the well. What a blessed providence 
as this ! Even a providence managed by the 
Imighty wisdom, and almighty power, to the con- 
Brsion and salvation of this poor creature. For 
y this providence was this poor creature and her 
aviour brought together, that that blessed work 
light be fulfilled upon the woman, according to 
le purpose before determined by the Father. 

uiv. 

(2.) What providence was it that there should 
9 a tree in the way for Zaccheus to climb, thereby 
> give Jesus opportunity to call that chief of tho 
iiblicans home to himself, even before he came 
)wn therefrom. Lit xix. 
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(3.) Was it not also wonderful that the thief, 
which you read of in the gospel, should, hy the 
providence of God, he cast into prison, to he con- 
demned even at that sessions that Christ himself 
was to die ; nay, and that it should happen, too, 
that they must he hanged together, that the thief 
might he in hearing and ohserving of Jesus in his 
last words, that he might ho converted hy him 
before his death ! Lu. xxm. 

(4.) What a strange providence was it, and as 
strangely managed hy God, that Onesimus, when 
he was run away from his master, should be taken, 
and, as I think, cast into that very prison where 
Paul lay hoimd for the Word of the gospel ; that 
he might there be by him converted, and then sent 
home again to his master Philemon ! Behold ' all 
things work together for good to them that love. 
God, to them who are the called according to his 

purpose. * Ro. viii. 28. 

Nay, I have myself known some that have been 
made to go to hear the Word preached against 
their wills ; others have gone not to hear, but to 
see and to be seen ; nay, to jeer and flout others, 
as also to catch and carp at things. Some also 
to feed their adulterous eyes with the sight of 
beautiful objects; and yet God hath made use 
even of these things, and even of the wicked and 
sinful proposals of sinners, to bring them under 
the grace that might ea^^ iheir bouIs. 
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Use Seventh, Doth no man come to Jesus Christ 
but by the drawing, <fec., of the Father ? Then 
let me here caution those poor sinners, that are 
spectators of the cliange that God hath wrought 
in them that are coming to Jesus Christ, not to 
attribute this work and change to other things 
and causes. 

There are some poor smners in the world that 
plainly see a change^ a mighty change, in their 
neighbours and relations that are coming to Jesus 
Christ. But, as I said, they being ignorant, and 
not knowing whence it comes and whither it goes, 
for * so is every one that is bom of the Spirit,' 
Jn. iii. 8, therefore they attribute this change to 
other causes: as melancholy; to sitting alone; to 
overmuch reading; to their going to too many 
sermons; to too much studying and musing on 
what they hear. 

Also they conclude, on the other side, that it is 
for want of merry company ; for want of physic ; 
and therefore they advise them to leave off reading, 
going to sermons, the company of sober people ; 
and to be merry, to go a gossiping, to busy them- 
selves in the things of this world, not to sit musing 
alone, 

But come, poor ignorant sinner, let me deal 
with thee. It seems thou art turned counsellor 
for Satan : I tell thee thou knowest not what thou 
dost. Take heed of spending ^Vi^ \\x^^«Si^ 
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this manner ; thou judgest foolishly, and say est in 
this, to every one that passeth hy, thou art a fool 
What ! count convictions for sin, mournings for 
sin, and repentance for sin, melancholy ? This is 
like those that on the other side said, * These men 
are [drunk with] full of new wine,' <fcc. Or aa 
he that said Paul was mad. Ac. ii. i3 j xxyL 24. Poor 
ignorant sinner ! canst thou judge no hotter ? 
What! is sitting alone, pensive imder God's hand, 
reading the Scriptures, and hearing of sermons, 
<Sic., the way to be undone ? The Lord open thine 
eyes, and make thee to see thine error I Thou 
hast set thyself against God, thou hast despised 
the operation of his hands, thou attemptest to 
murder souls. What ! canst thou give no better 
counsel touching those whom God hath wounded, 
than to send them to the ordinances of hell for 
help ? Thou biddest them be merry and light- 
some ; but dost thou not know that * the heart 
of fools is in the house of mirth ?' Ec vU. 4. 

Thou biddest them shun the hearing of thun- 
dering preachers; but is it not 'better to hear 
the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the 
song of fools ?' Ec. vu. 5. Thou biddest them busy 
themselves in the things of this world ; but dosf 
thou not know that the Lord bids, < Seek first the 
kingdom of God, and hia righteousness ?' Mut. tLM. 
Poor ignorant sinner I cwms^^ ^1 

Buab, And learn ihyadt to \» ^\^«sfi^ 
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afflicted ? let him pray. Is any merry ? let him 
sing psalms.' Ja. v. is. * Blessed is the man that 
heareth me.* Pr. viu. 82. And hear for time to come, 
• Save yourselves from this imtoward generation.' 
Ac ii. 40. * Search the Scriptures.' Jn. v. 39. * Give 
attendance to reading.' i Ti. iv. 13. • It is better to 
go to the house of mourning.' Ec. vii. 2, 3. 

And wilt thou judge him that doth thus ? Art 
thou almost like Elymas the sorcerer, that sought 
to turn the deputy from the faith ? Thou seekest 
to pervert the right ways of the Lord. Take heed 
lest some heavy judgment overtake thee. Ac. xiu. s-is. 
What! teach men to quench convictions; take men 
off from a serious consideration of the evil of sin, 
of the terrors of the world to come, and how they 
shall escape the same ? What ! teach men to put 
God and his Word out of their minds, by running 
to merry company, by running to the world, by 
gossiping? &c. This is as much as to bid them 
to say to God, ' Depart from us, for we desire not 
the knowledge of thy ways ;' or, * What is the Al- 
mighty that we should serve him ? or what profit 
have we if we keep his ways ?' Here is a devil 
in grain ! What ! bid man walk ' according to 
the course of this world, according to the prince 
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 
in Hie children of disobedience.' Ep. ii. s. 



Ubjea. J. . 
coming to Jesus Christ ; truly we wonutji » 
and think they are fools. 

Anm, Do you not know that they are 
to Jesus Christ ? then they may be coming 
for aught you know ; and why will ye be 
than the brute, to speak evil of the thin 
know not ? What! are ye made to be tal 
destroyed? must ye utterly perish in yo 
corruptions? 2Pe.iLi2. Do you not know 
Let them alone then. If you cannot spe 
of them, speak not bad. * Refrain from th< 
and let them alone; for if this counsel or t 
be of men, it will come to nought ; but if 
God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest hapl 
found even to fight against God.' Ac. v. 88, 
why do you wonder at a work of coi^vit 
conversion ? Know you not that this is 
•^'^nt of God upon you, ' ye despisers. 
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desires to be saved ; as also to coining to Jesus 
Christ. 

Object. 2. But how shall we know that such men 
are coming to Jesus Christ ? 

Ansv), Who can make them see that Christ has 
made blind ? Jn. iL 3, 9. Nevertheless, because 1 
endeavour thy conviction, conversion, and salva- 
tion, consider : Do they cry out of sin, being 
burned with it, as of an exceeding bitter thing ? 
Do they fly from it, as from the face of a deadly 
serpent ? Do they cry out of the insufficiency of 
their own righteousness, as to justification in the 
^ight of God ? Do they cry out after the Lord 
Jesus, to save them? Do they see more worth 
and merit in one drop of Christ's blood to save 
them, than in all the sins of the world to damn 
them ? Are they tender of sinning against Jesus 
Christ ? Is his name, person, and imdertakings, 
more precious to them, than is the glory of the 
world ? Is this word more dear unto them ? Is 
faith in Christ (of which they are convinced by 
God's Spirit of the want of, and that without it 
they can never close with Christ) precioils to them ? 
Do they savour Christ in his Word, and do they 
leave all the world for his sake ? And are they 
willing, God helping them, to run hazards for his 
name, for the love they bear to him ? Are his 
saints precious to them ? If these things be so, 
whether thou seestthemox iLQ^^^^^\si'5cw«xfe^^5SM 



rg. IL 7, a 1 Pe. L 18, IV. ^ . 

a. 7. Ca. T. 10-16. Ts. exiz. Jn. amL 85. IJn. iy. i ^ 
xvL 9. Bo. xiv. 2d. He. xL 6. Ps. xiz. 10, 11. Je. xy. : 
xl 24-27. Ac XX. 22-24; xxi. 13. Tik iU. 15. 2 Jn. i. Ep 
PWle. 7. 1 Co. xvl 24. 

[comers OFTTIMES AFRAm THAT CHRIST WILI 
RECEIVE THEM.] 

Obseryatiok Second. — I come now t 
second observation propounded to be spok 
to wit, T/iat tiiey that are coming to Jesua 
are ofttimes JieartUy afraad that Jems Chr 
not receive them, 

I told you that this observation is implie 
text ; and I gather it, 

First, From the largeness and qpennes 
pratnise : * I will in no wise oast out. ' 

^"on a proneness in us to * fea 



COMB AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST. 165 



were not prone to admit of such objections, to the 
discouraging of their own souls. For this word, 
• in no wise; * cutteth the throat of all objections ; 
and it was dropped by the Lord Jesus for that 
very end ; and to help tlie faith that is mixed with 
unbelief. And it is, as it were, the sum of all 
promises ; neither can any objection be made upon 
the unworthiness that thou findest in thee, that 
this promise will not assoil. 

But I am a great sinner, sayest thou. 

* I will in no wise cast out,* says Christ, 
But I am an old sinner, sayest thou. 

* I will in no wise cast out, ' says Christ. 
But I am a hard-hearted sinner, sayest thou, 

* I will in no wise cast out,* says Christ. 
But I am a backsliding sinner, sayest thou. 

* I will in no wise cast out, * says Christ. 

But I have served Satan all my days, sayest thou. 

* 1 will in no wise cast out,* says Christ. 
But I have sinned against light, sayest thou, 

* I will in no wise cast out,* says Christ. 

But I have sinned against mercy, sayest thou. 

* I will in no wise cast out,* says Christ. 

But I have no good thing to bring with me, 
sayest thou. 

* I will in no wise cast out,' says Christ. 
Thus I might go on to the end of things, and 

show you, that still this promise was provided to 
answer all objectionB, and dol\i «JMr««t ^^xa.* 



mix JmA ms^oom^m 

saj, what need it be, if tbej tJiat are oor 
\Qsm CbrUt not HometimM^ 
jicaHilj atrM^ ^ikrt Im^ 

Second, I will give you now ti/so in^am 
icon io imply tJte Irtdh of iJa^ ohserralioTi. 

Ill tUe niiitk of Mattliew, at the 2d ven 
imd of a mail tliat waa eiclc of the pals J |. 
vas comiu^ to Jestia Ohmt, beiog bom&vi 
led hy his Menda: he bIbo ir&s eamuig I 
Lid that upon another account than any 
|i iench were aware of ; even for the pardon i 

[d tlte J>alvutioii of his s^nil. Now, i 
Iver Ivo wafi come into tlie pi cseiico of Christ, 
t'nU him * be of good cliciir.' It seems th 
leart was faintmgi but vtJm^ wft^ti^ wsi^ 

h bis fnm^B Hi Im 
^^nilt am] hui dcn of Tiis Bitis, for flie ' 
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That about the Prodigal seems pertinent also to 
this matter : ' When he came to himself, he said. 
How many hired servants of my father's have 
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger ! I will arise and go to my father.' 
Heartily spoken ; but how did he perform his pro- 
mise ? I think not so well as he promised to do ; 
and my ground for my thoughts is, because his 
father, so soon as he was come to him, fell upon 
his neck and kissed him ; implying, methinks, as 
if the prodigal by this time was dejected in his 
mind ; and therefore his father gives him the most 
sudden and familiar token of reconciliation. And 
kisses were of old time often used to remove doubts 
and fears. Thus Laban and Esau kiss Jacob. 
Thus Joseph kissed his brethren ; and thus also 
David kissed Absalom. Ge. mxI. 55 ; xxxiii. 1-4; xIvul 
9, 10. 2 Sa. ziv. 33. It is true, as I said, at first 
setting out, he spake heartily, as sometimes sinners 
also do in their beginning to come to Jesus Christ; 
but might not he, yea, in all probability he had, 
between the first step ho took, and the last, by 
which he accomplished that journey, many a 
thought, both this way and that ; as whether his 
father would receive him or no ? As thus : I said, 
* I would go to my Father.' But how, if when I 
come at him he should ask me, Where I have all 
this while been ? What must I say then ? Also, 
if he ask me, What is become of the portion of 
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goods that lie gave me ? What shall I saj then? 
If he asks me, Who have been my companions? 
What shall I say then ? If he also shall ask me, 
What hath been my preferment in all the time of 
my absence from him ? What shall I say then ? 
Yea, and if he ask me, Why I came home no sooner ? 
What shall I say then ? Thus, I say, might he 
reason with himself; and being conscious to him- 
self, that he could give but a bad answer to any of 
these interrogatories, no marvel if he stood in need 
first of all of a kiss from his father's lips. For 
had he answered the first in truth, he must say, I 
have been a haunter of taverns and ale-houses; and 
as for my portion, I spent it in riotous living ; my 
companions were whores and drabs; as for my 
preferment, the highest was, that I became a hog- 
herd ; and as for my not coming home till now, 
could I have made shift to have staid abroad 
any longer, I had not lain at thy feet for mercy 
now. 

I say, these things considered, and considering, 
again, how prone poor man is to give way, when 
truly awakened, to despondings and heart-mis- 
givings, no marvel if he did sink in his mind, 
between the time of his first setting out, and that 
of his coming to his Father. 

Third, But, thirdly, methinks I have for the 
confirmation of this truth (he consent of all the 
sairUa thai are under heaven^ to wit, That they 
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^bat are comiDg to Jesus Christ, are ofttimos 
heartily afraid that he will not receive them. 

Quest, But what should be the reason? I will 
answer to this question thus : 

1. It is not for want of the revealed will of God, 
that manifesteth grounds for the contrary, for of 
that there is a sufficiency ; yea, the text itself hath 
laid a sufficient foundation for encouragement, for 
them that are coming to Jesus Christ. * And him 
that Cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.' 

2. It is not for want of any invitation to come, 
for that is full and plain. * Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. * Mat xi. 2a 

3. Neither is it for want of a manifestation of 
Christ's willingness to receive, as those texts 
above named, with that which follows, declareth, 
* If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink. ' Jn. vii. 37. 

4. It is not for want of exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises to receive them that come. * Where 
fore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thingy 
and I will receive you, and will be a Father uuto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty. ' 2 Co. vL 17, is. 

5. It is not for want of solemn oath and engage- 
ment to save them that come. ' For - because lie 
could swear by no greatoi, ^ \vv2asA\£^^ 
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that by two immutable things, in which it loas 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold 
upon the hope set before us.' He. vi. 13-I8. 

6. Neither is it for want of great examples of 
God's mercy, that have come to Jesus Christ, of 
which we read most plentifully in the Word. There- 
fore, it must be concluded, it is for want of that 
which follows., 

[ What it is that prevents the coming to Chrid.] 

First, It is for want of the knmdedge of Christ. 
Thou knowest but little of the grace and kindness 
that is in the heart of Christ ; thou knowest but 
little of the virtue and merit of his blood ; thou 
knowest but little of the willingness that is in his 
heart to save thee ; and this is the reason of the 
fear that ai'iscth in thy heart, and that causeth 
thee to doubt that Christ will not receive thee. 
Unbelief is the daughter of Ignorance. Therefore 
Christ saith, *0 fools, and slow of heart to believe.* 

Ln. xxiv. 25. 

Slowness of heart to believe, flows from thy fool- 
ishness in the things of Christ ; this is evident to 
all tliat are acquainted with themselves, and are 
seeking after Jesus Christ. The more ignorance, 
the more unbelief. The more knowledge of Christ, 
the more faith, * They that know thy name will 
put their trust ia the©,* t?%.1x.io. He, therefore. 
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that began to come to Christ but the other day, 
and hath yet but Httle knowledge of him, he fears 
that Christ will not receive him. But he that 
hath been longer acquainted with him, ho 'is 
strong, and hath overcome the wicked one.' UxlIL is. 
When Joseph's brethren came into Egypt to buy 
com, it is said, * Joseph knew his brethren, but 
his brethren knew not him. ' What follows ? Why, 
great mistrust of heart about their speeding well ; 
especially, if Joseph did but answer them roughly, 
calling them spies, and questioning their truth and 
the like. And observe it, so long as their ignor- 
ance about their brother remained with them, 
whatsoever Joseph did, still they put the worse 
sense upon it. For instance, Joseph upon a time 
bids the steward of his house bring them home, to 
dine with him, to dine even in Joseph's house. 
And how is this resented by them? Why, they 
are afraid. * And the men were afraid, because 
they were brought unto ' their brother ' Joseph's 
house. ' And they said, He seeketh occasion against 
us, and will fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, 
and our asses. Ge. xiii., xiiii. What ! afraid to go to 
Joseph's house? He was their brother; he in- 
tended to feast them ; to feast them, and to feast 
with them. Ah ! but they were ignorant that ho 
was their brother. And so long as their ignorance 
lasted, so long their fear terrified them. Just 
thus it is with the sinner that UtA U CQudn^ 
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knew be would not fail him, nor forsake him; 
and therefore he laid his soul down at his feet, and 
committed it to him, to keep against that day. 
But, 

Second, Thy fears that Christ will not receive 
thee may be cdao a consequent of thy earnest and 
strmig desires after thy salvation by him. For this 
I observe, that strong desires to have, are attended 
with strong fears of missing. AVhat man most sets 
his heart upon, and what his desires are most after, 
he ofttimes most fears he shall not obtain. So 
the man, the ruler of the synagogue, had a great 
desire that his daughter should live; and that 
desire was attended with fear, that she should not. 
Wherefore, Christ saith unto him, ' Be not afraid.' 

Mar. V. 86. 

Suppose a young man should have his heart 
much set upon a virgin to have her to wife, if ever 
he fears he shall not obtain her, it is when he be- 
gins to love; now, thinks he, somebody will step in 
betwixt my love and the object of it; either they 
will find fault with my person, my estate, my con- 
ditions, or something! Now thoughts begin to 
work ; she doth not like me, or something. And 
thus it is with the soul at first coming to Jesus 
Christ, thou lovest him, and thy love produceth 
jealousy, and that jealousy ofttimes begets fears. 

Now thou fearest the sins of thy youth, the sins 
of thine old age, the sius of th^ coiliu^^ tha a\xxa q£ 



; ClinirJian duties, the siiia of tliine liear 
jiedilng; tlsijikoBt some tiling or other 
e II ate the heart and alive tions of Jesus C] 
m thee \ thou thinkeat; he sees Bomething m i 
" the sake of wliioh he ^mfl refoee thj bouI* 

content, a little moro kno^^ ledge of him 
i]ie thee take hettcv inNvrl ; thy earnest dej 
ill not bo lUtemled witii ^^ulIi ]>iin;tng fe«'irs; 
lit ho re after say, * This is my infirmity* ' 
Thou art &ick of lore^ a vefj Aweet dmaae* 
t erery disaaae hm som weakness atlendiiij 
yet I wyi thii distemper, if it be kwM IQ 
0, w&B more epidemical. Die of this ^Isei 
uld gladly do; it is better than life itself, the 
ht^ fiLtendeJ with feats. But thou criest, I 
t chtaiii : ivellj l>e not too hasty in making 
aious. If Jeans Christ had not put hia Hug- 
tho hale of t]}e^lQ|p^ |l9^ towels wat44 
n troubled fcr M«rl:%inr^ 



COMB AND WELCOME TO' JESUS CHRIST. 175 

Should you ask him that we mentioned hut now, 
How long is it since you hegan to fear you should 
miss of this damsel you love so ? The answer will 
he. Ever since I hegan to love her. But did you 
not fear it hefore? No, nor should I fear it now, 
hut that I vehemently love her. Come, sinner, let 
US apply it: How long is it since thou hegan to 
fear that Jesus Christ will not receive thee ? Thy 
answer is, Ever since I hegan to desire that he 
would save my soul. I hegan to fear, when I 
hegan to come ; and the more my heart hums in 
desires after him, the more I feel my heart fear I 
shall not he saved hy him. See now, did not I 
tell thee that thy fears were hut the consequence 
of strong desires ? Well, fear not, coming sinner, 
thousands of coming souls are in thy condition, 
and yet they will get safe into Christ's hosom: 
* Say,' says Christ, * to them that <xre of a fearful 
heart. Be strong, fear not ; your God will come and 

save you.' is. xxxv. 4 ; IxilL 1. 

Thi/rdf Thy fear that Christ will not receive thee 
may cmse from a sense of thine own umoorthiness. 
Thou seest what a poor, sorry, wretched, worthless 
creature thou art; and seeing this, thou fearest 
Christ will not receive thee. Alas, sayest thou, I 
am the vilest of all men; a town-sinner, a ring- 
leading sinner ! I am not only a sinner myself, 
but have made others twofold worse the children 
of hell also. BesideSy now I am under some 
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tliinky I am to every good man in the world. They 
can read, hear, pray, remember, repent, be humble, 
do everything better than so vile a wretch as I. 
I, vile wretch, am good for nothing but to burn 
in hell-fire, and when I think of that, I am con- 
founded too ! 

Thus the sense of unworthiness creates and 
heightens fears in the hearts of them that are 
coming to Jesus Christ ; but indeed it should not ; 
for who needs the physician but the sick? or who 
did Christ come into the world to save, but the 
chief of sinners? Mar. u. 17. i Ti L 15. Wherefore, 
the more thou seest thy sins, tlie faster fly thou to 
Jesus Christ. And let the sense of thine own un- 
worthiness prevail with thee yet to go faster. As 
it is with the man that carrieth his broken arm in 
a sling to the bone-setter, still as he thinks of his 
broken arm, and as he feels the pain and anguish, 
he hastens his pace to the man. And if Satan 
meets thee, and asketh. Whither goest thou? tell 
him thou art maimed, and art going to the Lord 
Jesus. If he objects thine own unworthiness, tell 
him, That even as the sick seeketh the physician ; 
as he that hath broken bones seeks him that can 
set them ; so thou art going to Jesus Christ for 
cure and healing for thy sin-sick soul. But it oft- 
times happeneth to him that flies for his life, he 
despairs of escaping, and therefore delivers himself 
up into the hand of the ]}urftUAr. But u^^u^^ 



178 COME AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST. 

Bmner ; be of good cheer, Christ came to save the 
unworthy ones : he not faithless, hut believe. Come 
away, man, the Lord Jesus calls thee, saying, 'And 
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast ont.' 

Fourth, Thy fear that Christ will not receive thee, 
may arise from a sense of the eocceeding mercy of 
being saved ; sometimes salvation is in the eyes of 
him that desires so great, so huge, so wonderful a 
thing, that the very thoughts of the excellency of 
it, engenders unbelief about obtaining it, in the 
heart of those that unfeignedly desire it. * Seemeth 
it to you,* saith David, *a light thing to be a king's 
son-in-law?* i Sa. xviiL 23. So the thoughts of the 
greatness and glory of the thing propounded, as 
heaven^ eternal life, eternal glory, to be with God, 
and Christ, and angels ; these are great things, 
things too good, saith the soul that is little in his 
own eyes ; things too rich, saith the soul that is 
truly poor in spirit, for me. 

Besides, the Holy Ghost hath a way to greaten 
heavenly things to the understanding of the coming 
sinner ; yea, and at the same time to greaten, too, 
the sin and unworthiness of that sinner. Now the 
soul staggeringly wonders, saying, * What ! to be 
made like angels, like Christ, to live in eternal bliss, 
joy, and felicity I This is for angels, and for then 
that can walk like angels ! If a prince, a duke, an 
earl, should send (by the hand of his servant) for 
some poor, sorry, beggarly scrub, to take her for his 
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master to wife, and the servant should come and 
say, My lord and master, such an one hath sent 
me to thee, to take thee to him to wife ; he is rich, 
beautiful, and of excellent qualities ; he is loving, 
meek, humble, well-spoken, &c. What now would 
tjiis poor, sorry, beggarly creatm-e think ? What 
would she say ? or how would she frame an answer ? 
"When king David sent to Abigail upon this ac- 
count, and though she was a rich woman, yet she 
said, ' Behold, let thine handmaid be a servant to 
wash the feet of the servants of my lord. ' i Sa. xxv. 40, 4i. 
She was confounded, she could not well tell what 
to say, the offer was so great, beyond what could 
in reason be expected. 

But suppose this great person should second his 
suit, and send to this sorry creature again, what 
would she say now ? Would she not say. You 
mock me ? But what if he affirms that he is in 
good earnest, and that his lord must have her to 
wife ; yea, suppose he should prevail upon her to 
credit liis message, and to address herself for her 
journey ; yet, behold every thought of her pedigree 
confounds her ; also her sense of want of beauty 
makes her ashamed ; and if she doth but thiuk of 
being embraced, the unbelief that is mixed with 
that thought whirls her into tremblings ; and now 
she calls herself fool, for believing the messenger, 
and thinks not to go ; if she thinks of being bold, 
she blushes ; and the least thought that she shall 
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lilie a king ; nay, let him give like liimself, and do 
thou receive like thyself. He hath all, and thou 
hast nothing. God told his people of old, that ho 
would pave them in truth and in righteousness, and 
that they should return to, and enjoy the land, 
which hefore, for their sins, had spewed them out ; 
and then adds, under a supposition of their count- 
ing the mercy too good, or too hig, * If it he mar- 
vellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in 
these days, should it also he marvellous in mine 
eyes ? saith the Lord of hosts. * Zec. vm. c. 

As who should say, they are now in captivity, 
and little in their own eyes ; therefore they think 
the mercy of returning to Canaan is a mercy too 
marvellously hig for them to enjoy ; hut if it he so 
in their eyes, it is not so in mine ; I will do for 
them like God, if they will hut receive my hounty 
like sinners. Coming sinner, God can give his 
heavenly Canaan, and the glory of it, unto thee ; 
yea, none ever had them hut as a gift, a free gift. 
He hath given us his Son, * How shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things V ro. vm. sa. 

It was not the worthiness of Ahraham, or Moses, 
or David or Peter, or Paul, hut the mercy of God, 
that made them inheritors of heaven. If God thinks 
thee worthy, judge not thyself unworthy ; hut take 
it, and he thankful. And it is a good sign he in- 
tends to give thee, if he hath drawn out thy heart 
to ask* < Lord, tlxou haat ketixd tioi^b dj^as^ ^ 
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they are not elected. Or, 2. TTiat they have aimed 
the sin against the Holy Ghost, To both these I 
answer briefly — 

1. [Mection.] — Touching election, out of which 
thou fearest thou art excluded. Why, coming sin- 
ner, even the text itself affordeth thee help against 
this doubt, and that by a double argument. 

(1.) That coming to Christ is by virtue of the 
gift, promise, and drawing of the Father ; but thou 
art a-coming ; therefore God hath given thee, pro- 
mised thee, and is drawing thee to Jesus Christ. 
Coming sinner, hold to this ; and when Satan be- 
ginneth to roar again, answer. But I feel my heart 
moving after Jesus Christ ; but that would not be, 
if it were not given by promise, and drawing to 
Christ by the power of the Father. 

(2.) Jesus Christ hath promised, 'That him that 
Cometh to him he will in no wise cast out.' And 
if he hath said it, will he not make it good, I mean 
even thy salvation ? For, as I have said already, 
not to cast out, is to receive and admit to the bene- 
fit of salvation. H then the Father hath given thee, 
as is manifest by thy coming ; and if Christ will 
receive thee, thou coming soul, as it is plain he 
will, because he hath said, ' He will in no wise cast 
out ;' then be confident, and let those conclusions, 
that as naturally flow from the text as light from 
the sun, or water from the fountain, stay thee. 

If Satan therefor© objecl^tici, "EuX. \)ivqvx 
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elected ; answer, But I am coming, Satan, I am 
coming ; and that I could not be, but that the 
Father draws me; and I am coming to such a Lord 
Jesus, as will in no wise cast me out. Further, 
Satan, were I not elect, the Father would not draw 
me, nor would the Son so graciously open his bosom 
to me. I am persuaded, that not one of the non- 
elect shall ever be able to say, no, not in the day 
of judgment, I did sincerely come to Jesus Christ. 
Gome they may, feignedly, as Judas and Simon 
Magus did ; but that is not our question. There- 
fore, thou honest-hearted coming sinner, be not 
afraid, but como. 

2, [Of the sin against the Hdy Ohost,'] — As to 
the second part of the objection, about sinning the 
sin against the Holy Ghost, the same argimnent 
overthrows that also. But I will argue thus : 

(1.) Coming, to Christ is by virtue of a special 
gift of the Father ; but the Father giveth no such 
gift to them that have sinned that sin ; therefore 
thou that art coming hast not committed that sin. 
That the Father giveth no such gift to them that 
have sinned that sin is evident — (a.) Because sucli 
have sinned themselves out of God*s favour; 'They 
shall never have forgiveness.' Mat. xii. 32. But it is 
a special favour of God to give unto a man, to come 
to Jesus Christ ; because thereby he obtaineth for- 
giveneBa, Therefore he that cometh hath not sinned 
that BID. (b.) Thoy that mi agawst 
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the Holy Ghost, have sinned themselyes out of an 
interest in the sacrifice of Christ's hody and hlood ; 
* The're remaineth [for such] no more sacrifice for 
sins. ' He. X- 26. But God giveth not grace to any of 
them to come to Christ, that hare no share in the 
sacrifice of his hody and hlood. Therefore, thou 
that art coming to him, hast not sinned that sin. 

(2.) Coming to Christ is hy the special drawing 
of the Father ; * No man can come to me except 
the Father which hath sent me draw him,' Jn. Ti, 44. 
But the Father draweth not him to Christ, for whom 
he hath not allotted forgiveness hy his hlood ; there- 
fore they that are coming to Jesus Christ have not 
committed that sin, hecause he hath allotted them 
forgiveness hy his hlood. That the Father cannot 
draw them to Jesus Christ, for whom he hath not 
allotted forgiveness of sins, is manifest to sense : for 
that would he a plain mockery, a flam,* neither 
hecoming his wisdom, justice, holiness, nor good- 
ness. 

(3.) Coming to Jesus Christ lays a man under 
the promise of forgiveness and salvation. But it 
is impossihle that he that hath sinned that sin 
should ever he put under a promise of these. 
Therefore, he that hath sinned that sin can never 
have heart to come to Jesus Christ. 

(4.) Coming to Jesus Christ lays a man under 
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tbee 972^1^ arise from thine own fcUy, in immUngt 
yea, in thy chalking out to God, a toay to bring tJtee 
Jiome to Jema Clirisf. Some souls that are coming 
to Jesus Christ are great tormentors of themselves 
upon this account; they conclude, that if their 
coming to Jesus Christ is right, thej must needs 
be brouglit home thus and thus. 

As to instance: 1. Says one, If God be bring, 
lug of me to Jesus Christ, then will he load mo 
with the guilt of sin till he makes me roar again. 
2. If God be indeed a-bringing me home to Jesus 
Christ, then must I be assaulted with dreadful 
temptations of the devil. 3. If God be indeed 
a-bringing me to Jesus Christ, then, even when I 
come at him, I shall have wonderful revelations of 
liim. 

This is the way that some sinners appoint for 
God ; but, perhaps, he will not walk therein ; yet 
will he bring them to Jesus Christ. But now, 
because they come not the way of their own chalk- 
ing out, therefore they are at a loss. They look 
for heavy load and burden ; but, perhaps, God 
gives them a sight of their lost condition, and 
addeth not that heavy weight and burden. They 
look for fearful temptations of Satan; but God 
sees that yet they are not fit for them, nor is the 
time come that ho should be honoured by them in 
such a condition. They look for great and glori- 
ous revelations of Christ, graces aad inftrc^v 

G 
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fining to JesiiB Christ. Besides, I will tell thee, 
at the greatness of sense of sin, the hideous 
aring of the devil, yea, and ahundance of revela- 
)ns, will not prove that God is bringing thy bouI 
Jesus Christ; as Balaam, Cain, Judas, and 
hers, can ^vitness. 

Further, consider that what thou hast not of 
lese things here, thou mayest have another time, 
id that to thy distraction. Wherefore, instead of 
}ing discontent, because thou art not in the fire, 
)cause thou hearest not the sound of the trumpet 
id alarm of war, * Pray that thou enter not into 
mptation;' yea, come boldly to the throne of 
race, and obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
lat time of need. Ft. Uuviu. i& Hat. xxvi 41. He. w. ic. 

Poor creature ! thou criest, if I were tempted, I 
»uld come faster and with more confidence to 
hrist. Thou sayest thou knowest not what, 
^at says Job? * Withdraw thine hand far from 
e : and let not thy dread make me afraid. Then 
dl thou, and I will answer : or let me speak, and 
iswer thou me.' Job xiiL 21, 22. It is not the over- 
javy load of sin, but the discovery of mercy ; not 
le roaring of the devil, but the drawing of the 
ather, th^t makes a man come to J esus Christ ; I 
yself know all these things. 

True^ sometimes, yea, most an end,* they that 
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come to Jesus Christ come the way that thou de- 
sirest; the loading, tempted way; hut the Lord also 
leads some hy the waters of comfort. If I was to 
choose when to go a long journey, to wit, whether 
I would go it in the dead of winter or in the pleasant 
spring, though, if it was a very profitable journey, 
as that of coming to Christ is, I would choose to 
go it through fire and water before I would choose 
lose the benefit. But, I say, if I might choose the 
time, I would choose to go it in the pleasant spring, 
because the way would be more delightsome, the 
days longer and warmer, the nights shorter and 
not so cold. And it is observable, that that very 
argument that thou usest to weaken thy strength 
in the way, that very argument Christ Jesus useth 
to encourage his beJoved to come to him : * Rise 
iip,'saith he, *my love, my fair one, and come 
away.' Why? • For lo, the winter is past, the 
rain is over and gone ; the flowers appear on the 
eartli, the time of the singing of birds is come, and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in our land ; the 
fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines 
tintk the tender, grape give a good smell. Arise^ 
my love, my fair one, and come away.' Ca. u. lo-ii 
Trouble not thyself, coming sinner. If thoa 
Beest thy lost condition by original and actual sin ; 
if thou seest thy need of the spotless righteousnesa 
, of JeauB Christ ; if thou art willing to be foimd id 
him, and to take up tliy cmts ^<ilQ»VLQvr him ; then 
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pray for a fair wind and good weather, and come 
away. Stick no longer in a muse and doubt about 
things, but come away to Jesus Christ. Do it, I 
say, lest thou tempt God to lay the sorrows of a 
travailing woman upon thee. Thy folly in this 
thing may make him do it. Mind what follows : 
* The sorrows of a travailing woman shall come 
upon him.' Why ? ' He an unwise son ; for 
he should not stay long in the place of the breaking 
forth of children.' iio. xiu. 13. 

Seventh, Thy fears that Christ will not receive 
thee may arise from those decays that thou Jmdest 
in thy soul, even xoMie Vwu art coming to him. 
Some, even as they are coming to Jesus Christ, do 
find themselves grow worse and worse ; and this 
is indeed a sore trial to the poor coming sinner. 

[Fears thai we do not run fast enough,^ 

To explain myself. There is such an one a com- 
ing to Jesus Christ who, when at first he began to 
look out after him, was sensible, affectionate, and 
broken in spirit ; but now is grown dark, senseless, 
hard-hearted, and inclining to neglect spiritual 
duties, <S2;c* Besides, he now finds in himself in- 
clinations to unbelief, atheism, blasphemy, and the 
like; now he finds he cannot tremble at God's 
Word, his judgment, nor at the apprehension of 
hell fire ; neither can he, as he thinketh, be sorry 
for these things. Now, tbia \& a ^y^'^^^i^^'^nI^ss^. 
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€adetti a proneness in himsolf to be desperate. 
Now, he chides with God, flings and tumbles like 
a wOd bull in a net, and still the guilt of all re- 
turns upon himself, to the crushing of him to 
pieces. Yet he feeleth his heart so hard, that ho 
can find, as he thinks, no kind falling under any 
of his miscarriages. Now, he is a lump of con- 
fusion in his own eyes, whose spirit and actions 
are without order. 

Temptations serve the Christian as the shep- 
herd's dog serreth the silly sheep ; that is, coming 
behind the flock, he runs upon it, pulls it down, 
worries it, wounds it, and grievously bedabbleth it 
with dirt and wet, in the lowest places of the fur- 
rows of the field, and not leaving it until it is half 
dead, nor then neither, except God rebuke. 

Hei*e is now room for fears of being cast away. 
Now I see I am lost, says the sinner. This is 
not coming to Jesus Christ, says the sinner ; such 
a desperate, hard, and wretched heart as mine is, 
eannot be a gracious one, saith the sinner. And 
bid such an one be better, he says, I cannot; no; 
I cannot. 

[ Why temptations assail God's pecyple.} 

Quest, But what will you say to a soul in this 
condition ? 

Answ, I will say. That temptations have at- 
tended the best of God's "jeo^jV^, 1 
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art ; one is, by the light of the Word and Spirit 
God ; and the other is, by the temptations of 
B devil. But, by the first, wc see our naughti- 
BS one way ; and, by the second, another. By 
3 light of the Word and Spirit of God, thou hast 
»gbt of thy naughtiness ; and by the light of 
3 sun, thou hast a sight of the spots and defile- 
mis that f^re in thy house or raiment. Which 
ht gives thee- to see a necessity of cleansing, 
t maketh n^t the blemishes to spread more 
ominably. But when Satan comes, when ho 
Dpts, he puts life and rage into our sins, and 
•ns them, as it wore, into so many devils within 
. Now, like prisoners, they attempt to break 
rough the prison of our body ; they will attempt 
get out at our eyes, mouth, ears, any ways, to 
3 scandal of the gospel, and reproach of religion, 
the darkening of our evidences, and damning 
our souls. 

But I shall say, as I said before, this hath oft- 
les been the lot of God's people. And, * There 
th no temptation overtaken you but such as is 
nmon to man ; but God is faithful, who will not 
5er you to be tempted above that ye are able.' 
0. X. 13. See the Book of Job, the Book of 
alms, and that of the Lamentations. And 
nember further, that Christ himself was tempted 
blaspheme, to worship the devil, and to murder 
nself, Mat, if, ; Lu. W. ; teDCi'^V?V.\AQ\\^ ^^yt'^^ "^^^ 
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he, *with snow-water, and make my hands never 
00 clean, yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditcli, 
and mine own clothes shall abhor me.' Job ix. so. 
Job had been a little too much tampering with his 
own graces, and setting his excellencies a little 
too high ; as those texts make manifest : Job zxziii. 

8-18 ; Jaodv. 5-10 ; xxxv. 2, 8 ; myiii. 1, 2 ; xL 1--5 ; xW. 8-«. 

But by that the temptations were ended, you find 
him better taught. 

Yea, God doth ofttimes, eyen for this thing, as 
it were, take our graces from us, and so leave us 
almost quite to ourselves and to the tempter, that 
we may learn not to love the picture more than 
the person of his Son. See how he dealt with them 
in the 16th of Ezekiel, and the 2d of Hosea. 

3. Perhaps thou hast been given too much to 
judge thy brother, to condemn thy brother, be- 
cause a poor tempted man. ^nd God, to bring 
down the pride of thy heart, letteth the tempter 
loose upon thee, that thou also mayst feel thyself 
weak. For ' pride goeth before destruction, and 
an haughty spirit before a fall.* Pr. xvL is. 

4. It may be thou hast dealt a little too roughly 
with those that God hath this way wounded, not 
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
And therefore God hath suffered it to come unto 
thee. Ckk yi. 1. 

5. It may be thou wast given to slumber and 
$hepg and therefore thoB^ \Q»m^\AX\csii'!k 



to awnlce tliee. Toa "kmw 0i«t Felir' 

f'l n OLiine iiiio:i liim fiftcT lib deepin< 
iti^teiul of wukliing and prftymg, then. 1 
tind denied, surI denied hia Hagtet. Hat i 
It umy bo thou hast pre^mofid .to 
Btood too Biuch m thiua om tt»Bi^|di, tad 
jft A tim df temptatira come upim 
nlfio one oaum wh^r it opoa Pottfr- 
ivU men for^ul^o tliee, yet ivill not L - 
13 the ;vay to be tempted indeed, Jn. xuu s 

7. It mnybe God intends to make the 
speak a word in season to otliers that are 
Olid therejim iit suffereth thee to he 
CbriBt VAa tempted tbat he mgh!^ bo ah 
conr them that are tanpted^ Bil li. la. 

8. It may he Siitan hfitli dared God 
Iiini to tempt thee; prombiiif^ himself, i 
■. ''W but let him do it, thou ivilt ciirso J 

oTit.'Min^tt IriLve Hili^rtiiiif t J' 



COME AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST. 199 



Lcll, and its infernal crew, in the day of thy temp* 
tation. 1 Pe. L 6, 7. 

10. It may he God would have others learn hy 
thy sighs, groans, and complaints, under tempta- 
tion, to heware of those sins for the sake of which 
thou art at present deliyered to tho tormentors. 

But to conclude this, put the worst to the worst 
— and then things will bo had enough — suppose 
that thou art to this day without the grace of 
God, yet thou art but a miserable creature, a sin- 
ner, that hath need of a blessed Saviour; and the 
text presents thee with one as good and kind as 
heart can wish ; who also for thy encouragement 
saith, ' And him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.' 

[Application of ObservaUon Second."] 

To come, therefore, to a word of application. Is 
it so, that they that are coming to Jesus Christ are 
ofttimes heartily afraid that Jesus Christ will not 
receive them ? Then this teacheth us these things— 

1. That faith and doubting may at tho sanio 
time have their residence in the same soul. ' 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? ' 
Uat. xiv. 81. He saith not, thou of no faith! 
but, thou of little faith! because he had a 
little faith in the midst of his many doubts. The 
same is true even of many that are coming to 
Josus CJirist, They come, ^^xsiv^ 
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nnd doubt they come not, Wlion tlic 
n iLe pn>mifie, or a wonl t>f eneouragcm 
.h, tliiTi tiicy come; but when they lool 
isLsolvcF', or the diffit.mltieB that lio before 
m they daubt* ' Bid me tm^^ mM \ 

ie :^liip tn go to Jcaua, but his hap tvaB'^ 
iim npOTi tho water; thero was the triall 
witli thn poor (desiring soul. Bid mo 
BDya the smner j Gomei aaya Christ, and I 
no OMt out. So he comes, but I: 

llsc waves of doubts and fears will prc^cntlj 
and tliis coming' siuiier will begin to pink 
has bnt little lattb* But you ebnll find 1: 
Prtr r s lirtTe fmth, ft twefold act; to wit, < 
r [ \ i ] I L.': . Li ttle f ai th cannot com e all *^ 
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2. Is it SO, that they that are comhig to Jesus 
Christ are ofttimes heartily afraid that Jesus 
Chi-ist will not receive them ? Then this shows 
us a reason of that dejection, and those castings 
down, that very often we perceive to be in them 
that are coming to Jesus Christ. Why, it is be- 
cause they are afraid that Jesus Clirist will not 
receive them. The poor world they mock us, 
because we are a dejected people ; I mean, because 
we are sometimes so : but they do not know tlic 
cause of our dejection. Could we be persuaded^ 
even then, when we are dejected, that Jesus Christ 
would indeed receive us, it would make us iiy over 
their heads, and would put more gladness into our 
hearts than in the time in which their corn, wine, 
and oil increases. Fa. iv. 6, 7. But, 

3. It is so. That they that are coming to Jesus 
Christ are ofttimes heartily afraid that he will not 
receive them. Then this shows that they that are 
coming to Jesus Christ are an awakened, sensible, 
considering people. For fear cometh from sense, 
and consideration of things. They are sensible 
of sin, sensible of the curse due thereto ; they are 
also sensible of the glorious majesty of God, and of 
what a blessed, blessed thing it is to be received of 
Jesus Christ. The glory of heaven, and the evil of 
sin, these things they consider, and are sensible of. 
'When I remember, I am afraid.* * When I con- 
sider, I am afraid/ Job zxi. ^\ uiiiL i«« 
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burning hot within their hearts. You may know^, 
how strangely Satan is suggesting his deyilish 
doubts unto them, if possible he may sink and 
drown them with the multitude and weight of them. 
Old Christians, mend up the path for them, take 
the stumblingblocks out of the way; lest that 
which is feeble and weak bo turned aside, but let 
it rather be healed. He. zu. 

[cnmsT WOULD have comers not once think 

THAT HE WILL CAST THEM OUT.] 

Observation Third. — I come now to the next 
observation, and shall speak a little to that ; to wit, 
TTiat Jesus Christ would not have them, that in trutii 
are comng to him, once think that he wiU cast them 
mt. 

The text is full of this : for he saith, * And him 
that cometh to mo I will in no wise cast out.' 
Now, if he saith, I will not, he would not have us 
think he will. This is yet further manifest by 
these considerations. 

First, Christ Jesus did forbid even them that as 
yet were not coming to him, once to think him 
such an one. 'Do not think,' said he, Hhat I 
will accuse you to the Father. ' Jn. v. 46. 

These, as I said, were such, that as yet were 
not coming to him. For he saith of them a little 
heforo, * And ye will not cwftft \ft ^ 
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for her encouragement to come to him ; * Neither 
do I condemn thee; go, and sin no more.' Jn. viii. i-ii. 

Kot but that he indeed abhorred the fact, but 
he would not condemn the woman for the sin, be- 
cause that was not his office. He was not sent 
* mto the world to condemn the world ; but that 
the world through him might be saved.' JilUL 17. 
Now if Christ, though urged to it, would not con- 
demn the guilty woman, though she was far at 
present from coming to him, he would not that 
thej should once think that he will cast them out, 
that in truth are coming to him. ' And him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.' 

Third, Christ plainly bids the turning sinner 
come; and forbids him to entertain any such 
thought as that he will cast him out. ' Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous mon 
his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, 
and ho Tvill hove mercy upon him ; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon.' ii. iv. 7. The Lord, 
by bidding the unrighteous forsake his thoughts, 
doth in special forbid, as I have said, viz., those 
thoughts that hinder the coming man in his pro- 
gress to Jesus Christ, his unbelieving thoughts. 

Therefore he bids him not only forsake his ways, 
but his thoughts. < Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts.' It 
is not enough to forsake one if thou Wilt come to 
JeauB Christ; becauae tYi^ ^^r^ "^s^ 
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from him. Suppose a man forsakes his wicked 
ways, his debauched and filthy life ; yet if these 
thoughts, that Jesus Christ will not receive him, 
be entertained and nourished in his heart ; these 
thoughts will keep him from coming to Jesus 
Christ. 

Sinner, coming sinner, art thou for coming to 
Jesus Christ? Yes, says the sinner. Forsake 
thy wicked ways then. So I do, says the sinner. 
Why comest thou then so slowly ? Because I am 
hindered. What hinders? Has God forbidden 
thee ? No. Art thou not willing to come faster ? 
Yes, yet I cannot. Well, prithee be plain with 
me, and tell me the reason and ground of thy dis- 
couragement. Why, says the sinner, though God 
forbids me not, and though I am willing to come 
faster, yet there naturally ariseth this, and that, 
and the other thought in my heart, that hinders 
my speed to Jesus Christ. Sometimes I think I 
am not chosen; sometimes I think I am not called; 
sometimes I think I am come too late ; and some- 
times I think I know not what it is to come. Also 
one while I think I have no grace ; and then again, 
that I cannot pray; and then again, I think that 
I am a very hypocrite. And these things keep 
me from coming to Jesus Christ. 

Look ye now, did not I tell you so ? There are 
thoughtB yet remaining in the heart, even of those 
who have forsaken ihoir mcV^^ ^^'i.-^^*^ wA'^Uh 
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those thoughts thej are more plagued than with 
anything else ; hecause they hinder their coming 
to Jesus Christ ; for the sin of unheUef, which is 
the original of all these thoughts, is that which 
hcsots a coming sinner more easily, than doth his 
ways. He. xiL 1-4. But now, since Jesus Christ 
commands thee to forsake these thoughts, forsake 
them, coming sinner; and if thou forsake them 
not, thou transgressest the commands of Christ, 
and abidest thine own tormentor, and keepest thy- 
self from establishment in grace. ' If ye will not 
believe, surely ye shall not be established.' is. viL9. 
Thus you see how Jesus Christ setteth himself 
against such thoughts, that any way discourage 
the coming sinner ; and thereby truly vindicates 
the doctrine we have in hand ; to wit, that Jesus 
Christ would not have them, that in truth are 
coming to him, once think that he will cast them 
out. * And him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out;' 

[Eeasons of Ohaervation Third.l 

I come now to the reasons of the observation. 

1. If Jesus Christ should allow thee once to 
think that he will cast thee out, he must allow 
thee to think that he will falsify his word ; for ho 
hath said, * 1 will in no wise cast out.' But Christ 
would not that thou shouldst count him as one that 
will falsify his word for \\\Tasis3d^*\^j3s^ 



he will cast them ouu 

2. If JesuB Christ should allow the siiii«« 
in truth is comiug to him, once to think t 
will cast him out, then he must allow, 
countenance the first appearance of unhelic 
which he couhtoth his greatest enemy, and i 
which he has bent even his holy gospel, 
fore Jesus Christ would not that they that ii 
are coming to him, should once think t 
will cast them out. See Mat. xiy. si ; xxL 21. y 

La. xzir. 25. 

3. If Jesus Christ should allow the 
sinner once to think that he will cast h 
then he must allow him to make a < 
AVhether he is willing to receive his 
gift ; for the coming sinner is his Fath( 
as also says the text ; but he testificth, 
the Father giveth me shall come to me 

^ me I will in no wise 
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(Iraweth. But it would be high blasphemy, and 
damnable wickedness once to imagine thus. There- 
fore, Jesus Christ would not have him that cometb 
once tliink that he will cast him out. 

5. If Jesus Christ should allow those that indeed 
are coming to him, once to think that he will cast 
them out, he must allow them to think that he will 
be unfaithful to the trust and charge that his 
Father hath committed to him ; which is to save, 
and not to lose anything of that which he hath 
given unto him to save. Jn. vi. 89. But the Father 
hath given him a charge to save the coming sinner; 
therefore it cannot be, that he should allow, that 
such an one should once think that he will cast 
him out, 

6. If Jesus Christ should allow that they should 
once think that are coming to him, that he will 
cast them out, then he must allow them to think 
that he will be unfaithful to his oflfico of priesthood; 
for, as by the first part of it, he paid price for, and 
ransomed souls, so by the second part thereof, he 
continually maketh intercession to God for them 
that come. He. vii. 25. But he cannot allow us to 
question his faitliful execution of his priesthood. 
Therefore he cannot allow us once to think that 
the coming sinner shall be cast out. 

7. If Jesus Christ should allow us once to think 
that the coming sinner shall be cast out, then he 
must allow us to (jueatiou Yai^ w ^w^^^ 
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merit to save. But he cannot allow us once to 
question any of these ; therefore not once to think, 
that the coming sinner shall he cast out. (1.) lie 
cannot' allow them to question his will ; for lie 
saith in the text, *I will iti no wise cast out.' 
(2.) He cannot allow us to question his power; for 
the Holy Ghost saith he is able to save to the 
uttermost them that come. (3.) He cannot allow 
them to question the efficacy of his merit ; for tlie 
blood of Christ cleanseth the comer from all sin, 
iJn. L 7, therefore he cannot allow that ho that is 
coming to him should once think that he will cast 
them out. 

8. If Jesus Christ should alloW the coming sin- 
ner once to think that he will cast him out, ho 
must allow him to give the lie to the manifest tes- 
timony of the Father, Son, and Spirit; yea, to the 
whole gospel contained in Moses, the prophets, the 
hook of Psalms, and that commonly called the New 
Testament. But he cannot allow of this ; there- 
fore, not that the coming sinner should once think 
that he will cast him out. 

9. Lastly, If Jesus Christ should allow him that 
is coming to him, once to think that lie will cast 
him out, he must allow him to question his Father's 
oath, which he in truth and righteousness hath 
taken, that they might have a strong consolation, 
who have fled for refuge to Jesus Christ. But he 

cannot allow this ; itoveiot^ ^WL\wi\. ^VVqvv that 
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tlio coming Binner should once think that he will 
cast him out. He. \i 

[use and apflication.] 

I como now to make some general use and 
ArPLiCATiON OF THE WHOLE, and BO to draw towards 
a conclusion. 

Use First. — The first use — A use op informa- 
tion; and. 

First, It infonneth us that men by nature are far 
off from Christ, Let me a little improve this use, 
by speaking to these three questions. 1. Where 
is he that is coming [but has not come], to Jesus 
Christ ? 2. What is he that is not coming to Jesus 
Christ ? 3. Whither is he to go that cometh not 
to Jesus Christ ? 
: 1. Where is he? 

Answ. (1.) He is far from God, he is without 
him, even alienate from him both in his understand- 
ing, will, aifections, judgment, and conscience. 
Ep. ii. 13; iv. 18. (2.) He is far from Jesus Christ, who 
is the only deliverer of men from hell fire. Ps.ixxiii.87. 
(3.) He is far from the work of the Holy Ghost, 
the work of regeneration, and a second creation, 
without which no man shall see the kingdom of 
heaven. Jn. iii 8. (4.) He is far more righteous,* 



* How awful is the confidence of tlie eelf-ngliteoQB Phari- 
see ; he considers himself more ri^^htoum thm tKe ^^qqc 
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Ltt.xix.i4. iU).Tiii.7. (2.) He IB a child of the deyil, 
aud of hell ; for the devil begat him, as to his sinful 
nature, and hell must swallow him at last, because 
he oometh not to Jesus Christ. Jn.viii.44. UiLiiis. 
Mat. xxiu. 15. Fa. ix. 17. (3.) He is a child of wrath, an 
heir of it ; it is his portion, and God will repay it 
him to his face. £p. ii. 1—3. Job xxi. S9-dl. (4.) He is 
a self-murderer; he wrongeth his own soul, and 
is one that lovoth death. Fr. i. isj viii. S6. (5.) He is 
a companion for devils and damned men. Fr. xxi lo. 

Uiit. xxT. 41. 

3. Whither is he like to go that cometh not to 
Jesus Christ ? 

[Answ.] (1.) He that oometh not to him, is like 
to go further from him ; so every sin is a step 
further from Jesus Chi-ist. Ho.xi. (2.) As ho is in 
darkness, so he is like to go on in it ; for Christ 
is the light of the world, and he that comes not to 
him, walketh in darkness. Jn. vUL is. (3.) He is like 
to be removed at last as far from God, and Christ, 
and heaven, and all fehcity, as an infinite God can 
remove him. Mat. xii 41. But, 

Second, This doctrine of coming to Christ inform- 
eth us wliere poor destiMe ai/nnera may find life 
for their souls, aud that is in Chri3t. This life is 
in his Son ; he that hath the Son, hath life. And 
again, < Whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall 
obtain favour of the Lord.' Fr.TiiLse. Now, for 
further enlargement, I vrill oi&o h^t^ i^i:q^qxui(1 
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hree more quesiiimfi; 
}. Who may havtfit? 

1. What life if^ in 
[Answ.] (l.)Tlun'e i 
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three more questions: 1. What life is in Christ? 
2. Who may have it? 3. Upon what terms? 

1. What life is in Jesus Christ? 

[Answ.] (1.) There is justifying life in Chi-ist. 
Man hy sin is dead in law; and Christ only 
can deliver him hy his righteousness and hlood 
from this death into a state of life. * For God 
sent his Son into the world, that we might live 
through him.' i Jn. iv. 9. That is, through the righ- 
teousness which he shoidd accomplish, and the 
death that he should die. (2.) There is eternal 
life in Christ ; life that is endless ; life for ever 
and ever. < He hath given us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son.' i Jn. v. ii. Now, justification 
and eternal salvation heing hoth in Christ, and 
nowhere else to he had for men, who would not 
come to Jesus Christ? 

2. Who may have this life? 

I answer. Poor, helpless, miserahle sinners. 
Particularly, (1.) Such as are willing to have it. 
* Whosoever will, let him take the water of life.* 
Re. xxii 17. (2). He thaf thirsteth for it. * I will 
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the 
water of life. ' Re. zxi 6. (3.) He that is weary of his 
sins. < This is the rest wherewUh ye may cause 
the weary to rest; and this ia the refreshing.* is. 
xxTiii. 12. (4.) He that is poor and needy. * Ho 
aball spare the poor and needy, and shall save the 
^uIb of the needy.* P».lim\ft. \^5.Y^^ \ke.t follow- 
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eth after him, orietli for life. ' He that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, hut shall have the 

light of life.' Jn, viii. 13. 

3. Upon what terms may he have this life ? 

Answ. Freely. Sinner, dost thou hear. Thou 
mayest have it freely. Let him take the water of 
life freely. 1 will give him of the fountain of the 
water of life freely. * And when they had nothing 
to pay, he frankly forgave them hoth.* Lu.vii.43. 
Freely, without money, or without price. *Ho! 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money, come ye, huy and eat ; yoa, 
come, huy wine and milk without money and with- 
out price.' i8.lv. L Sinner, art thou thirsty? art 
thou weary? art thou willing? Come, then, and 
regard not your stuff ; for all the good that is in 
Christ is offered to the coming sinner, without 
money and without price. He has life to give 
away to such as want it, and that hath not a penny 
to purchase it; and he will give it freely. Oh 
what a hlessed condition is the coming sinner in ! 
But, 

TJiirdf Tliis doctrine of coming to Jesus Christ 
for life, iuformeth us, that it ia to be had nowhere 
dse. Might it he had anywhere else, the text, and 
him that spoke it, would he hut little set hy ; for 
what greater matter is there in < 1 will in no >viso 
cast out,' if another stood hy that could receive 
them ? But here appeara ihj^ i^Ioy^ q1 CjbLx\s^.<k\k^ 



COMB kND WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST. 217 



liimself doth now proclaim, That he is faithful and 
just to forgive us, if by faith we shall yenture to 
Jesus, and trust to what he has done for life. no. 
UL 24r-2e. Jn. i. 4. (2.) Life must he by Jesus Christ, 
thai God might be adored and magnified, for find- 
ing out this way. This is the Lord's doings, that 
in all things he might be glorified through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (3.) It must be by Jesus Christ, 
that life might be at God*s dispose, who hath great 
pity for the poor, the lowly, the meek, the broken 
in heart, and for them that others care not for. Pi. 

xxxir. 6 ; cxzzriii. 6 ; zzy. ; li. 17. cxlyii. 3. (4.) Life mUSt be 

in Christ, to cut off boasting from the lips of men. 
This also is the apostle's reason in Ro. w. 19, sr. 
Ep. ii. &>io. 

2. Life must be in Jesud Christ with respect to us. 

(1.) That we might have it upon the easiest 
terms, to wit, freely : as a gift, not as wages. Was 
it in Moses' hand, we should come hardly at it. 
Was it in the pope's hand, we should pay soundly 
for it.* But thanks be to God, it is in Christ, 
laid up in him, and by him to be communicated to 
sinners upon easy terms, even for receiving, ac- 
cepting, and embracing with thanksgiving ; as the 
Scriptures plainly declare. Jn. i. u, 12. 2 Co. zL 4. lie. 

* The Peter's pence formerly sent from this country to Rome, 
to keep np the dignity of the Pope, was a heavy tar. Thip, 
and the endowments of the monasteries, would, if continne(\ 
have ezbaasted the revenue* of By*\U\ti.— 1E»\>, 
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xi 13. CoL m. i8r-K. (2.) Life is in Cbrist for us, that 
it might not bia upon so brittle a foundation, as in- 
deed it would had it been anywhere else. The 
law itself is weak because of us, as to this. But 
Christ is a tried stone, a sure foundation, one that 
will not fail to bear thy burden, aud to receive thy 
SQid, coming sinner. (3.) Life is in Christ, that it 
i^ight be sure to all the seed. Alas ! the best of 
us, was life left in our hand, to be sure we should 
forfeit it, over, and over, and over ; or, was it in 
any other hand, we should, by our often backslid- 
ings, so offend him, that at last he would shut up 
his bowels in everlasting displeasure against us. 
But now it is in Christ, it is with one that can pity, 
pray for, pardon, yea, multiply pardons ; it is with 
one that can have compassion upon us, when we are 
out of the way ; with one that hath an heart to 
fetch us again, when we are gone astray ; with one 
that can pardon without upbraiding. Blessed be 
God, that life is in Christ ! For now it- is sure 
to all the seed. But, 

Fourth^ This doctrme of coming to Jesus Christ 
for life informs us of the evil of unbeUef ; that 
wicked thing that is the only or chief hinderance 
to the coming sinner. Doth the text say, 'Come?* 
Doth it say, ' and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out V Then what an evil is that that 
kcepeth sinners from coming to Jesus Christ ! Aud 
that evil ia unbelief : for iwiXVv come ; by 
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unbelief we keep away. Therefore it is said to 
be that by which a soul is said to depart from 
God ; because it was that which at first caused 
the world to go off from him, and that also that 
keeps them from him to this day. And it doth it 
the more easily, because it doth it with a wile. 

[0/ the Sin of UnMie/.]— This sin may bo 
called the white devil, for it oftentimes, in its mis* 
chicYOus doings in the soul, shows as if it was 
an angel of light: yea, it acteth like a counsellor 
of heaven. Therefore a little to discourse of this 
evil disease. 

. 1. It is that sin, above all others, fhat hath some 
show of reason in its attempts. For it keeps the 
soul from Christ by pretending its present unfit- 
ness and unpreparedness ; as want of more sense 
of sin, want of more repentance, want of more 
humility, want of a more broken heart. 

2. It is the sin that most suiteth with the con- 
science : the conscience of the coming sinner tells 
him that he hath nothing good ; that he stands 
inditeable for ten thousand talents ; that he is a 
very ignorant, blind, and hard-hearted sinner, im- 
worthy to be once taken notice of by Jesus Christ. 
Aud will you, says Unbelief, in such a case as you 
now are, presume to come to Jesus Christ ? 

3. It is the sin that most suiteth ^vith our sense 
of feeling. The coming sinuer feels the workings 
of Bin, of all maimer of ttiA '^^VSiSL^ft:&iKs»k\s^ 
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his flesh ; he also feels the wrath and judgment 
of God due to sin, aud ofttimes staggers under it. 
Now, says Unbelief, you may see you have no 
grace ; for that which works in you is corruption. 
Tou may also perceive that God doth not love 
you, because the sense of his wrath abides upon 
you. Therefore, how can you bear the face to 
come to Jesus Christ ? 

4. It is that sin, above all others, that most 
suiteth with the wisdom of our flesh. The wisdom 
of our flesh thinks it prudent to question awhile, 
to stand back awhile, to hearken to both sides 
awhile ; and not to be tash, sudden, or unadvised, 
in too bold a presuming upon Jesus Christ. Aud 
this wisdom unbelief falls in with. 

5. It is that sin, above all other, that continu* 
ally is whispering the soul in the ear with mis- 
trusts of the faithfulness of God, in keeping pro- 
mise to them that come to Jesus Christ for life. 
It also suggests mistrust about Christ's willingness 
to receive it, and save it. And no sin can do this 
so artificially as unbelief. 

6. It is also that sin which is always at hand 
to enter an objection against this or that promise 
that by the Spirit of God is brought to our heart 
to comfort us ; and if the poor coming sinner is 
not aware of it, it will, by some evasion, slight, 
tnok, or cavil, quickly wrest from him the promise 

again, and he diaili \iQnefit of it. 
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7. It IB that, abore all other sins, that weakens 
our prayers, our faith, our love, our diligence, our 
hope, and expectations : it even taketh the heart 
away from God in duty. 

8. Lastly) This sin, as I hare said even now, it 
appeareth in the soul with so many sweet pretences 
to safety and security, that it is, as it were, counsel 
sent from heaven ; bidding the soul be wise, wary, 
considerate, well-advised, and to take heed of too 
rash a venture upon believing. Be sure, first, that 
God loves you; take hold of no promise until you 
are forced by God unto it ; neither be you sure of 
your salvation ; doubt it still, though the testi- 
mony of the Lord has been often confirmed in you. 
Live not by faith, but by sense ; and when you 
can neither see nor feel, then fear and mistrust, 
then doubt and question all. This is the devilish 
counsel of unbelief, which is so covered over with 
specious pretences, that the wisest Christian can 
hardly shake off these reasonings. 

[Qualiim ofimbdiqfaa opposed tofmih.] — But 
to be brief. Let me here give thee, Christian 
reader, a more particular description of the quali- 
ties of unbelief, by opposing faith unto it^ in these 
twenty-five particulars : — 

1. Faith believeth the Wdrd of God; but 
unbelief questioneih the certainty of the same^ 

F8. cvi. 24. 

2. Paith belieTeth thQWoxd^V^^v^^^&t^^X 



C03IE AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST. 223 

far from him ; but unbelief puts us far from God 
when we are near to liim. He. x. 22; iu. 12, 13. 

11. Where faith reigns, it declareth men to bo 
the friends of God ; hut where unbelief reigns, it 
declareth them to be his enemies. Ja.UL28. He. m. ja. 

Re. xxi. 8. 

12. Faith putteth a man under grace; but un- 
belief holdeth him under wrath. Ro. iU. 24-26; adr. 6; 

Bp. ii. 8. Jn. iH. 86. 1 Jn. v. 10. He. Ui. 17. Mar. x\\. 1«, 

13. Faith purifieth the heart; but unbelief 
kcepeth it polluted and impure. Ac xv. 9. m i. 15, 16. 

14. By faith, the righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to us ; but by unbelief, we are shut up 
under the law to perish. Ra ir. 23, 24 ; zL 82. Ox 

ill 23. 

15. Faith makoth our work acceptable to God 
through Christ ; but whatsoever is of unbelief is 
sin. For without faith it is impossible to pleaso 

him. He. xi. 4. Ro. xiv. 23. He. xi. 6. 

16. Faith giveth us peace and comfort in our 
souls ; but imbelief worketh trouble and toss- 
ings, like the restless waves of the sea. Ba^w^u 

Ja. L 6. 

17. Faith maketh us to see preciousness in 
Christ; but unbelief sees no form, beauty, or 
comeliness in him. 1 Pe. it. 7. is. m. 2, s. 

18. By faith we have our life in Christ's ful- 
ness ; but by unbelief we staxve and pine away. 



^'mih. i ^ H i ii i itm vie: tor j over tbo law 
t1)e deTil, and all etils ; but unbeliof li 
0XI0U9 to them aU. iXit Ia^ mi 
. Faitk will fibw na miVi emBm 
■s not aeini^ thaa i» UnM Ikai'Mi 
»ee^ more in things that are ad3n#^lt| 
gs tbat will ba hereaflari sco.ir.is.ttk xt: 

' ] H Faitb makes the waya of God plt^au 
r J i I I4e ; bat unbatief 4m1m tbw hfifti^j 

22. By fnm mnMfi^SM^ «Ml JwiA: 

saed tbe land of |»niiniaa ; %trt h&mx^ of i 
[efj neither Aaron, nor Mosea, nor Mnriam \ 
et tbither. ri«. n, fi; iii 19. 
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inise left us of entering into his rest, any of us by 
unbelief should indeed come short of it. 

Use Second. The second use— a use of exam- 

IKATIOlf. 

We come now to a use of examination. Sinner, 
thou hast heard of the necessity of coming to 
Christ ; also of the willingness of Christ to receive 
the coming soul ; together with the benefit that 
they by him shall hare that indeed come to hira. 
Put thyself now upon this serious inquiry, Am I 
indeed come to Jesus Christ ? 

Motiyes plenty I might here urgd, to prerail 
with thee to a conscientious performance of this 
duty. As, 1. Thou art in sin, in the flesh, in 
death, in the snare of the de?il, and under the 
curse of the law, if you are not coming to Jesus 
Christ. 2. There is no way to be delivered from 
these, but by coming to Jesus Christ. 3. If thou 
comest, Jesus Christ will receive thee, and yrill in 
no Wise cast thee out. 4. Thou wilt not repent it 
in the day of judgment, if now thou comest to 
Jesus Christ. 5. But thou wilt surely mourn at 
last, if now thou shalt refuse to come. 6. And 
lastly, Now thou hast been invited to come ; now 
will thy judgment be greater, and thy damnation 
more feaiful, if thou shalt yet refuse, than if thou 
hadst never heard of coming to Christ. 

Objeoi. But we hope wo are come to Jesus 
Christ. 
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Atmo. It is well if it pi*oyes so. But lest thou 
shouldst speak without grouud, and so fall una- 
wares into hell-fire, let 'US examine a little. 

First, Art thou indeed come to Jesus Christ ? 
What hast thou left behind thee ? What didst thou 
come atoay from, in thy coning to Jesus Christ? 

When Lot came out of Sodom, he left the So- 
domites hehiud him. 6e. xiz. When Abraham came 
out of Chaldea, he left his country and kindred 
behind him. Oe. zil Ac. vil When Ruth came to put 
her trust under the wings of the Lord God of 
Israel, she left her father and mother, her gods, 
and the land of her nativity, behind her. Ba.i.i5-i7; 
ii. 11, 12. When Peter came to Christ, he left his 
nets behind him. Mat w. 20. When Zaccheus came 
to Christ, he left the receipt of custom behind 
him. La. xix. When Paul came to Christ, he left 
his own righteousness behind him. PhL iu. 7, & 
When those that used curious arts came to Jesus 
Christ, they took their curious books and burned 
them ; though, iu another man's eye, they were 
counted worth fifty thousand pieces of silver. Ac 

ziz. 18-20. 

What sayest thou, man? Hast thou left thy 
darling sins, thy Sodomitish pleasures, thy ac- 
quaintance and vain companions, thy unlawful 
gain, thy idol-gods, thy righteousness, and thy 
unlawful curious arts, behind thee? If any of 
these be with tVieo, auOi \\iQ\]L mUv them, in thy 
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heart and life, tbou art not yet come to Jesus 
Christ. 

Second^ Art thou come to Jesus Christ ? Prithee 
teU me what moved thee to come to Jesus Christ? 

Men do not usually come or go to this or that 
place, before they have a moving cause, or rather 
a cause moving them thereto. No more do they 
come to Jesus Christ — I do not say, before they 
have a cause, but — before that cause moveth them 
to come. What saycst thou ? Hast thou a cause 
moving thee to come? To be at present in a state 
of condemnation, is cause sufficient for men to 
come to Jesus Christ for life. But that will not 
do, except the cause move them ; the which it will 
never do, until their eyes be opened to see them- 
selves in that condition. For it is not a man's 
being under wrath, but his seeing it, that moveth 
him to come to Jesus Christ. Alas! all men by 
sin are under wrath ; yet but few of that all come 
to Jesus Christ. And the reason is, because they 
do not see their condition. * Who hath warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come?' Mat. m. 7. 
Until men are warned, and also receive the warn- 
ing, they will not come to Jesus Christ. 

Take three or four instances for this. Adam and 
Eve came not to Jesus Christ until they received tho 
alarm, tho conviction of their undone state by sin. 
Ge. iu. The children of Israel cried not out for a 
mediator before they saw themselves in danger of 



The prodigal came not, 
door, ready to devour him. La. zr. ir, la. 
thooBand came not, until they knew not ^ 
do to he saved. Ac. u. sr-sa. Paul came n< 
he saw hunself lost and undone. Ac b 
Lastly, Before the jailer came, he saw 1 
undone. a& ztL 3»-«i. And I tell thee, i 
easier thing to persuade a well man to gt 
physician for cure, or a man without hurt 
for a plaster to cure him, than it is to per 
man that sees not his soul-disease, to come 
Christ. The whole have no need of the pi 
then why should they go to him f The fr 
can hold no more ; then why should it 
fountain? And if thou comest full, th 
not aright; and be sure Christ will 
empty away. 'But he healeth the 
' and bindeth up their wounds.' 
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those mentioned in the Song were convinced that 
there was more heauty, comeliness, and desirahle- 
ness in Christ, than in ten thousand, they did not 
80 much as ask where he was, nor incline to turn 
aside after him. Ca. v., vi. 

There he many things on this side heaven that 
can and do carry away the heart ; and so will do, 
60 long as thou livest, if thou shalt be kept blind, 
and not be admitted to see the beauty of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Fourth, Art thou come to the Lord Jesus? 
What hast thou fou/nd in him, since thou earnest to 
him ? 

Peter found with him- the word of eternal life. 
Jn. vi. 68. They that Peter makes mention of, found 
him a living stone, even such a living stone as 
communicated life to them, i Pe. ii. 4, 5. He saith 
himself, they that come to him, &c., shall find 
rest unto their souls ; hast thou found rest in him 

for thy soul? Mat ri. 28, 

Let us go hack to the times of the Old Testament, 
1. Abraham found that in him, that made him 
leave his country for him, and become for his sake 
a pilgrim and stranger in the earth. 6e. xii. He. jL 

2. Moses found that in him, that made him 
forsake a crown, and a kingdom for him too. 

3. David found so much in him, that he counted 
to be in his house one day was better than a 
thousand ; yea, to be a dQOt*k^^^<^t t\Nftki:^vs^ 
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Loiter, in liis esteem, than to dwell in tlie tents of 
wickedness. Ps. Uxxiv. lo. 

4. What did Daniel and the three children find 
in him, to make them run the hazards of the £017 
furnace, and the den of lions, for his sake ? Da. m., tU 

Let m come down to martyrs, 

1. Stephen found that in him that made him 
joyful, and quietly yield up his life for his name. 

Ac viL 

2. Ignatius found that in Christ that made him 
choose to go through the torments of the devil, 
and hell itself, rather than not to have him. — Fox's 
Acta and Monumental vol. i. p. 52. Anno. 111. 
Edit. 1632. 

3. What saw Romanus in Christ, when he said 
to the raging Emperor, who threatened him with 
fearful torments. Thy sentence, Emperor, I joy- 
fully emhrace, and refuse not to ho sacrificed hy 
as cruel torments as thou canst invent? — Fox, 
vol. i. p. 116. 

4. What saw Menas, the Egyptian, in Christ, 
when he said, under most cruel torments. There 
is nothing in my mind that can he compared to the 
liingdom of heaven; neither is all the world, if it 
was weighed in a halancc, to be preferred with tlio 
price of one soul? Who is able to separate us 
from the love of Jesus Christ our Lord? And I 
hare JcAmed of my Lord and King not to fear them 

that km tlie body, &c. P . \VI . 
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5. What did Eulalia see in Chnst, when sho 
said, as they were pulling her one joint from an- 
other, Behold, Lord, I will not forget thee. 
What a pleasure it is for them, Christ! that 
rememher thy triumphant victory? P. 121. 

6. What think you did Agnes see in Christ, when 
rejoicingly she went to meet the soldier that was 
appointed to he her executioner. I will willingly^ 
said she, receive into my paps the length of this 
sword, and into my hreast will draw the force 
thereof, even to the hilts; that thus I, heuig 
married to Christ my spouse, may surmount and 
escape all the darkness of this world? P. 122. 

7. What do you think did Julitta see in Christ, 
when, at the Emperor's telling of her, that except 
she would worship the gods, she should never have 
protection, laws, judgments, nor life, she replied, 
Farewell life, welcome death; farewell riches, 
welcome poverty : all that I have, if it were a 
thousand times more, would I rather lose, than to 
speak one wicked and blasphemous word against 
my Creator ? P. 123. 

8. What did Marcus Arethusius see in Chnst, 
when after his enemies had cut his flesh, anointed 
it with honey, and hanged him up in a basket for 
flies and bees to feed on, he would not give, to 
uphold idolatry, one halipenny to save his life if 
P. 128. 

9. What did Constantine MeiiiOUiUt^vl^fia.^ 



/ 10. But what need I gi?o i,..^ 
Itances of words and smaller actions, when by w.. 
Aives, their blood, their enduring hunger, swor 
[fire, pulling asunder, and all torments that tl 
devil and hell could devise, for the love they ba 
to Christ, after they were come to him? 
What hast thou faimd m hUrn^ dnnerf 
What! come to Christ, and find nothing in hin 
— ^when all things that are worth looking aft 
are in him!— or if anything, yet not enough 
wean thee from thy sinful delights, and fles) 
lusts ! Away, away, thou art not coming to Je 
Christ. 

He that has come to Jesus Christ, hath fc 
in him, that, as I said, that is not to be f 
anywhere else. As, 

1. He that is come to Christ hath found G 
— '•onciling the world unto himself, n* 
to them. And so ( 
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tottcli thee with his Word^ or thou him hy faith, 
life is forthwith conveyed into thy soul. It makes 
thee wake as one that is waked out of his sleep ; 
it awakes all the powers of the soul. Ps. xzz. ii, 12. 

4. Art thou come to Jesus Christ ? Thou hast 
found glory in him, glory that surmounts and goes 
beyond. ' Thou art more glorious - than the 
mountains of prey. ' Ft. izmi. 4. 

5. What shall I say ? Thou hast found righ- 
teousness in him; thou hast found rest, peace, 
delight, heaven, glory, and eternal life. 

Sinner, he advised ; ask thy heart again, say- 
ing, Am I come to Jesus Christ ? For upon this 
one question. Am I come, or, am I not ? hangs 
heaven and hell as to thee. If thou canst say, I 
am come, and God shall approve that saying, 
happy, happy, happy man art thou ! But if thou 
art not come, what can make thee happy ? yea, 
what can make that man happy that, for his not 
coming to Jesus Christ for hfe, must be damned 
in hell ? 

Use Tm^. — The third use— A use of inoour- 

AOEMENT. 

Coming sinner, J have now a word for thee ; 
be of good comfort, * He will in no wise cast out.' 
Of all men, thou art the blessed of the Lord; the 
Father hath prepared his Son to be a sacrifice for 
thee, and Jesus Christ, ih^ lAid^ U 



/[Mrst,] Tkov, corned tou,.^ 
not want anything for soul or body, loi 
or that to come, but it is to be had in or by J 
Christ. As it is said of the laud that the Dai 
went to possess, so, and with much more truti 
may be said of Chi'ist ; he is such an one 
whom there is no want of any good thing thi 
in heaven or earth. A full Christ is thy Cliri 
1. He is full of grace. Grace is someti 
taken for love; never any loved like Jesus Ch 
Jonathan's love went beyond the love of wof 
but the love of Christ passes knowledge, 
beyond the love of all the earth, of all crea 
even of men and angels. His love prevaile 
him to lay aside his glory, to leave the hi 
place, to clothe himself with flesh, to bo bf 
stable, to be laid in a manger, to live a poc 
'^'^ world, to take upon him our sickness 
death, and the wrath 



COME AND WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST. 235 

Christ died for us. Much more, then, being now 
justified bj his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. For if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God bj the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life.' Ro. T. 6-10. 

2. He is full of truth. Full of grace and truth. 
Truth, that is, faithfulness in keeping promise, even 
this of the text, with all other, ' I will in no wise 
cast out.' Jn. x\v. 6. Hence it is said, that his words 
be true, and that he is the faithful God that keepeth 
covenant. And hence it is also that his promises 
are called truth : ' Thou wilt fulfil tliy truth unto 
Jacob, and thy mercy unto Abraham, which thou 
hast swoni unto our fathers from the days of old.' 
Therefore it is said again, that both himself and 
words are truth: *I am the truth, the Scripture of 
truth.' Da. X. 21. 'Thy word is truth,' Jn. xvii. n. 2 s«. 
vii. 28 ; *thy law is truth,' Pb. cxix. 142 ; and 'my mouth,' 
saith he, 'shall speak truth,' Pr. viiL7; see also Ee. 

xii. 10. Is. xxr. 1. MaL iL G. Ac xxxi. 25. 2 Tl iL 12, 18. NoW, 

I say, his word is truth, and he is full of truth to 
fulfil his truth, even to a thousand generations. 
Cjoming sinner, he will not deceive thee; come 
boldly to Jesus Christ. 

3. He is full of wisdom. He is made unto us 
of God wisdom ; wisdom to manage tUe afiairs of 
his church in general, and the affairs of every com- 
ing sinner in particular, Aud u\)qu this account 



COME AND WELCOME TO JESUS CURIST. 237 

they «hall feel and find it bo that corae to him for 
life. He can hear with thy weaknesses, he can pity 
thy ignorance, he can he touched with the feeling 
of thy infirmities, he can affectionately forgive thy 
transgressions, he can heal thy hacLslidings, and 
loTO thee freely. His compassions fail not ; * and 
he will not hreak a hruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking flax ; he can pity them that no eye pities, 
and he afflicted in all thy afflictions.' M«i. ixvi 41. h«. 

V. 2 ; iL 18. Mftt. ix. 2. Ho. ziy. 4. Em. xtL 0, 6. It. IxiiL 9. Fi. 
IxxviU. 88 ; Izxxvi. 15 ; ezi. 4 ; exii. 4. La. iU. 22. Is. zliL 8. 

7. Coming soul, the Jesus that thou art coming 
to, is full of might and terribleness for thy advan- 
tage ; he can suppress all thine enemies ; he is the 
Prince of the kings of the earth ; ho can bow all 
men's designs for thy help ; he can break all snares 
laid for thee in the way ; he can lift thee out of all 
difficulties wherewith thou may est be surrounded ; 
he is wise in heart, and mighty in power. Evei7 
life under heaven is in his hand ; yea, the fallen 
angels tremble before him. And he will save thy 
life, coming sinner, i Co. i 24. Ro. tIU. 28. Mat. zxrUi. ii. 

Re. iv. Fb. zix. 3 ; zxviL 5, 6. Job ix. 4. Jn. zriL 2. tUI 20. 
La. viU. 28. Ja. iL 19. 

8. Coming sinner, the Jesus to whom thou art 
coming is lowly in heart, he despise th not any. It 
is not thy outward meanness, nor thy inward weak- 
ness ; it is not because thou art poor, or base, or 
defoi-mcd, or a fool, that he will despise thee : he 



Jam wtuoem -m wmm mmm^. 



^^11 tlie foolisli, the bMe, and devpis 
iljjFi worhl, to confoUTid ihc wise & 
][': vvill ]\(}\\ Ills car to tlsy stamiiievli 
he will pick out tlie meaumg of thj m£ 
graaiis ; he will respect thf weakest irfl 

V ] t. Noiv, IS not tills ft blessed Chrii 
1^ ttimier? Art thmi not like to fare we 
hou hast embractO hi in , eoini u^r shin^ r ? Bi 
md, HiouhoLSLyel another whant/jge hyJm 
, Ihou art coming to him, for }t£ is vol oniyjk 
K£S. B# jaiifit 4paii^ he liaet I 

particulars fihow thee tbU : 
. This h evident J because ho calls tbeo ; he ca 
;n (in u to cume unto him ; the which he wen 
he not free to give; je^, he bide the 
M \ a^k, Boek, brodr^ Andlnr tfajcneov 

^vnniiiTirl n lin-^nilsiC, *SeC 
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2. He (loth not only bid tlice come, but tells 
thee, he will heartily do thee good ; yea, he will do 
it with rejoicing ; * I will rejoice over them, to do 
them good - with my whole heart, and with my 

whole soul/ Jc. xxxiL 41. 

3. It appeareth that he is free, because he givetli 
without twitting.* * He giveth to all men liber- 
ally, and upbraideth not.' j«. l v. There are some 
that will not deny to do the poor a pleasure, but 
they will mix their mercies with so many tunts, 
that the persons on whom they bestow their 
charity shall lind but little sweetness in it. But 
Christ doth not do so, coming sinner ; he costeth 
all thine iniquities behind his back. la. xxxrliL 17. 
Thy sins and miquities he will remember no more. 
He. via. 12. 

4. That Christ is free, is manifest by the com- 
plaints that he makes against them that will not 
come to him for mercy. I say, he complains, say- 
ing, * Jerusalem, Jerusalem! how often would 
1 have gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under ?ier wings, and 
ye would not!* Mat xxUL 37. I say, he speaks it by 
way of complaint. He saith also in another place, 
' But thou hast not called upon me, Jacob. ' 
Is. jdiiL 22. Comiug siuuer, see here the willing- 
ness of Christ to save ; see here how free he is to 



* Twitting •/ taualiQg, or robukla^,— Ed, 

I 
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communicate life, and all good things, to such as 
thou art. He complains, if thou comest not ; he is 
displeased, if thou callest not upon him. Hark, 
coming siimer, once again ; when Jerusalem would 
not come to him for safeguard, 'he heheld the 
citjTy and wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, 
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
hdong unto thy peace ; hut now they are hid fnmi 
thine eyes. ' Lo. zix. 41, 43. 

5. Lastly, He is open and free-hearted to do 
thee good, as is seen hy the joy and rejoicing that 
he manifesteth at the coming homo of poor prodi- 
gals. He receives the lost sheep with rejoicing; 
the lost goat with rejoicing ; yea, when the prodi- 
gal came home, what joy and mirth, what music 
and dancing, was in his father's house! Lo. zr* 

Third, Coming mmer^ I tnll add amther enoour- 
agemerU for thy hdp» 

1. God hath prepared a mercy-seat, a throne of 
grace to sit on ; that thou mayest come thither to 
him, and that he may from thence hear thee, and 
receive thee. 'I will commune with thee,' saith 
he, 'from ahove the mercy-seat.' Ex. zxv. 33. As 
who shall say, sinner, When thou comest to me» 
thou shalt find me upon the mercy-seat, where also 
I am always found of the undone coming sinner. 
Thither I hring my pardons ; there I hear and 
receive their petitionSi and accept them to mj 
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2. God hath also prepared a golden altar for 
tliee to offer thy prayers and tears upon. A golden 
altar ! It is called a ' golden altar, ' to show what 
worth it is of in God's account: for this golden 
altar is Jesus Christ ; this altar sanctifies thy gift, 
and makies thy sacrifice acceptable. This altar, 
then, makes thy groans golden groans ; thy tears 
golden tears ; and thy prayers golden prayers, in 
the eye of that God thpu comest to, coming sinner. 

Re. viiL Mat. xxUL 19. He. z. 10. 1 Fe. iL fi. 

3. God hath strewed all the way, from the gate 
of hell, where thou wast, to the gate of hearen, 
whither thou art going, with flowers out of his own 
garden. Behold how the promises, invitations, 
calls, and encouragements, like lilies, lie round 
about thee ! take heed that thou dost not tread 
them under foot, sinner. With promises, did I say ? 
Yea, he hath mixed all those with his own name, 
his Son's name; also, with the name of mercy, 
goodness, compassion, love, pity, grace, forgive- 
ness, pardon, and what not, that may encourage 
the coming sinner. 

4. He hath also for thy encouragement laid up 
the names, and set forth the sins, of those that 
have been saved. In this book they are fairly 
written, that thou, through patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures, mightest have hope. (1.) In 
this book is recorded Noah's maim and sin ; and 
how God had mercy upon him. (2.) In this record 



/of his sin ; and how i,^^ 
'(3.) In this record thou hast aiao . 
the names of Moses, Aaron, Gideon, Sam: 
David, Solomon, -Peter, Paul, with the nature 
their sins ; and how God had mercy upon th< 
and all to encourage thee, coming smner. 

Fourth, I vM add yet another eTUxmragement 
the man that is coming to'Jeaus Christ. Art t 
coming ? Art thou coming, indeed ? Why, 

1. Then this thy coming is hy virtue of God's < 
Thou art called. Calling goes before com 
Coming is not of works, but of him that cal 

' He goeth up into a mountain, and calleth 
him whom he would ; and they came unto 

Utf. iU. 18. 

2. Art thou coming ? This is also by vij 
illumination. God has made thee see; and 
^ore, thou art coming. So long as thou wa 

^-^^Adst darkness, and couldst n 
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called thee, illuminated thee, and inclined thy 
heart to come; and, therefore, thou comest to 
Jesus Christ. It is God that worketh in thee to 
wUl, and to come to Jesus Christ. Coming sinner, 
hless God for that he hath given thee a will to 
come to Jesus Christ. It is a sign that thou 
helongest to Jesus Christ, hecause God has made 
thee willing to come to him. Fa. ex. 3. Bless God 
for slaying the enmity of thy mind ; had he not 
done it, thou wouldst as yet have hated thine ovm 
salvation. 

4. Art thou coming to Jesus Christ? It is 
God that giveth thee power: power to pursue thy 
tJoiU in the matters of thy salvation, is the gift of 
God. * It is God which worketh in you hoth to 
will and to do. * Piii. u. 13. Not that God worketh 
wUl to come, where he gives no power ; but thou 
shouldest take notice, that power is an additional 
mercy. The church saw that wUl and power 
were two things, when she cried, ' Draw me, we 
will run after thee.' Ca.i4. And so did David too, 
when he said, * I will run the way of thy com- 
mandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart. ' 
Ps. cxix. 33. Will to come, and power to pursue thy 
will, is double mercy, coming sinner. 

5. All thy strange, passionate, sudden rushings 
forward after Jesus Christ, coming sinners know 
what I mean, they also are thy helps from God. 
Perhaps thou feelest at some timft^ 
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Others, Btrong stirrings up of heart to fly to Jesus 
Christ ; now thou hast at this time a sweet and 
stiff gale of the Spirit of God, filling thj sails with 
the fresh gales of his good Spirit ; and thou rides t* 
at those times as upon the wings of the wind, heing 
carried out heyond thyself, heyond the most of tli^ 
prayers, and also ahoYO all thy fear and temptations. 

6. Comuig sinner, hast thou not now and then a 
kiss of the sweet lips of Jesus Christ, I mean some 
blessed word dropping like a honey-comb upon thy 
soul to revive thee, when thou art in the midst of 
thy dumps ? 

7« Does not Jesus Christ sometimes give thee 
a glimpse of himself, though perhaps thou seest him 
not so long a time as while one may tell twenty. 

8. Hast thou not sometimes as it were the very 
warmth of his wings overshadowing the face of thy 
Boul, that gives thee as it were a gload* upon thy 
spirit, as the bright beams of the sun do upon thy 
body, when it suddenly breaks out of a cloud, 
though presently all is gone away ? Well, all 
these things are the good hand of thy God upon 
thee, and they are upon thee to constrain, to pro- 
yoke, and to make thee willing and able to come, 
coming sinner, that thou mightest in the end be 
saved. 



* 'Agload;' a waimjea^Tt^aanoiiate gazing: nowobao- 
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